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= WEL C O. 838 is more common than 
= N of the Shortſightedneſs of Man- 

f kind in general; yet each Indivi- 
FXXK dual prides himſelf in a deeper 
enetration into the Tranſactions of his Fel- 
lows than his Neighbour; but, probably, 
were all Things to be expoſed to an unſcreen- 
ed and naked Review, the greateſt pretended 
Connoiſſeurs would appear to be the moſt de- 
ceived of any. 
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I AM the rather induced to inſiſt upon the 
Reality of my Sentiments, from the Example 
of my own ſelf, now in my View, who had li- 
ved to my twenty-ſeventh year, before I had 
imbibed the leaſt genuine Intimation from any 
one, either who 4 was, or of what Name or 
Family. 8 


In Ap been bred uP,as the Daughter of Ma- 
ry Thomas, a Carpenter's Wife in the Liber- 
ty of Weſtminſter, | by her firſt Huſband Giles 
Farmer, a Chairman to a very noble Family, 
not far from St. James's; but had received a 
much more liberal and polite Education, than 
. uſually falls to the Share of Children, deſcen- 
ded from Perſons of equal Occupation, either 
with my-own, or my Step-Father: My Mo- 
ther always accounting for it amongſt her 
Acquaintance, from the Generoſity of the 
Lady Betty G. s, in whoſe Service ſhe 
Had Formerly lived, and who had honoured me 
with the 'Fitle'of her Godchild, nay, fo fond 
was ſhe of me, that I frequently {ſpent a Month 
or two at a Time in her Family. 


_ I was never put yon any Manner of ſer- 
vile Labour at my her's, my Godmother 
having forbidden it; but my mol uſual Exer- 
ciſes were, either a Book, or Needle-work, in 
the former of which I moſt delighted; though 
Thad wrought no ſmall Quantity of the latter, 
for my Godmother, who never failed of re- 
warding me moſt amply for it; and then, Na- 
ture having formed me of a moſt mild, and 
obliging Diſpoſition, I was no leſs beloved by 
my a than if I had been his 
own 
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my Own LITE. 2 
ABovurT my thirteenth Year, my Godmo- 
ther was courted by the Earl of B -—— n, an 
elderly Gentleman, in reſpect of herſelf, who 
was then as fine a Lady, as moſt were in En- 
gland. | ne 


Tr1rs Nobleman, as the Story went of him; 
had in his very early Life arrived in London, a. 
moſt helpleſs Lad from Lancaſhire, where he 
had left a very diſtrefſed Family, of ſeveral. 
Brothers and Siſters behind hin. 
* Hrs natural Propenſity to Buſineſs, and the 
Diſdain wherewith he ſuſtained a Life of Rags 
and Beggary (no Remedy againſt which pre- 
ſented to him in his own Country) together 
with the great Matters he had heard to be at- 
tainable in London, by ſuch whom Fortune 
favoured there, invited him, to commit him 
felf to the Patronage of a Carrier of thoſe 
Parts, whom he had engaged to aſſiſt upon the 
Fer, for the ſake of his Proviſion by the 

ay. | | 

THE Lad proved ſo willing and tractable 
upon the Road, that on his Arrival in Town, 
the Carrier made a Point of recommending 
him, to the Tapſter of the Inn he put up at. 
Here, by his ſuperior Diligence, he did Cre- 
dit to his kind Patron, and for the Space of 
two Years, behavec himſelf fo inculpably, 

that the Carrier began to claim an Intereſt 
in him; Inſomuch, that being one Day at 
the Delivery of a Parcel of Goods to a whole- 
ſale Dealer, who chanced to enquire of him 
after one of his Country Lads for an Errand- 
boy; the Carrier put in for his Pupil, by ſo 
favourable an Account of him, that the Dra- 
| B 2 Per, 
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4 
received him into his Family. | 5 
In about ſix Years Time, having picked 
np ſome Smattering of Letters and Accounts, 
from the Journeymen and Apprentices, (for 
his aſpiring Genius ſuffered him not the In- 
dulgence of idle Hours) he was advanced to 


per, delighted with his Character, dire&ly Þ 


the Compting-houſe, in which Capacity, ſoon 


becoming moſt neceſſary to his Maſter, he 
dived ſo deeply into the Myſteries of Trade, 
that about his twenty-eighth Year, his Maſ- 
ter dying, he not. only gained Credit for his 


„whole Stock, but was held in ſuch Eſteem 


by the Factors, Clothiers, and others who 
had traded with his Maſter, for an active, 
induſtrious, and judiciaus Man, that through 
the Countenance they. afforded him in his 
proper Occupation, he was ſaon enabled, 
even to outſtrip them at their own, for he 
fell into ſo conſiderable a Way of Exporta- 
tion, as. ſcarce to be equalled, by a. ſingle 
Merchant upon the Exchange. : 
WALT E then rolling in from numberleſs 
Channels, his ambitious Inclination, ever 
reſtleſs till it became boyant, firſt byaſſed 
him to Marriage with one of the moſt opu- 
lent City Heireſſes; when, to compleat the 
wht; 454 of his Advancment, he purchaſed 
an [riſb Earldome, in order to advance the 
Family of the G—r—ds ; having, ſome 
Time before, founded a Eree-ſchgol, in his 
ewn native Pariſh, to perpetuate his Memo- 
Ty there. 3 4 
Tux News of my Godmother's Marriage, 
was. a ſevere blow to me, who had ever built 
vaſt Hopes upon her future Benefactions to 
me.z. 


* 
=y 


my Own LIFE. £ 

me: For the Dread of a riſing Genera- 
4 tion of her own, ſo damped my ExpeQati- 
" * ons, left they ſhould not only ſupplant me 
in her Ladyſhip's Favour, but at length, 

Z wholly withdraw her Benevolence from me, 
that I became almoſt inconſolable, notwith- 


, ſtanding all my Mother's Endeavours to raife 
N my Spirits; who, leſt I ſhould deſpond, daily 
cheared me with Aſſurances, that I need nei- 
ther fear my Godmother's Affection whilſt 
ahne lived, or her Concern for my Proviſion, 
and that in an handſome Manner too, at 
a ber Deceaſe, _ , 
® > Tris ſeeming Certainty of my Mother's, 
> > Kkeptme ſtill Heart-whole, nor wanted I En- 
4 couragement thereto, from the Steadineſs of 
8 my Godmother's Proceedings towards me, 
0 even with as liberal an Hand as before her 


Marriage, nay, rather exceeding therein; 
a 1 till, in the Fourth Year of her Marriage, 
© ſhe took me hqgme to her, as a Companion 

for Lady Margaret her eldeft. Child, then 
much about three Years old. 
LRD B——7 had a Son (by his firſt 

Lady) Lord G—r—— 4, who was about 


- "Z two Years my Senior, towards whom, for his 
© * obliging Behaviour to her, my Lady bore 
d i little leſs Affection than to her own Off- 
* ſpring; nor could ſhe refrain from daily. 
by Teſtimonies of it, either to himſelf, or. thoſe. 
* „„ e I 
2 So long as my. dear Lady lived, Iefteem- 
ed myſelf one of the moſt happy Creatures 
's on Earth, I was exceedingly" diligent in my 
Employment, nor could my Care of her In- 


fant-Daughter have been repaid with more 
- 3 poſſible 


Mx Lady had now been 


F 


* 
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roſſible Tenderneſs than my Lady conſtant- 


ſy expreſſed for me: For I could plainly per- 
ccive, that ſhe ſtudigd frequent Excurſions foc. 
the young Lady, meerly for my. Gratificatiog 
and Amuſe ment; nor Fed ſhe ever better 
pleaſed, than when . ſhe. was ſure ſhe had de- 
lighted me: But this laſted not, long; for 
my little Charge was ſcarce. five Years old, 
when my good Lady her. Mother. died, of 
2 Surfeit ſhe had taken, by eating Peaches 
when ſhe was hat. 5 
Mr Sorrow. for ſo.invajuahle a Miſtreſs, 
was paſt Expreſſion for ſome Time; but as 
that by Degrees abated, I began to conſider 
with, myſelf, by what means IL.might be af 


cer tained, whether my Godmother had made 


any future Proviſion for me or not,; but ag 
my Lord. had never yet mentioned any ſuch 
thing, nor had I ever heard. of any Will 
that ſte. had made, I took the earlieſt Op- 
portunity that, offered of calling upon my 
Mother for her Advice in Me. Affair; and 
to enquire, whether my Godmother had 


ever hinted. to her, what ſhe would. do for. 


me, and by what Means. - ey 

dead a full Month; 
but it being the very firſt Viſit Lhad made 
to my Mother ſince her Death, ſhe fell into 


ſuch a Fit of weeping at Sight of me, 


as by no Intreaties of mine to be reclaimed 
from: Iwondered not, at firſt, at the Ex- 
travagance of her Grief, imputing it to the 


Fondneſs ſhe had imbibed for a former Miſ- 3 


treſs, who had ever proved ſo true a Friend 


to her 3 but, .at length, could perceive ſhe 
had ſomewhat. at Heart, which the labour: 


4:94 
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d. with to greater Exceſs, than the Los 
of 2 Miſtreſs only could have occaſioned. 

Ox every. the. leaſt. Relaxation of her: 
Z Paſſion. ſhe would fix her Eyes immoveable. 


0 upon me; but when about to utter her Mind; 
1 Loy Speech, the Tears would again interrupt. 
1 her Intention, till ſeizing. the Opportunity 
for venting my Errand to her, ſhe. aſſured, 
me, that the had often heard:my Lady lay, 


that ſhe would give. me. ten thouſand Pounds in, 


Marriage, cauld .ſhe but procure. me a Match 
ſuitable to her own Inclination ;. but added, 
that ſhe would not diſcloſe fo much to me, 


leaſt. it might make me vain, and above my, 


Buſineſs. My Mother alſo inſiſted, that ſhe 
was well aſſured my Godmother,, by. ſome 
means or other, had made a Provifign for 


me; but, as I was fearful. of mentioning, 


Jan, fach "thing ta the Earl, we let it rel 


till Time might. produce. a Diſcovery.. 


Ir Was a. little more than three Months 


after. the Deceaſe of my Lady, that Lord 
EG —r— 0d, who, from my firſt Intro, 
duction into the Family, had. behaved with 
gan uncommon Complacency. towards me, 
declared his Paſſion for me in the moſt 
"7 finiſhed. Strains; which, tho', from a Senſe 
of my Duty to his Father, Lat firſt ne- 


glected, yet his frequent Repitians, af the 


® fame, accompanied with the profoundeſt Re- 


gard for me, and Solemnity of his Engage- 


ments of an honourable Affection only, at 


Length became. Arguments too, potent fog | 


me to withſtand, 


His Lordſhip's reader of Mats ore 
Tailed for my Conſent; and er very 
5 B 4 flight 
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fight Preparations for that Solemnity, we he 
were privately united in Wedlock; For his fu 
Lordſhip inſiſted, that it ſhould be reſerved 7 


8 


as a ſecret from his Father, leſt, being in pu 
his own Temper very lofty, it might move hi 
him to diſinherit him. =_—_ $I 


I courLD not but judge this Caution pru- ip: 
dent, and for ſome little 'Time after we were W. 
firſt married, his Lordſhip-ſeemed as deſirous 
of my. ſtill retaining my Poſt in his Father's dr 
Family as I myſelf was; but that laſted not m) 
long; for as he was, to all Appearance, ex- ly 
cefſively fond of me, we being unable to of 
ſteal ſo many uninterrupted Meetings at his de 
Father's as his Lordſhip ſeemed anxious for, in 
he ſoon inſiſted upon my leaving the Earl's L 
Service, and retiring. to a private Lodging 
that he had provided for me. For Riudy, N 
faid he, it cuts me to the very Soul, to hear ne 
you commanded, even by. my Father him- 
felf; nor can I bear to be the daily Spectator 
of a Perfon-ſo dear to me, in a. leſs worthy 
Station than becomes my Lady. 
Tx ſingular Obligations I. ſtood indebted | 
to his Lordſhip in, excluſiye of the Love I 
bore him, which was not to have been ex-. 
ceeded, had already reduced me to a perfect 
Acquieſcence in his every Sentiment; and I 
obeyed him. He accommodated me at a little. 
Diſtance from Town, in as elegant a Taſte 
as could become his Lady, under the Fortune 
he was then poſſeſſed of; but he ſoon coming 
ef Age; and "thereupon. te an Eſtate which, 
Had been left him. by his- Mother's Uncle, 
of upwards of Three Thoufand Pounds a. || 
Lear, with an elegant Family Seat upon 0 34 
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he then preſented me with a Chariot, and 
further enlarged our 2 and Attendants; 
when, leſt. our Meetings 
public, ſo near Town, I was removed to 
his Seat in HertfardſÞire, about Twenty- 
five Miles from London, where he uſuall 
2 ſpent Four Days of the Seven, in each. Weea 
with me. : 


ould become too 


I nap brought his Lordſhip three Chil- 
dren, two Sons, and a. Daughter, in as ma- 
ny Years; of. all whom he was ſoextreme- 


ly fond, that they became freſh Guarantees 


of our ſubſiſting mutual Affection and Confi- 
dence ; nor could any two on Earth. be more 


2 intimately attached to each ather,. than his 


2 Lordſhip and I were. 


6:09 


I nap. had but little Opportunity of my 


Mother's Company,, during my Refidence 


near London, and much, leſs, fince my Re- 


tirement to Hertfordſhire : For knowing how. 


exactly ſcrupulous, Lord G---r---4 was, of 
divulging our Marriage, I had not only a- 
voided all. my former. Companions, who 


might, through, Jealouſy, have ſuſpected it. 


from my Manner of Living; but had in great 


"2 Meaſure, extended the Caution even:to my. 
Mother herſelf, though ſhe had been preſent. 


at our Nuptials; inſomuch, that I had. not 


41 ſeen her thrice ſince I. had been ſettled in the 


Country; but. Mr. Thomas, her then Huſ- 


hand, had often been at my Houſe, on ma- 


ny Occaſions, in his Way of Buſineſs. 
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and if it were poſſible for a Woman to have 


Huſband, I muſt, without Vanity, declare 


Motive of its Agreeableneſs, or Fl 
his Pleaſure; nor had I the leaſt Reaſon 7 


but that it would have ſo continued for our * 


3 
? 


CHAP. 1 


Character of Stringer. Accompanies Lord $9 
G---r---d in bis Vifits to Biddy. Strin- T4 
ger Villainy. Biddy reconciled. Stra- 
tagem to debauch Biddy; how prevented. 
Stringer 7s ſeverely diſciplined. *% 


1 F it was poſſible for a Man to have a- 3 
1 dored his Wife for Years together, cer- << 
tainly, Lord G—r— d was the Inſtance; 


neither Wilt or Affection, but what were 3 
excited from Love and Obedience to her 


myſelf to have been the Example, who can A 

fately affirm, that in every Action in Life, 

my Choice was determined, ſolely, from the 
Diſrelih to 


in the World for varying my Conduct; for 
my dear Lord was ever ſo cautious of li- 
miting his Inclinaticn, till by a fide Advance, 
he had diſcovered mine, that though I ap- 
peared to have been actuated by his. Propo- 
fitions, yet, in Fact, he offered none, but 
what he was affured would receive my Coun- 
tenance and Approval. —— — 
Tavs exquiſitely did our Time paſs, for 
1 firſt four Years of our Marriage-ſtate; e 
nor had I, or have I now, the leaſt Doubt 


- whole 


my OW N LITE. LL, 


whole Lives, without Interruption, had our 
Union ſo long remained a Secret from Lord 
9 EB——7; but Fate had otherwiſe ordained 
for in our fifth Year, Lord G, out 
bof the peculiar Regard he had for one Mr. 


1 


Stringer, an old School-fellow of his at 
Eaton, and his conſtant, and almoſt inſepa- 


rable Companion when in London, brought 
him down to pay myſelf and the Children a 
Viſit; for that as he then aſſured me, Stringer 
and he having ſuch an entire Confidence in 
"Reach other, as from their Infancy, to have 
been animated but with one Soul, he was 
certain he could truſt him, equally with 
„ himſelf; nor could he longer endure the 
„ee Uneaſineſs he had ſuffered, in conſerving 

bY 4 . 

the Secret of our Marriage from him. 
His Lordſhip having ever been ſo anxious 
for perſevering in Privacy, I replied, that 
—Zhimſelf was the beſt able to judge of Mr. 
Stringer's Taciturnity, and I hoped, that 
from a Senſe of Affection for his Lordſhip, 


1 
2— 


d. 


" Nothing would eſcape him to his Lordſhip's 
n Diſpleaſure; but owned, that as he had ſo 
or long been detained from the Knowledge of 
li- it, I could ſcarce have imagined, it would 
e, have been an Inconvenience, had he till 
p- remained ſo. 


Mx dearreſt Biddy, ſaid his Lordſhip, 
Ftringer and I commenced Friendſhip, at ele- 
ven Years of Age, and have inviolably 
I maintained it ever ſince.— Poor Man |. 
added he, though born to the Expectation 
- » Pf a pretty Fortune, his Father's Affairs at 
Ins Death, turning out inexpreſſably bad, I 
have, from the conſtant Regard I ever 22 | 
1 I 4 


| 
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him, allowed him a Support from my own j 


clearing his Way in my Company as before; 


from whence, and from the natural Ten- 


dency of his Inclination to me, I am well 
aſſured, that he would die upon the Rack, 
before he would diſcloſe the leaſt Tittle oſ 
what I ſhould enjoin him Privacy in: For 


[ have ever been perſuaded, that he rejoices | 
# my Gratification, even beyond his 
own. | 
His Lordſhip having thus quieted my 
Fears relative to Mr. Stringer, and pleaſing Þ 
himſelf at Stringer's Participation of the 
Enjoyments of Life with us; he being a 
moſt accompliſhed Gentleman, and an agree- 


able Companion, for ſome Weeks conſtant] 


by Degrees growing familiar, his Lordſhip 


would ſometimes leave him behind him for | 
a Day or two, in his own Abſence, to keep 


me Company. | 

Stringer, to my Thinking encroached too 
far upon the Liberty granted him, which 
ſet me upon my Guard againſt too cloſe 
Intimacy. with him ; but one Morning, his 
Lordſhip, upon his Departure for London, 
mtimating his Deſign of ſtaying there for 
8 —— | the 


1 ee n 7 
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Income, when it was at firſt, but eight Hun- 
dred a Year, and always defrayed his Ex- 
pences, whenever we were in Company to- q 
gether, which I may ſay, hath been almoſt 
daily; and ſince I have been in Poſſeſſion 
af my Uncle's Eſtate, I have 8 him 


at Two Hundred Pounds a Year, beſides 


8 


brought him .down with him, and at his ; 
Return, took him back again; till he and 1 


Tus had not often happened, before | 


pollibly prejudice er NG: in his Fav 


| MP Go. 
| my Own LIT E. 13 
the beſt Part of the Week, Mr. Stringer 
laid hold of that Opportunity, for puſhing 
his Suit to me with great Earneſtneſs ; in di- 
rect Terms, offering me his Love: Nay, 
ſo importunate was he, that it even put me 
to a Non-plus, in what Manner I ſhould 
behave to him. For, though I received the 
Indignity with all becoming Diſdain, yet, as 
an open Diſcovery of it, might in its Con- 
ſequence, have much affected his Lordſhip's 


future 3 was deſirous of ſome ſeri- 


dous Reflection upon the Subject by myſelf, 


before I proceeded to that Extremity, which 
my natural Inclination moſt prompted me 
to, and which I judged, my own Character 
to require; ſo that without other Teſtimo- 
ny of my Reſentment, than was apparent 
from my Countenance, occaſioned by the 
adverſe Suggeſtions of my Mind, I ſtarting 
up, ruſhed violently out of the Room, and 
retiring to my Chamber, left him. | 
IT would be impoſſible to deſcribe them, 
were I to attempt a Diſcloſure of the ſeve- 
ral Workings of my Brain, in my Solitude. 
In the Height and Vigour of my Reſentment, 
I had reſolved, by my own Authority, ta 
have forbidden him the Houſe, and in Caſe 
of his Non-complyance, to have impelled 


him thence, by the Aid of my Servants. 


As my Paſſion ſubſided, I ſlackened in my 
Purſuit of theſe violent Meaſures, by refle&s 
ing, that ſhould I diſmiſs him before my 
Lord's Return, his own Story would of Con- 
ſequence be firſt heard, which in the Dreſs 
he would undoubtedly cloath it with, might 
our, 
and 


— 


» 


' 


14 The HISTORY ef 


and in equal Meaſure, draw my Story into 


Diſcredit with him; for which Reaſon, I 
wholly diſcarded that Purpoſe. ' | 

Tux how to appear in Stringer's Pre- 
ſence again, diſtreſſed me to no ſmall De- 
gree: For, as I was in Health, I could have 
no plauſible Plea ſor keeping my Chamber, 
till his Lordſhip arrived ; neither had I the 
leaſt apparent Reaſon, in the Eye of my Fa- 
mily, publickly to ſhew a Diſregard to 
Stringer; and if I ſhould withdraw myſelf 
at Meal-Times, what Suſpicions might it not 
miniſter, injurious, perhaps, to myſelf, no 
leſs than to him? So that having ſeriouſly, 
weighed all Contingencies, by the niceſt Ba- 


lance of my own Judgment, I at laſt deter- 


mined to ſtifle my Diſpleaſure till I ſhould 
fee his Lordſhip, and then, to ſubmit the 
whole Scene to his Opinion. | 
I APPEARED therefore the next Morn- 
ing at Breakfaſt as uſual ; but had ordered 
one or two of the Children, with their 
Nurſe, into the Room before I entered. Mr. 
Stringer, as cuſtomary, paid me his Compli- 
ments, which I returned, as ſlightly as poſ- 
ſible; and Breakfaſt ended, I went off with 
the Nurſe and little Ones; and thus I be- 
haved at Meal-Times, for the 'Three remain- 
ing Days of his Lordſhip's Abſence. ; 
Mx. Stringer, had no Doubt, remarked 
my Conduct ; however, he had ſufficient 
Guard over himſelf, to prevent any further 
Indiſcretion; ſo that having behaved him- 
ſelf more ſteadily for the latter Part of the 
Time, I was too much delighted at my 
Lord's Sweetneſs of Temper to us all * 
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my Own Lire. Is 
caſt any Rub in its Way, at his Return 


and after a few Days paſſed altogether, I 


became ſo well reconciled to Stringer's Car- 
riage and Deportment, little miſtruſting a 
Repetition of his Addreſſes, that I ſeemed 
to have overlooked what had paſſed; and 
at my Lord's next Departure for London, 
he taking Stringer with him, I ſaw no 
more of him, for a full Month after. 

Mk. Stringer, at our next Interview, be- 
haved with ſo much Diffidence, and Cauti- 
on of offending me, that relying upon the 
Sincerity of his Reformation, after a ſhort 
Probation, I again admitted him to a Fa- 
miliarity with me as before, having abſo- 
lutely baniſhed all Suſpicion, of his ever re- 
newing his Attack upon me: But let me 
caution all young Ladies, who may hereat- 
ter have any Attempt made upon their Vir- 
tue, never more to confer with the Man, 
who, from ſuch an Overture, doth but too 
manifeſtly expoſe the Bent of his natural 
Principles; for whatever. Gloſſes we ma 


| ſhadow over his Actions with, the End will 
verify this Prediction, that his whole Arti- 


fice will be ever after upon the Stretch, 
for every Opportunity, upon the leaſt Con- 
ceſſions made him, to circumvent her; for 
every Act of his ſeeming Contrition, will 
but be placed in her Way as a Snare, to 
facillitate a future Conqueſt. | it 

ABourT four Months afterwards, his Lord- 
ſhip again left Mr. Stringer in the Country 
with me; but whilſt I was void of every Sur- 
miſe of Miſchief from him, it appeared he had 
not been fo idle, as I had imagined him to have 


5 „ been; 
j 


—— 


K ¶—v—A— x ůp ˖ĩ˖ ˖ RS 
-» 


— 


rn rm er————a —— ñ¶ F— —=£ AVE B46 — 
— - eo eo ⁵—vt8—¼ʃ —gy᷑ſQé —  —_ —— . — 
: 
j . 
* 


— — — 
e Lei io Yo IT PEER wy 
— — * 4 - —— 


= — 

— - — 

- - 
— _— 


16 The HISTORY of 


been; for he had concerted the moſt exe- 
crable Plot againſt my Honour that ever 
Man could invent. 

- My Woman, in my Lord's Abſence, con- 


ſtantly lay with me; and I had ever believed 


Her to have been one of the moſt deſerving 
of her Sex; and the furtheſt Perſon in Life, 


tromeither a Tendency to Vice in herſelf, or 


being a Favourer of it in others. This Wo- 
man, having, as ſhe pretended, been out 
of Order for beſt Part of the Day, in the 
Evening, deſired Leave to go to Bed before 
me, which I granted her. | 

Mz. Stringer and I had ſupped together 
as uſual, and I had taken Leave for Bed; 
after which, according to my Nightly Cuſ- 
tom, I withdrew into the Nurſery, to look 
at my Children, where I commonly ſpent 
Half an Hour, in Chat with their Nurſe, 
before I retired to my own Chamber. 


I HAD now left her, and found my Wo- 
man in Bed, with her Back to my Side, 
and her Cloaths in the accuſtomed Manner, 
lying upon a Chair by the Bed-Side, but ſne 
— to ſleep very compoſedly, I undreſſ- 
ed as gently as poſſible, and ſtept ſoftly into 
Bed, that I might by no Means diſturb her, 


and then I put out my Candle. 


I Hap ſcarce ſettled myſelf into a ſleep- 
ing. Poſture, before I felt her turn about, 
and preſently, I found her Hand ſtretched | 
acroſs my Breaſt. This I gently removed, | 


for Fear of waking her; but I had not 
wholly compoſed myſelf again, before the 
Arm was again over me, and from . ſome 
unuſual Motions, gave me no ſmall Diſquiet. 
3320 — — However, 
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my Own Lie. 17 
However, I diſplaced it a ſecond Time; | ut 
the Ruffle it had occaſioned to my Mar 1, 
had debarred my Eye-lids from cloſing, til 
upon the third Attempt of the like Nature, 
growing into ſome Diſpleaſure, and attempt- 
ing to remove it with ſome Emotion, I met 
with a more violent Reſiſtance, than I was 
able to overcome. | 
I. THEN reſolved to awaken her, and to 
rate her into better Manners; but having. 
turned my Face to her, upon my firſt En- 
deavour to rouſe her, I was enclaſped in her 
Arms, and almoſt ſtifled with Kiſſes. The. 
Roughneſs of the Face that ſaluted me, ter- 


rified me to Diſtraction, I ſet up ſuch a 


violent Shriek, as would almoſt have rouſed 
the Dead; nor did I in the leaſt deſiſt fo. 
long as either my Breath or Spirits, would: 
ſerve me. | | | 3 
THE extravagant Out- cry that I made, 
and the Struggling I uſed, to free myſelf, 
from an unwelcome Embracer, extracted the 
Myſtery of my Surprize, from the Mouth: 
of the perfidious Stringer, who ſtill, graſping. 
me in his Arms, intreated me not to raiſe. 
ſuch a Scandal upon myſelf, his. Lordſhip,, 
and him, as the Diſcovery, of the preſent In-- 
cident would occaſion ; but I was deaf. to all 
his Rhetorick, extending ſtill my Voice fo. 
ſucceſsfully, that. at length my own Foot- 
man knocked at my Door, to enquire what. 
was the Matter, | 1 
No Reprieve at the Inſtant of Execution 
could ever have been more welcome io a con- 


demned Malefactor, than his Voice to my, 


Ears. William, ſaid I, force your Way in, 


A 
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or I ſhall be murdered. Raiſe the Family, 


or I am undone for ever. 

Stringer lay all this while terrified out of 
His Wits; and begging me to be pacified, 
ſwore horribly, that he would then leave 
me, and declared, that if I perſiſted in de- 
tecting and expoſing him to the Servants, 
he would be the Death of me firſt ; but when 
I inſiſted upon his riſing, he refuſed to quit 
me, and would not ſuffer me to ſtir from 
him; alledging, that he was determined not 
to ſet me at Liberty, meerly to let in the 
Servants upon him. 

By this Time my whole Family were col- 
lected about my Door, and by their repeated 
Blows, had broken out the under Pannel, 
when the firſt Gleam of Comfort that I be- 
held, was a Candle, and the Head of Villi- 
am, entring through the Breach, after it. 
BEING now fully ſenſible that Relief was 


at Hand, but reflecting on the Poſture I lay 


in, (all the Bed-cloaths having been caſt upon 
the Floor in our Stuggling) I cried out. to 
Hilliam to retreat, and to ſend in ſome of 


the Maids only, and for himſelf and the reft 


of the Men, to wait without, till the Door 

ſhould be opened to them. 5 

Tux Fellow, at my Orders, withdrew 
himſelf, when three of my Maids approach- 

ing me, they diſengaged me from my Op- 


preſſor; though not without the Exerciſe of 


ſome Violence; for though he was almoſt 
confounded at the Expectation of ſome hor- 
rid Scene to ſucceed, he had never once as 


yet let go his Hold of me. My Maids then 


hurrying on my Cloaths over me, with all 


Expedition, 
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Expedition, gave me a Glaſs of Hartſhorn 
and Water, to keep me_from Fainting : For 
having exhauſted my whole Fire in the Scuf- 
fle, when my Reflections came to cool a lit- 
tle, it was with the utmoſt Difficulty they 
could keep Life in me, ſrom the Horror 
which then ſurrounded me, at the Thought 
of what might have proved the Conſequence 


of that perfidious Wretch's Device, for my 


Deſtruction. 


bs. off 


— 


I was no ſooner capable of a Removal, 
than my Maids retired with me into my Dreſ- 
ſing- room; where having ſecured me from 
further Miſchief, I ordered them to open the 
Door, and let in the Men upon Stringer. 
They did ſo, and inſtantly, there aroſe ſuch 
an Uproar, that myſelf and Maids, who 
were within Hearing of it, expected no leſs 
than Murder to have been the Iſſue of it, on 
one Side or the other, every Moment; but 
the Men not inclining to act otherwiſe than 


under my Direction (for it was but too ap- | 
parent to them, not only what had been the 


Injury, but who the Aggreſſor) knocking at 
the Door, demanded what I would pleaſe to 
have done with Stringer? : 
My Head was ſo full of the narrow Eſ- 
cape I had been favoured with, and my 
Rancour ſtill ſo inveterate againſt Stringer, 
that I furiouſly cried out, act as you will. 
with the Villain; uſe him as he deſerves, a 
baſe Raviſher. | 755 
Tux waited but for an Hint to exaſpe- 
rate them to an unlimited Fury: For away 
they ran to the Bed; Ariſe! ariſe, Madam 
cried they, (for he had ſtill got my Woman's 
Night- 
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Night-cloaths and Shift on) Madam, pray 


tery in you-preſently. — The World is come 


to a fine Paſs, in truth, when Ladies turn 


Raviſhers. _—— Ariſe ! I ſay. 

Stringer, not well knowing how to behave 
in this Dilemma, addreſſed himſelf to them, 
in the moſt ſupplicatory Manner, begging 
them to withdraw, and he would attend their. 
Pleaſures preſently ; but they, all Fury, ſwore 


they would never leave him, till they had ſeen 
what Sort of Lady he was, then drawing 
off all the Bed-cloaths, which ſince my De- 
liverance, he had replaced over him; the 
Coachman began with a Laſh, and a Word; 
for no ſooner. had we heard the Smack of 
the Whip, and a Cry from Stringer ſucceed- 
ing it, than up, up, ſaid he, and dealt him 
another Cut; when I preſume he became 
compliant, for we heard not a Word more, 
for about two Minutes. Then, a loud Holloo | 
ariſing, and as loud a Laugh ſucceeding it,. | 
we perceived by their Diſcourſe, that Ma- 
dam was at a. Loſs, how to get properly in- 


caſed, in her Woman's. Habit. 


THe then followed ſuch a Clamour for: | 


ſome Time, that it was difficult to have gueſſ- 


ed at any Meaning to it; and at length, after 4 
another Shout, they all marched off, crying 
out as they departed, that Mrs. Eber, (mean- 


ing my Woman) muſt have been a Confe- 


derate, or how came he by her Cloaths;. : 


vawing they would ſearch her out, and dif- 
cipline them both together, but they were 
ſoon out of our further Hearing, for the laſt 
Wards which reached us were, 
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dreſs yourſelf. We'll lay the Spirit of Adul- ; 
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tlemen |! Good Gentlemen give 
me Leave to make my Defence, 1 
have much to ſay.— Hear me Gen- 
tlemen! | | 

IT was not long before we heard another 
Shout; but it ſounding flat, and at a Di- 
ſtance, we judged it to have been raiſed in 
the Coach-yard, which the next Room to 
that we were in overlooked ; when the Day 
juſt beginning to open, the Maids were not 
to be reſtrained from peeping at what was 
going forward there. 

Mx Head was too full of the Bleſſing I 
had juſt received, to permit my Attention to 
wander after what they all eſteemed a noble 


Piece of Diverſion, but a Report was ſoon 


made to me, of all that had happened, at 
ſecond Hand ; for the - Wenches told me, 
that the Servants having conducted Stringer 
to a large Pond we had in the Yard, where 
our Horſes uſed to be watered, they obliged 
him to mount the Parapet, with a long Rope - 
tied round his Middle; then, after ſome Ex- 
poſtulations on the Nature of his Offence, 
down they threw him into the Water, whilſt 
others, by the End of the Rope, dragged him 


out at the ſhallow Entrance; and this Exer- 


ciſe they repeated ſo often, that at length 
the Criminal was ſo ſpent, that he could 
ſtand no longer; when drawing him after 
them to the Horſe-dunghill, they laid him 
along, and covered him all but his Head in 
it, aſſured him they did it that he might 
ſweat freely; for that nothing would be 
more beneficial to him, after his Ducking- 


bout. 5 3 
TRE 


ſelves, as by the Diſpoſitions of its ſeveral 


tit often happen, that Propagators of Scandal 


LI expected in the Afternoon. 


did I ever hear what had become of her, till 
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THE wretched Stringer, (by this time, 
fully ſenſible there was no contending. a- 
gainſt a licentious Set of Fellows, guided 
only by the Law of their own Will) ſub- | 
mitted as patiently as poſlible, to whatever 
Fate they ſhould allot him; and whilſt he | 
was under his Sweats, a Deputy from the 
Main-body was diſpatched for my Orders, | 
whether to admit him into the Houſe, or 
to turn him adrift in his then wretched ® 
Condition. ; 
I REJECTED both Propoſals, rather incli- 
ning to a middle way. As to the former 
Part of their Demand, I declared perempto- 
rily againſt his Admiſſion into the Houſe, 
upon any Terms; and as for the latter, 1 
was as averſe from a too Publick Expoſure, | 
left it might create Rumours in the Neigh- | 
bourhood, not only ſcandalous to himſelf, 3 
but, in their Conſtruction, prejudicial to his 
Lordſhip, and me too: for when once Fame 
hath publiſhed any Relation, its Currency 
is not ſo much regulated by the Facts them- 


Reporters; ſo that no. Innocence of Parties 
can confine it to the Truth only; nor doth 


are wholly exempted from its Retortion up- 
on themſelves in the Long-run; for which 
Reaſons, I ordered Stringer to be ſecured, 
and reſerved for their Lord's Pleaſure, whom 


As for Eſther, though all imaginable Di- 
ligence had been employed in the Search af- 
ter her, ſhe was no where to be found ; nor 


the 
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ne afterwards appeared as my Accuſer, for 
he very Crime herſelf had fo concerted with 
Wtringer. | 


LEXEXEXEL EXEXEEELS 
C HA P. III. 


; Biddy's Meeting with Lord & -d the 


Fa related. By Biddy. By William. 
Stringer before his Lordſhip. His pathetic 
Speech. His Lordſbip's Generofity, Strin- 
ger diſcarded. | 


ORD Richard arriving ſomewhat ſoon- 
er than ordinary that Day, and juſt as 
was called down for Dinner, I could (rather 
han have diſcompoſed him) have even con- 
Fealed Stringer's ſcandalous Behaviour to me; 
put then the Duty I owed to his Lordſhip, 
dn ſo important a Subject as his Wife's Re- 
putat ion and Honour, and the Injury intend- 
d to himſelf, would no longer admit of his 
ordſhip's harbouring in his. Boſom a Crea- 
ure, who, in ſo tender a Point, had medi- 
ated ſuch an Injury againſt him. 

His Lordſhip had ever, on his firſt alight- 
Ing, made whatever Room I then happened 
o be in, his firſt Lodgment ; but being now 
nformed that Dinner was upon the Table, 
nd that I was then deſcending the Stairs, 
is firſt Stage was into the Parlour, where 
ie might ſo ſoon expect me. 0 
Uro my entering the Room to him, he, 
s his Manner was, running to embrace me, 
ſunk from his Graſp upon my Knees ; _ | 

| cou 
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that Hiſtory which was to ſucceed it; de. 


could have wiſhed, it might have conſil 
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could I reſtrain my Eyes from Diſcharging 
the Iſſues of a bitter Soul at his Feet. His 

_ Lordſhip ſtarted back at the Sight; what 
means my Angel? ſaid he. Are you ill? Are 
the Children ill? | 


Al. As l my dear Lord, ſaid I, none of theſe 
things would thus have moved me. Health 
is the Gift of Heaven, and may be diſpenſed 
or retracted, at the Donor's Pleaſure; but 


my Heart is touched with a Senſe of Horror, 


ariſing from a different Spring; for ſurely 


nothing leſs than an infernal Agent could 


have premeditated an Injury, ſo nearly per- 


| FeQted againſt my Honour and your own Re 


poſe, as that I am now to relate to you. 
His Lordſhip ſtanding aghaſt at my ſolemn} 
Preface, and anxious for the Knowledge ci 


tain me no longer in ſuſpence, my dear Wife 
ſaid he, but explain yourſelf. 4 

ALas! my dear Lord, ſaid I, Doubts con- 
ſpire to ſtart a Difficulty in my Breaſt, whe 
ther I am ſtill your Wife or not. O! m 
Biddy, replied he, proceed, and ſtretch mi} 
no longer thus upon the Torture. If, m 
good Lord, added I, to have ſurrendered my- 
ſelf, in naked Bed, to the Arms of anotheſ 
Man, can have cancelled the conjugal Obi 
gation, I am yours no more. 4 

DisTRACTION end me! ſaid his Lord 
ſhip, or reveal to me this Myſtery (the Wi 
ter then glittering in his Eyes) My den 
Lord, ſaid I, the Torments you feel, mul 
extract a Declaration from me, of what | 


ceal 


ed with my Duty to you, to have con : 
| e 


l 
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ed; but as every Tye in Nature urges me 
a contrary Way, know, that the Villain, 
Stringer=— Ha! cried his Lordſhip, Strin- 
ger / and a Villain too]! Proceed, my Love, 
proceed. That Villain, Stringer, added J, 
dreſſed in Efther*s Likeneſs, aſſumed her 
Place in my Bed laſt Night, I having given 
her leave, under a pretended Indiſpoſition, 
for going to bed before me. | 

I am but too well ſatisfied, my dear 
Lord, added I, from the Tenderneſs your 


oordidip hach erer expreſſed for me, that 


your Breaſt is now fired, by this Report; 
but my Lord, that I may caſt Water upon 
the Flame, be aſſured, that the Arm of Pro- 
vidence hath protected me from his Machi- 
nationts. I then repeated to him the whole 
Proceſs of the Affair; but inſiſted, that if 
William had not accidentally heard me, and 
preſented ' himſelf to my Relief, it would 
have been impoſſible but T muſt have been 
overcome. 


His Lordſhip, ſtill trembling at the Ad- 


venture, extracting his Purſe from his Pock- 


et, clapped it into William's Hand; there, 
honeft Fellow, ſaid he, take that, and re- 
member, as I ever ſhall, that I ſtand Debtor 
to you, for all in Life that is valuable to 
me. Then clapping his Hand upon William's 
Shoulder, he demanded a circumſtantial Ac- 
count from him, of when, and how, and 


what, charging him to deliver it ' moſt mi- 


nutely. | | | 
| Mar it pleaſe your Lordſhip, ſaid Willi- 
am, my hearing of my Lady was ſurely the 
moſt accidental 'Thing imaginable. Her La- 
1 95 D dyſhip 
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dyſhip well knows, what a tempeſtuous 


Night the laſt was, even beyond what I al- 
moſt ever remember. I had but juſt fallen 
to ſleep, when the Wind, as I ſuppoſe, having 


diſplaced ſome of the Tiles juſt over me, the 


Water poured upon me like a Deluge; inſo- 
much that I was.obliged to quit my Bed. 
remained for ſome Time in my Chamber, 
till growing uneaſy at the Darkneſs of my 


Situation, I reſolved to go down for a Light, 


rather chuſing ,to..employ myſelf there till 
Morning, than to ſit idle in my own Room; 
but I had no ſooner reached the Stairs-head, 
than ſuch diſmal Shrieks reached me there, 
from below, that I ſhuddered at the Noiſe, 


and became dubious whether I had beſt to 


proceed or not. However, the Cry continu- 
ing (leſt, Murder might dar been committed 
before I could diſcover from whence the 


Voice came, in caſe I was not very expedi- 


tious) I puſhed forwards at all Hazards ; but 
how was I confounded, at paſſing my Lady's 
Door, to. perceive. it iſſuing from her Apart- 
ment. | 

T 1MMEDIATELY called to her Ladyſhip 
to let me in, but was anſwered, break in, 
break in. I then ſet up an Outcry, and en- 


deayoured to raiſe the Family, whilſt I ill | 


kept forcing againſt the Door with my Foot; 


till the violent Report of my Kicks, com- ; 


mixed with that of my Voice, had brought 
all the Servants about me, when; by our 


united Attempts, we at length made Way 


through it. At-my Lady's Requeſt, the Wo- 
men firſt entered, for ſome Time before the 
Door was opened to us, 


My 


tf jews mars heh hw thlÞd A word bao 


am fem ﬀqﬆ2wa# # Aa DP 


Le Wl =. 


wy — — i-. — r — — — — 2 2 2 2 


my Own Lree. 2 

My Lord faid, he hoped we had not ſuffer- 
ed the perfidious Raſcal to eſcape; when the 
Servants all. together replied, they had not, 
but had kept him till his Lordſhip's Pleaſure 


ſhould be fignified, how he would have him 


diſpoſed of. | = 

My Love, faid his Lordſhip, ſince you 
have received no further Injury than a ſevere 
Fright, my Heart is at Eaſe; but my Honour 
will not admit, that ſuch a Scandal to human 
Nature as Stringer, and ſuch an Indignity as 
has been offered by him to us both, ſhould 


3 paſs unpuniſhed ; nor ought the Wretch, who 


has broke through all the Bands of Friend- 
ſhip, Gratitude, and moral Honeſty, to ſur- 
vive this glaring Villainy. 

TE Dread I all along had, of what 
would prove his Lordſhip's Sentiments, I 
told him, had almoſt prevailed with me for 
ſuffering his Eſcape, - before his Lordſhip 
came; but that the Point was too nice, for. 
tranſacting incautiouſly, which had determi- 
ned me to detain him ; but my deareſt Lord, 
added I, ſuffer not your Hands to be imbrued 
in Blood ſo deteſtable ; rather lct Juſtice, of- 
fended at his Crime, equally with your Lord- 
ſhip, take an Opportunity of avenging you : 
For ſooner or later, a Perſeverance in Deeds 
ſo atrocious, will bring down Vengeance on 
his Head, whilſt your Lordſhip's Arm ſhall 
remain unpolluted. It is your Lordſhip's 
Engagement to accord with my Requeſt, that 
I now preſs for; nor need you fear, ever 
holding yourſelf as culpable for his Diſmiſ- 


ſion, 


D 2 During 
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_ Dvuxrixc: all Dinner Time, his Lordſhip 


was ſo full of Queſtions, to me and the Ser- 
vants, that he had even learned every mi- 
nute Particular; but now, the Danger being 
paſt, and. recovering hi 


riſing, and drefling in E/ther's Cloaths, their 
ſouſing him in the Horſepond, and his ſuc- 
ceeding Sweat in the Dunghill, I thought his 


Lordſhip would have cracked his Sides with. 


Laughter. 

H highly commended the juſt Chaſtiſe- 
ment they had beſtowed upon him, acknow- 
ledging, that himſelf could not bave adapt- 
ed Puniſhments ſo adequate to his Deme- 
rits; and, my Dear, added be, fince your 
Ladyſhip "ſeems to dread the Effects Þ gas 
Diſpleaſure to Stringer, reſt aſſured, 1 
having already undergone ſo juſt Diſcipline, 
I ſhall only give the Raſcal the Strappado, 
and for ever diſcard. him from my Family, 
and Friendſhip. 

Dix NRER was ſcarce removed, when his. 
Lordſhip ordered Stringer BY Ia him, who. 
told his Conductors, that he could, with far 
more Pleaſure, have faced Death. i in the. 
Horſcpond, than he ſhould be able to con- 


front his Lordſhip. 


I Hap begged Leave to retreat before 
Stringer appeared, as. judging it woul not be 
ſo prudent in me, to be e at his Exa- 


mination, and that before the Servants too, 


whom his Lordſhip could not well. diſmiſs. 
from their Attendance, after the Zeal they 
had already ſhewn in His Service. This alſo, 
wa ien judging no "I improper, I 

1 


is Chearfulnefs again, 
uhen they related the Manner of Stringer's 
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not your Compaſſion for what. Stringer hath 
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was by him deſired to ſtep into the next 
Room, from whence I might hear all that 
paſſed, and be able, if needful, to clear up 
any Difficulty, or contradi& any falſe Al- 
ſertion. 1 

Stringer had no ſooner beheld his Lord- 
ſhip, than poſtrating himſelf before his Pa- 
tron, and in the moſt pathetic Manner 
declaring, that he petitioned not for Pardon; 
he aſſured his Lordſhip, that the Exceſs of 
his Paſſion for me, had impelled him to an 
Act, not only diſſonant, but abſolutely con- 
tradictory, to his cleareſt Reaſon; and that 
his inordinate Deſires had rendered him, for 
the Time, actually out of his Senſes, or he 
had never aimed at the Perpetration of ſo 
ungenerous a Fact. That he was ſenſible of 
the Heinouſneſs of the Tranſaction, and of 


; the little Confidence his Lordſhip could ever, 


for the future, find Reaſon to repoſe in him: 
That it was his earneſt Requeſt, his Lord- 
ſhip would take from him a Life ſo juſtly 
forfeited to his Juſtice, rather than to expoſe 
him, not only to the Buffetings of his own: 
Conſcience, but to the Ignominy and Con- 
tempt of all Mankind, for ſuch an unpara- 
lelled Ingratitude, to ſo generous a Bene- 
1 as his Lordſhip had cver proved to 
im. | 
OBsERVING that this moving Speech had 
wrought tolerably upon his Lordſhip's hu-- 
mane Diſpoſition, he ſtrained his Voice to a 
ſtill higher Pitch. Alas! my Lord, ſaid he, 
heſitate not a Moment to rid the Earth of a 
Reptile unworthy of a Name on it. Let 
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been, with-hold your Hand from- what he 
now merits from you; nor let. wy Crimes 


render me fo contemptible i in your. Eye, as to 
reſtrain you from. beſtowing the ſole. Boon I 
durſt preſume to demand of you. I wait the 
merited Stroke with Impatience, which 
failing me, from your injured Arm, my own 
diſtracted Heart muſt urge me to perform. 
Let me therefore intreat you, Sir, as the laſt 
act of your Clemency, the only remaining 
Teſtimony. of your ſtill ſubſiſting Compaiſi- 
on for me, to revenge yourſelf of this deteſt- 
ed Being, to whom. Life can be of no future 
Account, . under the Complication. of Miſe- 
ries your Frowns muſt introduce. 

IN ſhort, Stringer, by this Harapgue, fo 
mollified his Lordſhip's . rigorous Sentiments 


.of him, that inſtead of the Severities he had 


purpoſed'to exert towards him, he command- 
ed his Cloaths to be reſtored to him (for he 
was ſtill in Ffter's. Livery) and having firit 


- privately ordered an Examination into what 


Cath his Pockets abcunded with, which, up- 
on the Survey, amounted but to Three Shil- 


lings and Six-pence (it wanting but Three 


Days, to the Quarter, wherean he would 
"have received from his Lordſhip Fifty Paunds) 
with a Bank-note for that. Quarterage ſlipt 


4 nto his- Pocket, he diſcharged him, under 


poſitive Iyjunction, never more to appear 
before him. 

No- ſaoner. had His, Lordſhip: expelled 
Stringer, than, calling me in and embracing 
me; my deareſt Biddy, ſaid he, what a 


World % Miſchief might have enſued, had 


this, Hbidinous Man obtained his pernicious 
Views ? 
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Views? My dear Lord, replied I, had that. 
proved the Caſe, your Lordſhip can ſcarce 
conceive you would now have had me to: 
have condoled with you: upon it. How ſo, 
my, Love ? returned he; you: would have 
been. no. way. culpable in ſubmitting to ſuperi- 
or Force and. Neceſſity. Alas! my Lord! 
replied I, could any Superiority have prevail: 
ed with me, to have ſurvived both my own 
Diſcrace and your Diſhonour? No, my Lord, 
Stringer ſhould. never have gained the Ad- 
vantage of me, till L had ſtruggled. myſelf, 
paſt all Probability of ever reproaching him 
for it, I can aſſure you. 
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Stringer gets in with the Earl of 8 
 Perfidy to Lord (G---r---d, Diſcovers Lord 
at G er- d' Marriage to his. Fatber.. Lord 
p- G r- d viſits bis Father. Earl of B---n 

* propoſes a Match to bim. His Evaſion. 
-C Lord Gerd denies bis Ae His 
Id Confuſion. | 


pt! Te 1 Lordſhip, by the Ex- 


er | pulſion of Stringer, had driven out a 

ar Viper from his Intimacy, who might have 
| been dangerous by the near Approach of his 

ed Venomous Jaws; he had.but converted. him 


ng WM thereby into a Bafiliſk, whoſe Effects are 

4 more ſenſibly felt at a Diſtance: For. whilſt 
ad his Lordſhip and I were enjoying ourſelves . 
us or the Nen lar: of the Summer 1 in the Coun- 
t 
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try, Stringer being deſtitute of all further 

Protection from his Lordſhip, was playing 

his Cards at London for his own Benefit. 
His Fifty Pounds, with which his Lord- 


ſhip had diſmiſſed him, being almoſt ſunk, 


and no Proſpe& of a further Recruit preſenting 


from his old Channel, he had applied his 


Wits for ſecuring to himſelf a freſh Stream. 
Hz purpoſely caſt himſelf into the Way of 


the Earl of B.—— n, with a Face collected 


into Chagrin, and an old thread-bare Suit 
of Cloaths on, wherein he made a far worſe 
Appearance than he had ever as yet been 
ſeen in by that Nobleman ; inſomuch, that 
the old Earl, who had long been apprized 
of his Son's Benefactions to him, took No- 
tice of his Dejection, and enquired, when he 
had laſt ſeen Lord G---r---d? For Mr. 
Stringer, added he, my Son has not been 
tiſed to ſuffer his old Friend to appear in this 
indigent Guiſe, nor could I have expected 
to have ſeen you thus, whilſt my Son could 
have afforded you a more ſuitable Accom- 
modation. 5 
Stringer ſhook his Held, as ſeemingly 
ſmothering ſomewhat in his Breaſt, that he 
was unwilling to divulge z; which only ſer- 
ved to ſet the Earl upon an Enquiry into 
what it was he meant, and what it was 
which had prevented the Preſecution of his- 
Son's Kindneſs to him. The Earl put the 
queſtion to him; but Stringer replied, No, m. 
Lord, if I am to ſuffer, let it be my Lot to fink 
alone; far be it from me to betray my 
Friend, at leaſt tnto the Hands. of a Fa- 
ther, who, ſhould tis Indignation burn out 
aint. 


— 
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againſſ him, hath it ſo amply in his Pow- 
er to reſent it. 

Tnls. Flouriſh of Stringer's had its af-. 
fet; for now. the old Earl, impatient. for 
the ſecret Hiftory of his Son's , Pro- 
ceedings, and judging that Stringer's Wants: 
would rander him more ſupple than his. 
Inclination, applied himſelf ſolely to them,, 
by ſignifying, how well he had ever eſteem- 
ed him as a Friend and Companion of his, 


Son; adding, that rather than he ſhould be 


too ſorely diſtreſſed, from any Ceſſation of, 
his Sen's Liberality to him, bimſelf would 
allow him, an. hundred Pounds a- year, juſt 


| to enable him, as a ſingle Man, to ſuſtain. 


the Appearance of a Gentleman; for that. 
his Father and he, in their juvenile Years, 
had been. Fellow-club-mates, and. Intimates. 
themſelves, 

Stringer returning the Earl many T hanks,. 
aſſured him, that his Favour, extended to 
a Wretch like himſelf (in the generous Of- 
ter he had made him, at the very loweſt 
Ebb of his Fortune) would for ever attach 
him to his Lordſhip's Service. 7 

MATTERS, in the EarPs Opinion, grow- 
ing now lully ripe, as an Earneſt of his 
future Liberality, pulling out his Purſe, 
wherein there were at leaſt thirty Guineas, 
he preſented it to Stringer, leſt he ſhould 
ſtand in prefent Need of any thing; and 
then returning to Lord G----r----d, he en- 
quired how he went on; for that ſince. 
his Acceſſion to his Uncle's Eſtate, he had 
been almoſt a ſtranger in his Family. You,., 
Mr. ringer, added he, may be preſumed, 
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to have known his Concerns and Manage- 
ment of late, though I am a. ſtranger to 
them; for young Fellows generally diſcloſe 
thoſe things. laſt of all to their Parents, 
who ought, indeed, to be the firſt Perſons 
their Concerns. ſhould be expoſed to, as beſt 
able, beneficially, to adviſe them; but, in- 
deed, it is moſtly otherwiſe. 

An ! Sir, replied Stringer, it muſt be a 
cutting Stroke to me, to be obliged to be- 
try my old Friend's ſecrets; but the ſoon- 
er a Remedy is applied the better. I really 
neither know what to ſay, or even think, 
of his late "Tranſactions : For having pro- 
cured himſelf a She-friend, whether Wife 
or Miſtreſs, it may be difficult to ſay; 
but having by her a growing Family, an 
Houſeful of Children about him, and herſelf 
a teeming Woman, vain and extravagant, 
in the Support of whoſe Luxury, he is 
kept as poor as a Frier-mendicant ; what a 
Chance then, muſt a Friend of Lord G--r--d's 
ſtand, from her Generoſity ? For nothing 
being ſufficient for her Ambition, not a 
ſingle Penny can flow from his Lordſhip 
but through her Hands. 

Now what has diſpleaſed him from me 
1s, added Stringer, the candid Advice I have 
given him, not to ſuffer himſelf to be thns 
. impoſed upon; together with ſome plain 
Hints of her Levity, and Inconſtaney to him, 
arid thoſe from my own Knowledge too : 
For would you imagine tt, Sir ? added he, 
ſhe had the Impudence, in his Lordſhip's 
own Houſe, to come to bed to me one 


Night, in the. Abſence of her Huſband, 


Paramour, 
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Paramour, or what ſhall I ſtile him? Nay, 
ſo frought with Deceit and Management 
was ſhe, that upon his Lordſhip's Return, 
(the Affair having taken Wind) ſhe had the 
Addreſs to turn the Tables upon me, in 
| Vindication of her own Innocence; all 
which, the poor deluded. Huſband made no 
more Scruple of yeilding Credit to, than to 
the Goſpel, O!] Sir, added he, ſhe had 
too much Artifice, for ſo well meaning a 
Man as Lord G---r---d. = 

You confound me-! replied the Earl. 
A Wife, ſay you, are you ſure ſhe is his 
Wife ?----Why, Man ! I had rather he 
$ ſhould keep a Dozen Whores, than have 
; one Wife, unleſs of my own procuring. 
n But pray, what Fortune, and of what Fa- 
if mily is the Lady? Why, here again, my 
t, Lord, ſaid Stringer, your Goodneſs mult 
is excuſe the Expoſure of my Friend's Folly.--- 
a © Who is ſhe ? Who is ſhe ? Good Mr. 
Stringer, ſaid the Earl, with ſome Impati- 
g ence. Your Lordſhip knows her, ſaid he.--- 
a Dear Mr. Stringer, without more ado, name 
ip her, faid the Earl. I am really almoſt aſham- 
Ie, replyed Stringer, to inform you Honour, 
ane that it is your late Lady's Maid, Biddy Farmer. 
ve UN DO NE! ſaid the Earl. Biddy a Lady! 
as — Biddy my Daughter! — But there are 
in Hopes, ſtill.— She can but be his Miſtreſs, 
n, and then all will be well: For between you 
o: and me, Mr. Stringer, I am at this Time 
ze, treating for a Marriage with Lady Mary 
p's Cu- for him; and a vaſt fortune ſhe 
ne s. Nay, Preliminaries-are within another 
id, Meeting of being adjuſted -on. both Sides; 


ſo 
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ſo that as I ſaid before, J hope there is no 
Marriage between them, and then, a Piece 
of Money will patch her up for ſome nee 
dy Fellow, who will gladly ſnap at bis 
Lordſhip's Leavings, for the ſake of the 
N Caſh. 

Hers, Stringer interpoſed with his Advice 
to the Earl, not to be too ſanguine in his 
Hopes, leſt (as he feared it would prove) 
Lord G---r---d was already incapacitated for 
any Match he might provide for him: For 
that, if his Information was true, I was ac- i 
tually his Wife, and vouched for his- Au- 
thor, my late Maid Ether, who, as he in- 
formed the Farl, knew muck more of the 
Matter than himſelf. : 

Tris ſet the Earl into a moſt violent 
Paſſion, nor could Stringer by any Means 
pacify him, but by producing £/ther, to 
avouch her Knowledge in the Affair. 

MR. Stringer and Eſther, as was moſt 
probable, from what hath before been ſaich 
were no great Strangers to each other, tor 
the very next Day he produced her, when 
ſhe, by ſeveral Circumſtances, corroborated 
the Fact of the Marriage, as that I went 
by his Name, was called my Lady, wore 
a Wedding-Ring, and that ſhe had often 
heard Lord G---r---d, iu ſpeaking of me, 
ſtile me his Wife, and ime at Times, 
ſtile him my Huſband ; nor had ſhe ever 
heard it ſuſpected, either in our own Fami- 
1 r elſewhere, that e were other than 
Nan and Witte. 

Al. L. this being ſo. plainly made -out, the 


Earl ſwore if it houid prove true, that . 
woul 
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would diſinherit his Son, and cut him off 
from every Expectation of his Eſtate. Then | 
recommending it to each of them, to re- 
double their Diligence, for reducing the 
Affair to an abſolute Certainty one Way 
or other, he promiſed them ample Grati- 
fication for their Pains. 

TE Earl might have ſaved both hirnſelf, 
and his Agents much 'Trouble, had he but 
patiently waited a Day or two longer ; for in 
that Time, Lord G---r=--d paid his Father a 
Viſit. He perceived an unſual Coolneſs in 
the Earl, upon his firſt Approach to his Pre- 
ſence; but had not the leaſt Suſpicion from 
whence it proceeded, till after a ſhort Pauſe 
on both Sides; Son, ſaid the Earl, I am treat- 
ing of a Match for you, and as my Children 
by my ſecond Lady, muſt have a * 
out of my Eſtate, 1 am deſirous. of co 
ing you to the Daughter of anoble Lord, my 
very good Friend, whoſe ample Fortune, 
will in a great Meaſure compenſate, for 
what will be — from you by the younger 
Branches of my 3 

Lord. G--r=--d was ſo abaſhed at this in- 
telligence, that he was unable to reply to 
it; when his Father again put it to him, how 
he liked Lady Mary C---d---1? His Lord. 
ſhip anſwered, chat ſhe was certainly a moſt 
deſerving Lady, but that having at preſent 
not the leaſt Thoughts of making ar ry Alt 
ration in his Way ol of Life, he hoped hi 
ther would give himſelf no — oithh 
upon his Account. That his conſtant eek 
ers were for the Earl's Life, to enjey W 
N had; and that I his Ole bn 
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be run out, whatever he ſhould be pleaſed to 


aſſign him, would be ſufficient for his every 
Purpoſe, without incumbering himſelf at pre- 


ſent in the Marriage-ſtate ; for that he could 


not as yet ſay, when he might be inclined to 
Matrimony, p | FB 


Son ! Son! ſaid the Earl, looking very 
ſternly, - caſt no Duſt in my Eyes. This 


Corn is too light to decoy old Birds with. 


Come, come, explain to me.-----Who have 


you with you at you Seat in Hertfordſhire ? 


My dear Lord was ready to ſink into the 


Earth, at this ſo ſudden, and unexpected Puſh, 


nor dared he to make the leaſt Reply to a Fa- 
ther, the Rigor of whoſe Severity he had ever 
ſo much dreaded, and on former Occaſions. 
had ſo often felt. + 267 ae «5 5 
WHarT! ſaid the Earl, have you no An- 
ſwer ready for me? Let me have no Palli- 
ations, tell me the naked Truth. What 
Woman, I fay, is it, that you keep in Hert- 
fordfbire ? His Lordſhip being ſenſible, there 
could be no Room for Evaſion of a Fae, 
which moſt probably, his Father was no leſs 
apprized of, than himſelf, replied, that ſhe 


was his Wife. Raſcal! ſaid the Earl, tell 


me truly, that ſhe is your Whore, and all is 
well: For let me hear but the Name of a 
Wife, and I ſhall from henceforth diſclaim 
all manner of Relationſhip to you. | 
H Is Lordſhip, well nigh terrified to death, 
at the Fury which had ſpread; itſelf over his 
Father's Countenance; but hoping to miti- 


gate his Paſſion, by a Compliance with what 


jhe pegteived to be ſo much his Inclination, 
theggidiPardgn for the Untruth he had raſh: 
_—.. 4 y 
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ly been guilty of; but added, that his Paſ- 
ſlon prevailing, for perſuading a late Servant 
of his Honor's to ſubmit to his Embraces, he 
had ever fince found her ſo agreeable to him, 


| that he had ſtill retained her to himſelf. 


WELL! well! Lord Gr -a, replied the 
Earl, I am glad to hear it is no worſe.---- 
Young Fellows will be amorous.----Nature 


* muſt be aſſiſted. And ſince you have behav- 


ed with Diſcretion, theſe Sallies muſt be paſ- 
ſed over ;z---but, do you hear, part with her, 
---part with her forthwith, and as 1 am in- 
formed, you have Children by her, either 
give her a Sum of Money to take them off 
your Hands at once, or ſettle ſome little 
Matter upon them. I'll take care to make 
it up to you, upon your Marriage: For 1 
would have all clear and eaſy, on the Intro- 
duction of your Lady.---Be with me at Din- 
ner To-morrow, and you ſhall pay Lady 
Mary you firſt Viſit in the Afternoon, whilſt 
her Father and I finiſh the Treaty we have 


| been upon. | 


His Lordſhip, who during his Father's 
Harrangue, had beeri ſtudying what to reply ; 
begg'd to be excuſed from his Attendance 
upon the Lady the next Day, having appoint- 
ed Buſineſs of the utmoſt Conſequence, for 


that Time, which he could no Ways diſap- 


point, but aſſured the Earl, that he would 
loon take an Opportunity of waiting upon 

him ſor that. Purpoſe... 4th re 5h 1 
TEIL me of no Engagements, ſaid his Fa- 
ther; you can have none of equal Conſe- 
quence, either to your ſelf or me, with the 
Match I have propoſed to you. None of 
| E 2 your 
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your Put-offs therefore, I do inſiſt upon your 

dining with me, and then making the Viſit. 
Lord G---r—-d then perceiving, that all 

he could urge towards a Delay would prove 

ineffeCtual, ſeemingly conſented to _ and 


took his Leave. 


CHNDEHAND er td cies | 
110 c HAP. v. | 


Reflections upon Vice. Biddy conſents to Lord 
 G---y----d's denying bis Marriage to her. 

Reaſons of Lord G---r---&s Condeſcenſion to 

the Harl bis Father. Biddy quits his Lord- 
© ſhip's Seat. Lord G r- d' Letten to ber 
after his firſt Viſit to Lady Mary. A Mock- 
| OPS Match broken N 


8 UREL Y, did Mankind but Wiese 
conſider the Conſequences attendant on 
one vicious Action, not all the Gratifications 
upon Earth would ever bias them to the 
commiſſion of it. 

Never was any Man more experimen- 
rally ſenſible of this than my dear Lord, 
when feriouſly reflecting on the Falſity he 
had been guilty of to his Father, he beheld 
the Train of Miſeries, which, ſtep by ſtep, 
ſucceeding each other, had all been ſuperin- 
duced by that one groſs Lie, he had thought 
to have ſheltered himſelf under, from the 


inſtant Wrath of an incenſed Parent, at the 


time he declared me to have been only his 


Miſtreſs, and not his lawful Wife. 
1 Hs. 
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H let the Earl under the moſt pungent 
Concern at his Command for attending him 
to Lord C--4----1"s. as the next Day, He 
returned to his Lodgings, threw, himſelt on 
his Bed, where he paſſed the Night in the 
greateſt Agonies, till Morning He reſolved 
not to meet his Father, according to Appoint- 
ment, nor to ſubje& himſelf to the Conſe- 
quences of that detefted Interview with Lady 
Mary.---W hat had he done Chow had he 


involved himſelf in inextricable. Difficulties 


(would he ſay) by that one fallacious Article 
of denying his Marriage with me, Which, 
ſooner or later, muſt prove him a Liar !---- 
He aroſe, wrote to his Father, read. the Let- 
ter, and immediately burnt it.--The Thoughts 
of me, and of his deareſt Children, each of 
us more precious to him than his own Heart's 
Blood, diſtreſſed him to the laſt Degree. 
He reſolved to publiſh his Marriage to his 


Father ; but with what Face could he now 


deny what he had ſo lately aſſerted as a Ve- 
rity! and how could he proceed, upon the 


falſe Grounds he, had publiſhed, to him! nor 
could he ever hope for a Relaxation of his 
Father's Anger, upon a Retraction of his N. 
Declaration to him. 

He formed but too true a Judgment upon 
the Earl's implacable Temper, to hope for 
any Return of his Favour, after a Diſcloſure | 
of the groſs Impoſition he had put upon him; 
and dared not, after the Commiſſion of ſuch 
a Fraud, to appear again in his Preſence; 2 
ſtill uncertain how jo behave, 55 ordered | 
Chariot, and drove down to me. 
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It is ſcarce credible, what an Alteration = 
few Days, I may ſay a few Hours, had oc- 
cafioned in his Lordſhip; and he did not, in 
the leaſt, aim at concealing his Diſcompo- 


fure from me; but ſtalking into my Dreſſing- 


room, more like a Spectre than a living Man, 
he fell upon my Neck, and during a long 
Silence, profuſely laviſhed forth his Tears 
into my Boſom; whilſt I, wild with Con- 
fuſion, urged him, for Heaven's ſake, to an 
Explanation. | 

His Heart was yet too full, and his whole 
Frame too much agitated to reply, ſave with 
the bittereſt Sighs and Groanings ; till by 


now and then a broken Sentence, I could 


perceive his Strugglings were on my Ac- 
count. This ſtill heightening my Curioſity 
for the Cauſe, I grew almoſt Frantick, till 
he ſhould be able wholly to diſburthen him- 
ſelf before me; then, claſping him in my 
Arms; O!] my deareſt Lord] my Life! my 
Huſband, ſaid I, either explicate the Occa- 
ſion of your Sorrows, to me, or plunge your 


Sword into the deteſted Breaſt, which hath 


created you all this Woe; rid me from the 
World, and from the moſt painful State of 
Uncertainty, your Griefs have thrown me 
into, and under which, it wilt be impoflible 
for me, long to ſubſiſt. 44655 L 94. 

Bx it vrhat it will, my dear Lord, added 
J, fo that it is not any Error or Miſconduct 


of mine, that hath thus redueed you, I ſhall reſt 


content, if I may but be permitted to ſhare the 
Burden with you; but, my Lord, your ſilent 
Tears, torture my very Soul to DiſkraQion: 
For leaving me nothing to hope, they fill 
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me with every Dread, that can poſſibly tor- 


| 8 Mind.. Speak! ſpeak then, 


my good Lord, pour all your Troubles into 


7 _ Breaſt, and there, whatever Griefs they 
may demand, let me fuſtam them. 


His Lordſhip, having by this Time con- 


27 quered the firſt Struggles of his Paſſions, O 
Biddy! faid he, how ſhall Lever more behold 
thy Face, after the Abufe J have put upon thee ! 
He then flooded me again with his Tears. 
lt cannot be, my dear Lord, faid I, that you 
have eb me, or be it ſo, I remit it all. 

Il am ſatisfied you wrong yourſelf. Nay, 
what Injury can you poſſibly have done, 
equivalent to theſe Tears, to me, who live 
but for you. — Say, that you have wronged 
my Bed; I am jure it was through Inadver- 
tency, or by. Surprize, and J can ſtill for- 
give it, from my Heart forgive it; but let 
not my dear Lord overwhelm himſelf with 
| Grief, upon my Account. 


No, Biddy, faid his Lordſhip, that never 


| could have proved my Caſe. No, my Love, 


my Trouble ſprings from a want of Truth 
and Fidelity to thee. Tell me then, my 
deareſt Lord, demanded I, what it is you 
would further ' diſcloſe to me? O] Biday, 


' ſaid he, I have, before my Father, denied 
you to be my Wife. 


IAM too well convinced, faid I, of your 
Lordſhip's Affection for me, to imagine that 
any Thing, beſs than the moſt forcible Ne- 


Lords could have 23 with your 


for ſuch a aration; 0 can 


that, or 2 conjoined to it, unſettle the 
put dae þ ad evor beas for your Lord- 


ſhip, 
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Mip, whilſt I can be perſuaded of my pre- 
ſent Station in your Lordſhip's Breaſt. Nay, 


my good Lord, added I, ſo wholly am 1 | 


ee both. in Will and Affection, that, be. 
L 


eve me, if to rank again in my former Sta- ö 
tion, would in the deaſtl hut contribute to 


your Peace, you might command me freely, 


and meet with an implicit Obedience from 


me; let but your Love accompany my Call- 
ing: For as without this, the fublimeſt Pomp 
this Earth affords, would but prove a worth- 
leſs Impoſition on me; fo with. it, no poſ- 
ſible Depreſſion of Fortune, can afford me 
the leaſt Diſquiet. 

I DESIRED his Lordſhip. to i me, how 
it came to paſs, that I ſhould be introduced 
as a Topic of their Diſcourſe at his Father's! 
His Lordſhip then acquainted me with all 
that had paſſed between his Father and him, 
relative to his Marriage with Lady Mary 
C- dn, and by what Means he had been 
induced fo far to falſify, as to deny his Affi- 
ance with me. 

_ My dear Lord ſuffered ſo much, during 
this Relation, as moved me prodigiouſly ; ; 
when, intreating me not to weep, he begged 
my Pardon for his Error; but it was the laſt 
of its kind he would ever be guilty of; for 
that his cool Reſſection had determined him 
to break through, not only the Ties of filial 
Duty, but every more intereſting Obligr 
tion, rather than to ſubmit to the Horrors 
he had ever ſince been haunted with. x 
Paxpox mel my Lord, ſaid 1, theſe Teats 
flow not for myſelf (for I wept abundantly) 
but from, a Senſe of the Sufferings you — 
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have endured, at being compelled to vitiate 


the Character of one ſo dear to you, as I 
hope I have ever been, and ſhall never ceaſe 


to be. | | 


Ar rx tedious Debate upon the Subject, our 
Reſolves, at length, all centered in this, that 


his Lordſhip (with all due Submiſſion) ſhould 
write to the Earl, by way of Excuſe for not 
meeting him, till he was aſſured whether he 
could diſpoſe of me without Tumult or Di- 
ſturbance: For that, ſhould any Queſtions 
be demanded of him by Lady Mary's Friends 
concerning me, be choſe to have it abſo- 
| Jutely in his own Power, to deny my having 


any further Dependance upon him; ſo that, 
fo ſoon, as 'Things were ſettled, he would 
pay his Duty to his Lordſhip. + 
This, my Reader will fay, was a very 
odd Scheme for me to have come into; yet 
the chief Contrivance of it was my own: 
For what would I not have done, what 
would J not have ſubmitted to, that might 
but have reſcued that dear Man from a Mo- 
ment's Diſquiet, whoſe Soul was wraptup in 


me and my little Infants? 


We little conſidered with ourſelves, when 
we. had formed this Device, that it could 
prove no other than a patched-up Truce be- 
tween the Earl and us, which might, proba- 
bly, procure to Father and Son ſome few 
more friendly Meetings; but then, we pe- 
netrated not into the Succeſſion of thoſe dark 
Conſequences which were to enſue ; nor 
though we added upon this wild Principle, 
had each of us a Diſtruſt of the other's In- 


tegrity; for could that have for a Moment 
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ſubſiſted between us, we had never left it in 
the Power of either of us to have diſtreſſed 
the other, or the Earl himſelf to have di- 
ſtreſſed us both. 8 
TE Earl's Honour muſt, of Neceſſity, 
deſcend upon my Huſband, but without his 
Eſtate too, which was very conſiderable, 
what his Lordſhip was in Poſſeſſion of, ex- 
cluſive of his Father's annual Bounty, amount- 
ed to but little more than Three 'Lhoutand 
a- year; too ſcanty a Pittance to attend the 
Dignity: So that it was the Proſpect of his 
-Father's Eſtate, : or at leaſt a good Part of 
it, that had kept his Lordſhip in ſuch a ſer- 
vile Dependance upon him; for though his 
Lordſhip had often, with great Sincerity, 
wiſhed himſelf but a private Gentleman, in 
which Sphere his then Income would have 
anſwered his every View in Life; yet his 
: Lordſhip had a Spirit, which would not ea- 
ſily acquieſce under the Title of an Earl, de- 
void of an Eftate ſuitable for the Support of 
that Dignity. ' > 38621] rt ws 
II may be wondered at, perhaps, that his 
Lordſhip ſhould not have been intitled to 
any Eſtate at his Father's Death, in conſe- 
quence. of any Settlement upon his Mother 
(whoſe Fortune I have before mentioned to 
have been very large) his Lordſhip, being her 
only Child; but L muſt inform my Reader, 
that ſhe being, within few Months, of Age 
at his Father's Marriage with her, and her 
Fortune being wholly in her own Hands, the 
Earl had ſo wrought upon the Lady to expe- 
dite their Marriage, that the Settlement was 
deferred till her Arrival at the Age of twenty- 
| > -” ones 


| tion, I ſhall 


- . 
we. ths 
* 


my Own LI E. 47 
one; but before it could be perfected, ſhe. 
dying in Childbirth of his Lordſhip, he was 
left wholly dependant on his Father. 7 

We now made all the Preparations poſſi- 
ble for my quitting his Lordſhip's Seat, with 
my Children, for a Retirement that he had 
provided for me about ten Miles farther. in 
the Country; nor did his Lordſhip. delay 
waiting upon his Father, for a longer Space, 
than the Neceſſity of the Caſe might ſeem to 
require; but his Lordſhip's main View was, 
by ſtarting frequent Objections, to protract 
Time ſo, that poſſibly, his Father might die 
before Matters ſhould- be puſhed to ſuch Ex- 
tremity, as to compel him to adhere to my 
Marriage, which he had reſerved as his laſt 
Mert. | 

I was as well ſituated with my Children, 
m my new Habitation, as I could have wiſh- 
ed, under ſo great a Privation of my Huſ- 
band's Society as then threatened me; but 
his Lordſhip's daily Vexation at parting with 
me (freſh Accounts of which he each Poſt 
tranſmitted to me) blunted the Edge of every 
flattering Idea, and kept me under far more 
Diſquietudes for his Sake than my o-wn. 

His Lordſhip, by Letter, gave me ac- 
count of his firſt Interview with Lady Mary, 
ſo pleaſantly, that, for my Readers Satisfac- 

hereto ſubjoin it in his own 
1 3 3 
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OU may, with, fat more Facility gueß 
at, than I can deſcribe; the) Vaplence I 
am obliged to offer to my Nature, whillt — 
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gaged in ſo diſagreeable a Purſuit, as I am 
here enliſted into. 

I YESTERDAY paid my firſt Viſit to Lady 
Mary, accompanied with my Father ; when, 
after about half an Hour ſpent by us in her's 
and her Father's Company, his Lordſhip 
taking my Father out of the Room with 
him, undoubtedly propoſed thereby, to give 
me an Opportunity of paying my Addreſſes 
to that Lady. 

I canNnor ſay, but had I been difengag- 
ed, or had I never known you, my Dear, 
that there could have happened any Thing 
in the leaſt unpleaſing, to a Man of nicer 
Taſte than I am, in Lady Mary's Company, 
who is undoubtedly as accompliſhed as the 
Sex can well admit of; but with what Spirit 
was it poſſible for me to exert the Talents of 
a Lover, to any other than my beloved Bid- 
dy? Had I addreſſed the Woman, it muſt 
have been directed to thee, in her, none other 
being capable of inſpiring that Paſſion in my 
Breaft than thy deareft Self; but ſomewhat 
muſt be ſaid, and fo it was; for after a full 
fifteen Minutes Silence, I blundered out, in an 
aukward Manner, the Bleſſings attainable in 
the Marriage-ſtate, between ſuch as made 
Love the chief Motive of their -uniting 
in 1t. JS BI4e a Srtge — 

I PRESENTLY Perceived I had overſhot 
the Mark, or could I conceive her ſuch a 
Fool, as to believe the Motive mine, when 
our two Fathers had ſo'forig been adjuſting 
the Articles, as to have well nigh brought 
them to Concluſton, before I had ever ap- 

prized her of my Sentiments, or had * 
1 N 5 the 
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the leaſt Return from her ; and indeed, I re- 
n ceived a moſt pertinent Anſwer from her; in 
a Confeſſion, that it probably might be as I 
ly gueſſed; but having given herſelf no Trouble 
n, hitherto, in the N of ſuch Affairs, 


8 ſhe could not reply from any prior Surmiſes 
ip of her own, upon the Subject. F 

th Hap I but poſſeſſed the leaſt Fragment of 
ve Love, or could I but have aſſumed a Gaiety 
es of Temper to have perſonated the Lover at 


that Time, I ſhould ſoon have been inſpired 
g- with a ready Reply to her Anſwer ; and tho“ 


ar, of no material Conſequence, our Converſa- 
ng tion might have been kept up, till their Lord- 
der ſhips had again entered to our Relief; but I 
y, became fo ſhocked at all Thoughts of raiſing 
he Expectations in her, which my own Heart 
Tit would condemn me for, that turning the 
; of Diſcourſe ' to meer Matters of Indifference, 
id- the Monoſyllable, Love, or ought elſe to be 
uf deduced from it, was not ſo much as once 
ner more hinted at between uns. 

my I MusT do the Lady the Juſtice to ſay, that 


hat ſhe ſupported my Indifference with a perfect 
full Reſignation, conſidering it proved what ſhe 
an could by no Means have expected, from the 
2 1 BY Preparation ſhe had undoubtedly made to 
ade have received me as a Suitor ; however, be- 
ing fore we were both run aground, for want of 


farther Subjects to have proceeded upon, our 


hot Fathers preſented themſelves before us, in 


hen a fair Beginning. 8 
ing Our Viſit was now ſoon ended, and my 
ght Father aſſured me, as we returned home, that 


he having adjuſted all Matters with Lord 
tt | . G--d--n, 


little Doubt, I preſume, of our having made 
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C -den, it would be needleſs in us Young- 
ones to make a tedious Affair of it, and there- 


fore recommended to me, the puſhing our 


Courtſhip to a Concluſion as ſoon as poſſible. 

HE would fain have been let into the Par- 
ticulars of my Requeſts, and her Anſwers, 
with all that had paſſed between us; but I 
Teplied, that our Words being directed by 
the Suggeſtions of our Mind, upon occaſional 
Circumſtances, as they accidertally aroſe, it 


was impoſſible for me to repeat them. 


I BEGIN to have a far more indifferent No- 
tion of this Artifice than ever I had, and as 
my Father inſiſts upon my ſeeing her again 
'To-morrow, and ſo every other Day, I muſt 
throw all at Hazard, rather than totally de- 
prive myſelf of You and my dear Children, 
one Moment with whom, out-weighs an Age 


with all the World beſides, in the Eſteem of. 
Dur moſt aſfectionate Huſband, 
| RD G—R---D. 


T $HALL not take upon me to tranſcribe ſe- 


veral other of his Lordſhip's Letters, on the 


Subject; but I from them collected, that Lad 
Mary's Father had complained to the Earl, 
of the Coolneſs of his Son's Behaviour to 


that Lady, which the Earl excuſed, as much] 


as poſſible, from Lord G=r--d's Baſhful- 
neſs; but as his Affections, he was certain, 
were fully ſettled upon the young Lady, he 
doubted not, but as he grew to greater Inti- 
macy with her, he would be more ſanguine 


His 
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| 5 His Lordſhip paying his Viſits regularly, 
by Compulſion of his Father, without the 


leaſt further Progreſs in the Affair on his 
Part; the old Gentleman, he told me, had 
prepared the Settlement, and appointed a 
Day for the Ceremony, which his Lordſhip, 


on pretence of ſome Failure in the Deeds, 


had cauſed to be put off, more than once or 


twice; till at length, grown quite weary of the 


Mock Scene, without Proſpect of coming off 
at laſt with Honour, he reſolved to proceed 
no longer, in a Courſe ſo oppoſite to his In- 
clination; and now, nothing offering to pre- 
vent their Marriage at an appointed Day, 
my dear Lord ſummoned up his Courage, to 
acquaint Lord C---4---z of his former Mar- 
riage, and that the Courtſhip he had carried 


on with Lady Mary, had been entirely under 
Compulſion of his Father, whoſe fiery Na- 


ture, had hitherto obliged him to conceal the 
real Truth; and then intreating his Lord- 
ſhip's Pardon, he begged him to find ſome- 
Means of diſſolving the Treaty, and that, if 
poſſible, without endangering his Lordſhip's 
future Proſpe& with his Father. 
LoRp C—d—2#, he ſent me Word, 
ſtood as one Thunder-ſtruck at his Report, 
acknowledging his Lordſhip's Juſtice, in re- | 
vealing the Truth, before Conſummation, but 
blamed him exceedingly, for having ſuffered 


it to proceed fo far fiſt; and finally, forbad 


him his Houſe for the, Time to come. 5 
TRE Ice being now broken, and my dear 
Lord not daring to face his Father again, he 
fled forthwith into the Country to me; but 
under ſuch Confuſion of Mind, as nothing 
5 8 that 
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that I could ſay or do would diſſipate : For 
tho? his Affection for me was invariable, and 
would break through every Weight that op- 
preſſed him; yet the Anguiſh of my Mind, 
was no leſs than his own, for ſeveral Days 
that we had now been together : But our 
Union had not been of above ten Days Con- 
tinuance, before we were rouſed by a moſt 
unexpected Viſitant, who alone claimed AE 
Part of our Attention, | 


B 
© H AP. VI, 


1 of Lord G---r---d and bis Father 


with Biddy. Denies bis Marriage to Biddy 
through Fear. Biddy 10 be turned 0 
Charged with Peony of Faith to Lord 
G--T--d. He clears it. 


S his Lordſhip and I were walking Arm. 
in Arm in our Garden one Day, and. 
feriouſly dehating upon paſt Occurrences, 


one of our Servants running to us, informed 


us that a Coach and Six was arrived at the- 


Gate. We immediately gave Orders for 


ſhewing the Company in, and we would wait 
on them preſently; but turning ſhort to re- 
ceive them who ſhould be labouring up to 
meet us, but the Earl of B--1. 

Tux Sisht of his Lordſhips ſo near us, 


pierced like a Sword through us both; but 


as it was then too late to fly, we mended our 
Pace to receive him. 


- 


His 
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His Zeal, for engaging us without a Mo- 
ment's Loſs of Time, was ſo great, as to 
have ſpurred him forwards with ſuch Cele- 


lent Man, and Ptiſical, his Lungs wrought 


ſo by the Time he met us, as not to ſuffer” 
him to adjuſt his Words to a ſpeechable Me- 


dium, ſo that we were wholly at a Loſs for 


his Errand for a full Quarter of an Hour, 
moſt of which Time Lord G— r—d and I, 
had been upon our Knees, in Hopes of re- 
ceiving his Bleſſing ; but though the old Gen- 
tleman had ſeveral Times made Eſſays for ut- 


tering his Mind to us, yet, being unable to 
utter forth more than a Syllable at once, and 
that moſt unintelligibly, we had not yet been 


enabled to gueſs, whether his Intent had 
amounted to a Curſe, or a Bleſſing; though 


if any Credit might have been given to the 


Language of his Eye, the only legible Part 
of his Countenance; for his Cheeks, Mouth, 
and Noſtrils, wrought like a Smith's Bel- 
lows, in one Key all the while, we both 


dreaded the former. 


Ar length, perceiving us ſtill to be kneel- 
ing before him like Statues, he, by two or 
three haſty Elevations of his Hand, ſigni- 
fied to us his Command to riſe. We obeyed, 


and Lord G—r— 4d perceiving his Father in 


for him to ſit on. 2 


rity in his Motion, that: being a very corpu-- 


ſuch an Agony ſtill, and well knowing that 
it was but with Difficulty that he could re- 
tain. his Legs for any longer Seaſon, he ran 
for a Wooden-ſtool, which ſtood in a Sum- 
mer-houſe at the farther End of the Walk, 


I; wao 
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I, Wno was not apprized of his Lordſhip's 
Intent in making off ſo faſt, being left alone 
with the Earl, was almoſt beſide myſelf, leſt 
his Lordſhip ſhould have meditated a more 
diſtant Trip; and the more ſo, when in his 
Abſence, finding the old Gentleman ſcarce 
able to ſtand, running to ſupport him, was 
fpurned trom him with the utmoſt Indigna- 
tion, and his great Crutch-headed Cane bran- 
diſhed at my Head. | 

His Lordſhip was now returned with the 
Stool, upon which his Father ſoon ſeated' 
himſelf when his Vigour by Degrees return- 
ing; What? ſaid he, young Man, am I to 
be made your Dupe ? your Tool? your Make- 
game? Raſcal, added he, how dared you to 
ſet me to Match- making for you, when you 
knew yourſelf already Married .- -Married! 
did I ſay, it cannot be that thou art married !- 
Sirrah! thou canſt not be married to that 
falſe, intriguing-Gypſey, — What ſhall it be 
ſaid that a Deſcendant of Lord Bin, who 
might have been preſumed to have inherited 
his mental Qualifications, hath been tricked 
into Matrimony, by a deſigning, wheedling- 
Strumpet, who has outſtripped him in Ar- 
r N e 91-2 

War have I been doing all my Life- 
time? Curtailing my reaſonable Enjoyments, 
and diminiſhing the Figure I might have made 
in the World, and by every Means ſcraping 
Riches together, and all to have left ſuch a 
mean ſpirited Scoundrel a Support to his un- 
deſerved Title.— But, Wretch ! I'll leave you 
naked, as I firſt received you from your Mo- 
ther, and let your beg, arly Title deſcend to 

| 8 this 
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this Creature's Baſtards, if it will ; for-lawful 
Iſſue they can never be, begotten againſt all 
Senſe, Reaſon, Decency, and. the Will of 
your Parent. "6 br 

THE old Gentleman having run himſelf 
out. of Breath in his firſt Heat, and panting. 
moſt enormouſly, till he had recovered his: 
Wind again; at length, began ſomewhat more 
moderately in his ſecond Courſe, whilſt his. 
Lordſhip and I were withdrawn almoſt be-. 
hind him; till calling to his Lordſhip, Son, 
faid he, (though this, perhaps, may be the 
laſt Time of my ever calling you ſo) come 
forward, nor ſuffer that deceitful Woman's 
Inſinuations to weigh out in the Anſwer you 
ſhall make to the Demand I ſhall offer to you. 
Laſk you ſeriouſly, therefore anſwer me ſo- 
lemnly; you have told me you are not mar- 
ried to her, and till ſhe again beguiled you 
with her Flatteries, perſiſted in it, and then 
you again confirmed it to Lord C-d-n that 
you was, I ſay, I demand a peremptory An- 
ſwer from you, are you married, or are 
you not? | 

LORD G- u-, looking down, as paufing- 
upon what; Anſwer he ſhould return, I, who. 
ſtood oppoſite to him, and ſo far behind his 
Father as not to be diſcerned. by him, made. 
every Sign I could invent, to engage his 
Lordſhip to a Denial (for the dreadful Sen- 
tence -of never more calling him Son, had 
made a deep Impreſſion on us both) which 
his Loroſhip perceiving, and himſelf alſo con- 
cluding it would prove the ſole Means of 
averting his threatened Ruin, with a faulter- 
ing Accent replied, that he was not.. 


CAN 


The HISTORY ff 

Can I credit this? ſaid the old Gentle-- 
man. You: may, Sir, replied his Lordſhip. 
Then calling over his Shoulder to me, Hark 
ye, Madam, ſaid he, come forward, and an- 
{wer me (though I doubt not of finding you 
in a contrary, Note) do you look upon your- 
ſelf to be Lord G---r---d's. Wife? So far as 
Promiſes, and mutual Engagements. of the 
moſt ſacred. Fidelity. to each other, can ren- 
der me, I do, Sir, replied I. 

TELL me of none of your Fidelities and' 
Engagements, ſaid he ; my Son has perſiſted 
too long in an Error already, and high Time 
it is that he ſhould now rectify it: There- 


fore, Madam, do you hear me, take notice, 
that from this Day forward you muſt look 


out for a new Keeper. My Son has done 


with you; and ſince he knows not how to be- 
have himſelf at Liberty, I ſhall take him 


home with me, and keep him under my own 


Hand. What Breed of Baſtards is there be- 
tween. 2 J replied, that I had four Chil-- 

ery well! ſaid: he, they muſt not 
ſtarve; take notice, my Son ſhall leave you 


dren. 


all the Furniture of this Houſe, make the 


moſt of it for your Subſiſtence, fend the Brats 
all to Service as. they grow up, they'll ſoon. 
earn their Bread, and yourſelf may get in- 
to freſh Keeping under ſome other Coxcomb; 


then think yourſelf very well off. | 
My Tears were, under Difficulty, reſtrain- 


_ ed within their Sluices, at this ignominious. 
Treatment of myſelf, and the pretty Infants ;. 
though I ſmothered them as much as poſſible, 
leſt they ſhould. augment Lord G---r---d's 
Pain; but the Earl obferving me juſt * 
| or 
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for a Diſcharge; what would the Woman 
have more ſaid he; are you uneaſy that the 
Cart's Tail ſhould be omitted out of your 
Sentence? Which, in good Truth, but for 
my Son's ſake, would have been a moſt de- 
ſerved Portion of it. 

Mar it pleaſe your Lordſhip, ſaid I, Lord 
G — r—- &d hath hitherto proved a Man of 
too much Honour to have had a Thought 
of abandoning me, and faur poor harmleſs 
Babes, under the ſcanty Maintainance your 
Lordſhip would propoſe for us. His Lord- 


? ſhip doubts. not but the Children are his own, 


and if ſo, they are your Grand- children; 


i then, ſuppoſe we are not. married, yet thoſe 
Innocents deſcending from you, muſt ſurely, 


claim ſome little Title to your Regard, above 
a Deſertion to Want and Penury. 


Ave, aye, ſaid the Earl, it is what I expeQ- 


ed; a virtuous Woman, no doubt, and the 
Children all my Son's, and my Deſcendants 


no queſtion 3 but who, think you, in their 
right Wits, will give credit to what a Pro- 
ſtitute will ſay ? | | 

My Lord, anſwered I, whatever Cenſure 
you may judge my Actions liable to, PII ap- 
peal to your Son for my Fidelity to him; if 


ever I have ſtrayed, either in Thought, Ac-. | 


tion, or Inclination, from the pureſt Faith to 
Lord G----r----g, let me meet no Favour. 
iro either of you. No, my Lord, what- 
ever Reproaches your Honour may load me 


vitch, Lam aſſured they can meet with no- 


Countenance from your Son. WR 
Viz Hypocrite ! deluding Syren |! ſaid the 
Earl; that may paſs on him but never will 


On. 


7 
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on me, Þ'll promiſe you, who am better ap- 


priſed of your Tranſactions than he is. With 


what an hardened Impudence can you deny 
your Amours with other Men, - and thoſe 
whilſt in my Son's Keeping too? neither by 


Chance, Surprize, or Accident, but volun- Þ 


tarily and premeditately, even to the ſeduc- 
ing them, and proſtituting yourſelf to them, 
unſollicited. 5 

'Tris Charge, rouſing my Spirits to a moſt 
* exalted Pitch, left Lord G- Y- 4 ſhould be 


induced to afford the leaſt Ear to it, I repli- 
ed, that if his Honour intended that Scandal 


only to render me more odious to his Son, [ 


could forgive it; but if he ſpake but with F 
the leaſt Notion of receiving it himſelf as a Ve- 
rity, I deſpiſed his Menaces, and defied either 
kimfelf or any Man elſe, to charge me cul- |; 
pably with it; nor could I have imagined, Þ 
that through Rancour againſt me, he could | 
have ſubmitted to the broaching of ſo palpa- | 
ble a Falſity, which muſt put him to the 
Bluſh, for want of the leaſt Colour to ſup- Þ 


rt it. 


Tu Vehemence I ſpoke with, and the 
Reflection it carried with it, ſo nettled the 
old Gentleman, that, come, ſaid he, fince Þ 
nothing but downright Fact will content 
you, [I ſhall inſtance in one Perſon, moſt fla- 
grantly; and ſhould you be ſo daring to deny 


it, he ſhall vouch it to your Face. 
| I vERILy believe, the whole Blood of my 
Body was then collected into my Cheeks ; for 
they burnt like Fire at the Apprehenſion of 
what Lord G---r---d might think of this: 
When bruſhing up to the old 9 — 
1 mo 
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moſt intrepidly, I have heretofore, Sir, ſaid 
I, eſteemed you a Man of too much Honour, 
to aſlert as a Fact, what all the World 
cannot demonſtrate ; but pardon me if I 
now ſuſpend my Opinion of you, till you 
name the Perſon, from the leaſt Crime with 
whom, be he who he will, if I cannot clear 
myſelf to your own Satisfaction, may I be 


turned out a wandering Vagabond upon the 


Face of the Earth, unworthy of the Pity or 
Regard of the honeſt Part of the Creation. I 
defy you, Sir, Idefy you. 

Pray, Madam, ſaid the Earl, will it offend, 
ſhould I enquire whether you are not ac- 
quainted with one Mr. Stringer? I have been, 
ſaid I. A Villain! ſaid Lord G=r—4. 
How Son | cried the Earl, before you hear 
what I have to ſay of him. Sir, replied my 
dear Lord, I have too much to ſay of him 
mylelf, to imagine your Lordſhip may not 
have more; but I'll forfeit my Life, if, with 
Juſtice, you can alledge any thing good of 
Stringer. | | 77 

Marv I be bold, Sir, faid I, to aſk what of 
Mr. Stringer? Nay, Madam, replied he, on- 
ly I have heard that he has been an intimate 
Acquaintance of yours, and that you have 
been inclined to admit hum to private Fami- 
liarities, ſuch as became not that ſtrict Fideli- 
ty to my Son, which you ſo much boaſt of. I 
admit him to Familiarities? ſaid I. Only as 


your Bedfellow, or ſo, added the Earl, that 
is all, and pray, why may not my Deſcen- 
dants (as you idly call them) be the Deſcen- 
dants of Mr. Stringer, with equal Certitude 
as mine ? Lge: 


LorD 
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Lorp G---7---d was too far irritated, any 
longer to contain himſelf. My Lord, faid he, 
you have ſuffered yourſelf to have been groſs- 
ly impoſed upon, in the Concluſion you would 
deduce from a Fatt that I muſt admit to be 
true; but, that every one may receive their 
juſt Due, give me leave to crave your Lord- 

ſhip's Patience for a few Words. 
 YoursELF, Sir, are not uninformed of the 
Regard I have ever borne to Mr. Stringer, 
even from my Childhood. Your Lordſhip 
knows he hath been my Boſom Companion, 
and that his ſole Support for many Years, 
has depended upon my Bounty. I have never 
twice heard Stringer in want of what lay in 
my Power to ſupply, though I have more 
than once been ſenſible of the Loſs of thoſe 
Donations I have beſtowed on him. In ſhort, 
Sir, there is not that Thing to be named, 
which might have engaged a grateful Heart, 
but Mr. Stringer muſt acknowledge himſelf 

my Debtor for. i e 

T EIS Man, my Lord, or rather Brute; 
my Friend, my ſecond- ſelf, no ways doubt- 
ing this Lady to be my lawful Wife, during 
the Entertainment that I gave him in my Fa- 
mily, plotted her Deſtruction; and combin- 
ing with her Servant, procured her Dreſs, 
and taking her Place in my Bed, in my Ab- 
ſence, this Lady as your Lordſhip hath ob- 
ſerved, went to Bed to him.- But how, 
my Lord? Not in Vice and Wantonneſs, but 
through the Perfidy of her Woman, who, in 
my Abſence, ever took my Place in this La- 
dy's Bed, and, at this Time, pretending IIl- 
neſs, deſired leave to go to reſt before "_ 
when 
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when, in her own Form, ſhe placed Stringer 
there in her ſtead. : 

Now, my Lord, conſider how this Lady 
could, in that caſe, | be eſteemed culpable. 
Surely ! by no means: But let me beg your 
Lordihip's Ear, whilſt I rehearſe the Conſe- 
quence of this Impoſture. 

No fooner had this Lady. diſcovered the 
Fraud, than ſhe raiſed the Family ; cauſed the 
Villain to be apprehended, and- dreſſing him 
in the Maid's Clothes, firſt had him dragged 
through the: Horſepond, then buried in the 
Dunghill, and laſtly, confined to the Stable 

with my Dogs and Horſes, till I returned from 


London; when he confeſſed his Crime, diſ- 


claimed all. further Title to my Friendſhip, 
and even to Virtue and Honor; nay, intreated 
me rather to ſtab him, than deliver him alive 
to ſuch Wretchedneſs, as he muſt ever after 
be abandoned to. | 

L MAkx but little Queſtion, that by this 
Tin; your Lordſhip is perſuaded, added my 
dear Huſband, that the "Treatment Stringer 


met with from this Lady, if ſhe valued him, 


as your Lordſhip would intimate, was the 
moſt extraordinary Method of expreſſing her 
Affection, that you have ever heard of: But 
this, my Lord, for the latter Part of it, my- 
ſelf can avow, and can bring every Soul in 
my Family, to teſtify all the reſt. Now, 
though your Lordſhip retains but an indiffe- 
rent Opinihn of this Lady's Honour; yet, 
common Juſtice requires, that none ſhould 
ſuffer; from an Imputation not their due. 

TRE Earl, by this Time beginning to ſuf- 
88 Stringer for a Knave, and perceiving that 
VICE G Lord 
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Lord-G--r--d, was proceeding: to: reſume: the 
Diſcourſe, deſired that he might walk into 


the Houſe, for that he-ſhould: be glad of a 


Glaſs of Wine after his Journey; whitherto 
ve attended him, it being very near Dinner 


Time. 


Gl e- Weed -u. S 
CHAP. VII. 


Lord, Gi-r-ed is the: Night with Biddy. 
Their, — She, follows hum * — 


Meet daily. Travel pꝓrepoſed to Lord G. r- -d. 
f 1 thereat. Repent denying their 
Marriage; reſolve. to. confeſs it. An Ex- 
ecgſe of: Foy. ſinks them both ;, but recoverd. 


ing judged fit Company for the Son, in 
Pxeſence ofithe-Father, after what had already 
ed; ſo that retirmg to my Chamber, my 
dren and- I enjoyed ourſelves, in ſuch 


Manner, as the Perturbations of my. Mind: 


would-beſt, permit me. 
Isawnno more of Lord G--r--d till Bed- 
ame: For the old Gentleman took Care to 


| keep him as cloſe to himſelf, as poſſible. At 


ting with him for Bed, he enjoined him 
— means to ſea me that Night; for he 
uns certain, he ſaid, my very Looks were 
centagions, and that though his Lordſhip was 
aver ſo ripe for parting. with me, he diſputed 
not, but if he admitted me to an Opportuni- 
ty my Artifices would cauſe a Retraction of, 
or at leaſt = Wavering in his Reſolution ; hay 
I AUGE , 


a htr—b6h 2 3 +" . Don. 7 * 4 4 
Ae, ee, . EM nn e 
bg 8 LETT EMC ms, . uu " . . 9885 2 bt IS 


- mw OwnTrrs, 63 
added. that as he prapoſad to take his Lord- 
ſhip to Town with, him in the Morning, a 
few Weeks Abſence would conbiliate him to à 
Separation from me for ever; ſo that having, 
as he thought, engaged his Son to avoid me 
for that Night, he went to reſt contentedly. 

No ſooner had his Lordſhip fairly laid the 
old Gentleman to repoſe, than like the moſt 
paſſionate Lover, he flew to my Chamber, 
where we ſtole the Night together. | 

Var would be the iAtempt, ſhould 1 
aimtat a Deſeription of the Hurricane of our 
Paſſions, till Morning,; our whole Beings 
were 2 bſonded, in a jarring Variety of Exta- 
ſies, Doubts, Confuſions, Fears, Hopes, Siphs, 

Tears, Joys, and Lamentations, as -fuccet- 
five, as dur Ideas were, of what was | moſt 
likely to prove our future Fortune. The 

ien of a Separation in the Morning, 
chilled us ſo much, that neither the Heat of 
our Vows, or the Proteftations of an ever 
laſting Conſtancy, could add a living Warmth 
to our dejected Spirits, or could we utter our- 
{elves ſo fignificantly-as we would, in Token 
of our never ending Affe tion. Every Sur- 
miſe, every Imagmation, beneficial, er diſ- 
advantageous to our future ProfpeAs, was 
brought to account, canvaſſed, and ſcruti- 
mized, with the niceſt ExaQtitude z but the 
greateft Difficulty we both laboured under 


was, how we ſhould ſteal future, unnoticed 


Meetings, with each other. | 


W came to a Reſolution, not to diſpoſe 


of our Furniture, it being for the moſt Part 


new; but that I ſhould with all convenient 


Speed, follow his Lordſhip to London, (having 
| 5 G 2 flirſt 
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firſt diſmiſſed all our Servants, and cleared 
off every thing in the Country) and there 
taking an Houſe in fome retired Street, ſhould 
ſettle myſelf and Children, and inform his 
Lordſhip of my Situation, as he then directed 
me. As to whatever would in future be ne- 
ceſſary, we deferred all Conſiderations of that, 
till we ſhould meet in London. 

My dear Lord left me all the Money he 

had in the Country, with unlimited Orders 
upon his Banker, tor whatever I ſhould draw 
for; but now, the Day beginning to peep 
through our Curtains, we took ſuch a ſolemn 
Farewel at Parting, as.if we had never more 
been to meet on Earth again ; our very Souls 
iſſuing, and at each Embrace, commixing: 
For Lord G---r---q dreaded lying too long, 
leſt his Father, who was noted: tor :an-early 
Riſer, might chance to ſurprize us together, 
which could not have failed, of rendering all 
our future Profeſſions ſuſpectable by him. 

Bur what we were both the moſt con- 
zerned at was, leſt the Earl ſhould make up 
Matters with Lord dn, or poſſibly, 
have ſome other Match in his View for Lord 
G---r---d.; in either of which Caſes, what 
we had ran ſo many Hazards to avoid, would 
again be obtruded upon us. 

Tarr Earl and his Son left the Country 
that Morning, and in a few Days after, hav- 
ing adjuſted all my Affairs, to my beſt Satiſ- 
faction. I followed them; when having tak- 
en an Houſe in the Pariſh of St. Martin's, I 
ſent for my Goods, and ſettled myſelf under 
the beſt Accommodation, tliat wy _ Cir- 
cumſtances would then admit of. 
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Mx next Concern was, (as had already 
been concerted between ns) to inform his 
Lordſhip of my Situation, which I did by 
Letter, directed as he had diftated to ms. 
Whereupon, he paid me a Viſit the next 
Morning: And now, we began again to enjoy 


ourſelves once more, like reafonable Crea- 


tures: For ſaving that his Lordſhip could but 
ſeldom be abfent all Night from his Father's, 
without ſubjecting himſelf to Suſpicion, we 
had all the Latitude of Intercourſe by Day, 
that was requiſite z and thus our Time pal- 
ſed, agreeably enough, for almoſt twelve 
4. 

Tar Earl had not, we may ſuppoſe, been 


idle all this Time, as to the great Work he 


had in Hand, of procuring an Alliance for 


his Son, fuitable to his own aſpiring Notions; 


but notwithſtanding the numberleſs Attempts 
he had made, his Projects had proved all 


abortive. 


As for my dear Lord himſelf, he was 


wholly out of the Caſe ; nor was he to have 


been in the leaft confulted in the Affair, till 


the Money Matters were brought to Perfec- 
tion ; and then, for Form-ſake, he was to 
have been ſo defperately ſmitten with the 


Lady, that it would have been neceſſary to 


have hurried on the Wedding, leſt he ſhould 
have'been incapable of ſurviving the leaſt De- 
lay; but, as I faid before, every Scheme fail- 
ing, and the Earl ſuſpecting, that his Son's 
Character having been ſomewhat blown in 


the Affair of Lady Mary, might occaſion the 
VUnſucceſsfulnefs of his Negociations; he told 


him, that as it would be time enough for him 
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to think of Marriage, he had Thoughts of 
ſending him to travel for a few Vears; being 
perſuaded, he would inſpect foreign Parts far 
more advantageouſly at his Age, than had he 
ſent him a raw Lad, juſt from School. He 
told him alſo that he had provided hitn.a Com- 
Panion, and that he muſt, be prepared. in 
fourteen Days at fartlieſt. 

Ir is ſcarce to be conceived 1. a Blow 
was hereby given to Lord G--r--d, who had 
delighted himſelf with the Hopes: of his Fa- 
ther's deſpairing to find a proper Match for 
him ; and ſo long as he could promiſe himſelf 
ſo frequent Opportunities of my Company as 
he then enjoyed, he concerned himſelf but 
little at the Caution he was obliged to ufe 
for obtaining them: But this travelling 
Scheme, as it would diſconcert all our Mea- 
ſures at once, ſo it would, occaſion a Separa- 
tion between us, more inſupportable than 

Death itfelf. ; 

Tu difmal Sentence had no ſooner rang 
in his Lordſhip's Ears, than he bore the me- 
lancholy Tiding to me, and as was uſual be- 
tween us, in Caſes of ſimilar Nature, we clo- 
ſed in Conſultation, to counteract, if poſſi- 
ble, the Severity of our Doom; but all our 
Politicks proved too ſhallow for ſtarting the 
leaſt material Objection to it. 

Wx again began to lament our firſt Error, 
in the Denial of our Marriage; and alſo the 
perſiſting in it a ſecond Time, when ſo fair 
an Occaſion had preſented for adhering to it, 
as when the Earl found us together in Heri- 

Fordſbire : For we concluded, that had we 
1 — reſolutely 1 in the T ruth, the 
Certainty 


Ir, 


it, 


be 
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Certainty of our Caſe being irremediable, 
would either have reconciled the Earl to us, 
or at once have, caſt us out of his Protection; 
which latter, could not have proyed ſo dread- 
ful to us, even in its extremeſt Latitude, as 
the. perpetual Inquietudes we ſuffered, from 
the Uncertainty of our Affairs, upon every 
capricious Turn of the old Gentleman's 
_ Temper. 

Lord G--r--d, not to mention my own 
Concern, which 1 ſtifled as far as poſſible, 
was ſo diſtreſſed in his Mind, that he had re- 
ſolved with himſelf, rather to have faced his 
Father's Fury, by cancelling his firſt Fallacy, 
and expoſing the naked Truth to him, than 
to have ſubſiſted in ſuch perpetual Uneaſineſs ; 
but an inherent filial Awe, which from the 
Moroſeneſs of the Earl's 'Temper, he had 
from his Cradle been overborne with, as 
- conſtantly gave a Check to every Notion that 
he. could but conceive would irritate his 
Father. 

I Ax Preparations for his Journey were car- 
ried on by the Earl with all Alacrity, and an 
Agreement had been made for his Paſſage; 


nay the time for his Embarcation was reduced 


to the narrow Limits of two Days; nor was I 
deſtitude of the Hope of following him, as had 


been concerted between us, ſo ſoon as he 


ſhould have given me notice of its Conveni- 
ency; but till he ſhould ſo inform me of it, 


the Reflection oſ leaving me and his Children 
behind him, whilſt himſelf ſhould: be purſuing 
a Coucſe the moſt repugnant to his own Na- 
ture, and that in foreign Parts too, where 


ve could have no ſpeedy and regular Accounts 
of 
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of each other, reduced him to ſuch Melan. 
choly, as to aſſure me, that as all which was 
intrinſically of Value to him m Life, were 
myſelf and Children, he having fufficient 
Eſtate to maintain us above Want, thongh 
net in the Affluence an Addition of his Fa- 
ther's Poſſeſſions would enable him to do, he 
was determined to break meaſures with his 
Father, and decline his Voyage; for that no 
Diſpleaſure of a Parent could afford him equal 
Torment with that of leaving us behind him. 
Tuls having been his Topic for the whole 
Night (he having ſpent it with me) he aroſe, 
fully prepared for freeing himſelf that very 
Morning from his Shackles, as he expreſſed 
himſelf, which galled him to the very Soul. 
Ius confeſs, I dreaded the Conſequence 
of this Reſolution, tho? ſeeming fo determi- 
nately bent upon that Way of Proceeding, I 
did not interpoſe to prevent it. He had no 
fooner left me, than the Expectation of what 
was to ſucceed, ſent me mourning to my Clo- 
ſet, where, ſecluded from my Family, I kept 
a ſolemn Faſt, for the Remainder of the Day, 
which I wholly fpent in Prayer, and weeping, 
for the Succeſs of my dear Lord's Enterprize; 
ner ſhould I have forſaxen my Retreat for the 
enſuing Night, had I not towards Evening, 
been rouſed by the Voice of my dear Lord at 
the Door, calling to me. 5 
Mx Conjecture of the Report he would 
make to me, of what had paſſed at his Fa- 
ther's, had ſuſpended me fo between Hope and 
Fear, that I had fearce' Power to open the 
Door te him; tilt my Heart, (ever ready to 
receive him, on what Errand ſoever) inſpir ing 
Mme 
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me with Reſolution, I wiped off my Tears, 
that they might not augment his Sorrow, and 
then let him in. His Lordſhip then, haſtily 
feizing me in his Arms, and claſping me, un- 


der violent Emotions: O Biddy, my deareſt 


Life, ſaid he, and would have proceeded ; but 
the Paſſions of his Soul obſtructing his De- 
livery, I found him by Degrees, ſinking, as 
unable longer to ſupport himſelt ; J had the 
preſence of Mind to lay hold of him, and 
ſeat him, before he fell, on a Couch which 
ſtood almoſt behind us; when he was by 
that Time quite motionleſs, and in my Opi- 
nion, lifeleſs too, the Sight of which, ren- 
dered my Aid wholly uſeleſs to him; but run- 
ning to the Stairs for Help, I had Power only 
to iſſue one violent Scream, before myſelf was 


reduced to his Lordſhip's Condition: 


Tux Servants all collected about me im- 
mediately, to enquire into the Cauſe of my 
Diſcompoſure; but finding me paſt the Pow- 
er of telling them, my Maids, inexpreſſibly 
ſhocked at my Cataſtrophe, ſnatched me up 
in their Arms, and moved'off with me, with 
intent to lay me upon one of the Squabs in 
my Dreſſing-Room; but what a Scene be- 
held they there, in their Lord, already oc- 


cupying the other, and in their Apprehenſions, 


ſtone dead too. 


TRE Family was in ſuch a Confuſion, each 


running for what ſhe could think beneficial, 
that fifty different Applications were employ- 


ed for our Recovery, without the leaſt Effect, 
before my own Footman had brought up my 


Apothecary to us, who being himſelf at a 
Loſs, on the firſt View of our iy 
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what manner to proceed with us, ſent forti- 
with for a Phyſician from the next Street, a 
Man of conſiderable Eminence in his Profeſ- 
Hon, who giving inſtant Orders for a Surgeon, 
gave Direction for opening a Vein in each of 
us; when perceiving us to Bleed freely, he 
.gonceived that we were out of Danger: Far 
this, giving freſh Motion to our Blood, our 
languid Spirits ſoon gave Tokens of a Return 
to their proper Functions, though very de- 
liberately for ſome Time. 7 

I very well remember, that, upon the 


Arſt Diſcloſure of my _ under a Recol- | 


lection of my Exiftence, I was moſt amazing- 
dy ſtruck at the group of Figures that then 
aurrounded me; nor could 1 ſoon recover my 
Recollection, of either where I was, or of 
what could have occaſtoned the Concourſe of 
Parſons who then ſeemed fo buſtly engaged 
about me. My Arm was not yet tied up from 
Bleeding, but who the Doctor or Surgeon 
was, I was moſt at a Loſs to find out. As 
For the Apothecary, he having before utten- 
Jed me, my firſt Queſtion was to him, after 
T had recovered my Voice, to be informed 
what had been the Matter? why I had been 
thus attended? and where was my dear Huſ- 
band? He replied, that I had been in an hy- 
ſteric Fit, and that his Lordſhip alſo was re- 
viving; then making way, by tranſpoſing at 
leaſt a dozen Fellows: and We — A 
between us, ſo thick that they could hardly 
fir by each other, I perceived my dear Lord 
jr ng ere to his vial Functions; but, as 
yet, Icarce able to reply, better he hoped, to 
my Enquiry after his Health. 1 
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My Spirits, and with them my Strength, 
recurring, much more ſpeedily than his Lord- 
ſhip's, no ſooner was I capable of ſitting up- 
right, than. the DoQtor placed himſelf on the 
Couch at my Right-hand ; and, feeling m 
| Pulſe, pronounced the wroſt to be over; ſo 
that I diſmiſſed all our uſeleſs Attendants, and 
only retained my own Women with me, and 
in about a Quarter of an Hour more, both 
his Lordſhip and I being able to walk a little, 
ve permitted the Doctor and Surgeon to de- 
© part with their Fees, but detained the Apo- 
- F thecary for ſome time longer, to whom we 
are obliged, for an Account of what Condi- 
n EF tion he had firſt found us in. ike 
Hz faid, that upon his Arrival, we were 
both as much ſunk in Spirits as could well be 
: conceived ; but our Caſes being ſo ſtmilar, 
and both at the ſame Inſtant too, his firſt En- 
quiry was, into what we had eaten or drank, 


had ariſen from ſomething pernicious in our 
Food; but being able to gain no Satisfaction 
therein, he then imagined they muſt have 
: proceeded: from the ſudden Shock of ſome ad- 
2 verſe Occurrence, that had ſo. equally affect- 
ed us both. 

* 'THar in ſo critical a Point, being unwill- 
ing to act without further Advice, he had 
called in the Phyſician, who, propoſing Phle- 
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botomy, had ſent for the Surgeon. He was. 
very glad, he faid, to ſee us both in ſo fine 
a way; but as it was ſtill neceſfary that our 
Spirits ſhould be kept up, he would ſend 
each of us a Cordial Julep-for that Purpoſe.” 
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TEXEXERELLEILALIERS 
S. H. AF. W. 


Lord G--r--d. dil that bis Travel; is laid 
. aſide. His Inguietude. Another Match pro- 
| poſed for Lord G--r--d. His Lordſhip's 
Oppoſition. Owns. his Marriage to _ 
Fury of the Earl. 


Hf! N G now id rom all the Clam 

tlemen of the Faculty, I was fearful of 
making too early an Inquiſition into the Occa- 
ſion of his Lordſhip's Diſcompoſure, leſt his 
Relation of the News I expected might work 
ſo forcibly upon us both, as to cauſe a Relapſe: 

For what leſs than ſome inſupportable Shock 
to our Affairs, could have had ſo wien an 
Effect upon his Lordſhip !. - 

Whilſt I was forming to myſelf unde 
Conjectures of what it might be, his Lord- 
ſhip, with a ſmiling Air, accoſting me, Bizdy, 
ſaid he, we are ſtill to be happy, though I am 
ignorant of its Continuance; be it our Buſi- 
neſs, therefore, to improve the Opportunity. 
Good, my Lord! as how? demanded I; for 
my Mind has been ſtrangely forboded, ever 
ſince your Lordſhip's Return, that the moſt 
wretched of Fates attended us both. _ 

My Love! ſaid his Lordſhip, my Journey 
is laid aſide. But what, my dear Lord, ſaid 
I, is ordained in the Place of it, that ſhould 
have occaſioned your Lordſhip's ſo late Diſ- 
| order, ? O Biddy, ſaid he, my Heart was ſo 
joyous, as 1 offered at a Diſcloſure of that fe- 
licitous 
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' licitous Turn to thee; that a Thought of the 


Pleaſure you would receive it with, was f6 


inſupportable, as to obſtruct all further Dif 


play of my vital Faculties. 

1 as$UReD' hit of the Delight I received 
from this Report; but was not without m 
Fears, that this Revocation of his Fa We 
Sentence, would but prove like a Lightenibg 


before Death, and fore-run ſome fever 


Event than chat of his Fravels'; but let it be 
what it would, it might, probably, not be ſo 
precipate an Ovetthrow td us, as inftarit Se- 
paration; and aſked him, if he could frame 
4 Gueſs what it n 

Hts: Eordfhip replied, that his Father kad 
not aſſigned the leaſt Reaſon for this Altera- 
tion- of his Will; but that coming home (as 
he had heard) later than uſnal the laſt Night, 
he had enquired for bim, preſently after he 
was ſtirr ing that Morning; but his Lordſhip 
knowing nothing of it till after Dinner, Bad 


been prevented ſeeing his Father, 2 He had 


intended (by an old Acquaintance witt whom 
he had-dined) till Afternoon; when almoſt the 
firſt Words his Father ſaluted him with were, 
Son, I would have you lay afide all further 
Thoughts of travelling, for I ſhall otherwiſe 
diſpoſe of you. His Lordſhip added, that his 
Heart almſt beunded through Bis Side at the 
News, and that he forthwith flew: to inform 
me of it; for, Biddy, ſaid he, a Momen 
gained with thee, is a S a 


Age of Woe: 


We could not ſay what rift Hab etz. 
ſioned the Change; but I could not fur? 
_ "ay" it muſt have ariſen from ſome new 
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Object, that the Earl had ſelected, as a Wife 
or his Lordſhip, and ſo I told him. Hea- 

ven forbid | ſaid he; but I know not what is 

the Matter with me, I ſhall have no ſolid 

Peace of Mind: till I have revealed our Marri- 
age to my Father. .I have, my Dear, added he, 

ten Times the Awe: and Dread upon me in my 

Father's Preſence, whilſt. I act under Cover 

thus (though the End ſhould anfwer my Pur- 

poſes ever io well) that I ſhould have, were 
he but apprized of the whole Truth. ILfal- 
ter, I bluſh, I heſitate, and am under ſuch 

Confuſion at Diſtreſs, whenever we confer 

together, that rather than endure it longer, 

whenever he e hints at Matrimony to 
me, I am reſolved to lay all open to him, 
let the Conſequence prove what it will. 

I L1vz with thee here, my dear, added 
he, more like a Criminal than an Huſband ; 
my Children ſcarce receive me as a F ather, 
nor my Servants for a Maſter; I am debar- 
red all Freedom and Interview with my 
Friends in my own Houſe; the Reflection 
upon which ſo conſumes my Reliſh for Life, 
that I can no longer bear it. I therefore muſt, 
and will,{cize the very firſt Occaſion that pre- 
ſents, for diſburdening my Mind, and will, at 
all Events, ſtand the brunt of it. 


Ir was not in my Power to condemn his 


Lordfhip' s Sentiments ; but, from my Heart, 
was grieved we had ever combined together, 


by ſo notorious, an Untruth, to impoſe upon 


him: For had we but at firſt perſiſted in 
the Truth, .though our. future Dependences 
might, have, been croſſed by it, yet cur En- 

Perk, of nr own, under prudent Oeco- 
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nomy, had been laſting and happy to us: For 
as neither his Lordſhip or I were addicted to 
the leaſt Extravagance, ſo an unreſtrained In- 
tercourſe with each other, would have over- 
recompenſed us for every Difficulty we might 
otherwiſe have ſubjected ourſelves to: But 
for us to live in almoſt a State of Exile from 
each other, and to condeſcend to Stealth and 
Artifice for every Enjoyment of each other's 
Society, was what pierced -our very Souls, 
though I had fixed it as my Principle, not to 


de the firſt Complainant. 


Taree Days more had ſcarce paſſed, be- 
fore the Earl explained himfelf to his Lord- 
ſhip, upon his new Diſpoſition of him, by 


5 ordering him to pay his Addretles to Lady 


Fanny S-—d-y; for that he deſigned her for 


bis Daughter-in-law, at the ſame time ac- 
quainting him, that ſhe had been apprized of 
bis Viſit by her Father, and that he would 
de well received by her. i 


His Lordſhip making no manner of Reply- 


to this, but ſtanding mute, and in a muſing 
© Poſture, ready to have promulged our Mar- 
rage; What? ſaid his Father, is there no 
> Gratitude due to a Parent's Concern, in pro- 
: curing you an Heireſs with the vaſt Poſſeſſions 
> ſhe mult enjoy, at the Earl's Death? 8 


Ir you young Fellows are blind to your 


own Intereſts, you muſt not believe that we 
eld ones are ſo too. Will not ſuch an Alli-- 
| ance, think you, redound to the Honour and 


Emolument of our whole Poſterity? Why, 


Sirrah ! wert thou but endued with my active 
Genius, what an immenſe Eſtate might we 
not leave to out Deſcendants? But the Slug- 
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giſhneſs of thy Principles, would rather ſub- 
vert, than elevate their Grandeur. Is there 
no Gratitude, I ſay, due to o all my Cares for 
your Advancement? 

His Lordſhip; who now looked upon the 
preſent Time as the luckieſt Opportunity for 
retracting his paſt Error, by undeceiving his 
Father, was upon the Point of explaining 
himſelf; when the Dread of his Father's 
Anger over-powering him, it {ill adhered to 
his Tongue, beyond his utmoſt Ability to 
diſengage it. Shuffling off then, a direct An- 
fwer, his Lordfhip replied, that from the 
ſlender Knowledge he had of that Lady, he 
ſhould be under great Difficulty in making his 
Advances ſo vigorouſly, as his Honour ſeemed 
to expect: For that it would, in his Opinion, 
ſeem ſtrangely out of Character to him, to 
appear as a Stütor to a Lady, with whom - 
had never in his Life exchanged a ſingle Syl- 
table, or had ever ſeen, ſave at Court, or at 
the Play-houſe. 5 

Tur in ſuch a Cafe, indeed, ſhe be 
conceive of him, that her Riches had ſmitten 
him; but as he was ſo far in the dark as to 
her 8 peech, Behaviour, and perſonal Endow- 
ments, he apprehended, that if at all Events, 
neither of their Choice was to be conſulted 
in the Affair, it might be full ſoon enough 
tor them to meet, for the firſt Time, at the 
Nuptual Ceremony. 

His Lordſhip declared, that had he ſtudied 
a Reply to his Father, he could not have 
proceeded fo ſmartly; but that Baving once 
diveſted himſelf of Reſtraint, there ſeemed 
{9 natural a ConneQion i in what he had, — 

What 
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irritated, he could ſcarce ſtop without ſaying 
r EK much more. 

| He obſerved his Father's Countenance to 
e | cloud over prodigiouſly, and his Lip to fall 
r | exceedingly (than which no Token could be 
is | a furer Prognoſtick of his riſing Fury) but 
8 | having exerted himſelf ſo much beyond what 
be had ever before attempted, and imagining 


© | himſelf to have far the better End of the 


o | Argument, he took Courage, and in a Sort 


of Triumph, waited the old Gentleman's . 


i | Reſentment; who having rouſed up his Cho- 


ler, even almoſt to the Obſtruction of his 
1s vocal Organs, at length began with, Why 
d have I ever been curſed with Children ? To 
n, what End have all my Views in Life tended, 
to | but to the ennobling, and enriching, a mean 
e | degenerate Scoundrel, unworthy of tranſmit- 
lh | ting my Name and Titles, to Poſterity? 
a |® Havel not, at the Expence of my Bodily- 
| health, and Vital-ſpirits, been Scores of Years 
ht turmoiling myſelf, to accumulate an Fitate, 
n a Title, and Family, for you, Sirrah?, aud 
o am I not well requited at laſt, think you? 
Ve I would not be induced to eſteem thy Mo- 
% ther other than an honeſt Woman, thongh 
ed thy Manners would baniſh the Notion of it: 


zh | For that thou haſt a Drop of my Blood in thy 
ne Veins I moſt ſhrewdly ſuſpect, by thy Ac- 


tions. Did I vainly diveſt mytelf of Ten 
ed Thouſand Pounds, in the Purchaſe of a Title, 
ve only to tranſmit it to thee? —— Why mar- 
ce ried I Lady Beliy G s? Only to amafs 
n a Competency for thee : =—But I have ſettled 
| 


=—_— of my own upon her Children already, 


what he intended to offer, that being highly 


8 aud 
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and though ſhe reſerved all her Wealth to her 
own Diſpoſal, yet I having had the Addreſs 
to prevent her making any. ſuch, that is all 
now fallen into my Hands: So that, Scoun- 
drel, added he, had not your Great-uncle 
left you ſomething, you, and your Whore, 
whom I ſuppoſe you ſtill correſpond with, 
ſhould periſh together for me, I can promiſe 
ou ? 
J O! the Stupidity of that old doating Fool, 
not to have left his Eſtate to me! 1 might 
then have had the Government of my, own 
Child. —- But that is your all. — You ſhall 
be the Earl of B———:, with Three thou- 
ſand Pounds a Vear; much good may it do 
you.—Hark ye, Spark, I have other Children 
tor my Eſtate, who, I hope, will better de- 
ſerve it, or they ſhall ſtarve without it. 
Wupx was Þ born to be thus wretched ! ad- 
ded he What a Name ſhall I leave be- 
hind me, in thee and thy beggarly Iflue !— 
The Thought diſtracts me. Have you 
yet reccliected yourſelf ? — Are you re- 
pentant for what you have done? Do you 
reſolve to proſecute my Meaſures ?!—Here, 
added he, take this Key; open my Scrutoir. 
Lock over the Titles of thoſe Papers, 
and bring me my Will. —-— There, you 
mall ſee what an indulgent Father I would 
have proved to you by Inelination, and then 
tor ycur Diſobedience to my Commands, yon 
ſhall ſee me burn that Inſtrument, ' which 
would have beſtowed ſuch Wealth upon you. 
Ohl this World is no reſting Place 
tor me 70 
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His Lordſhip being now peremptory in 


his Reſolves, or not truckling an Ace to his 


Father, was the leſs anxious what became 
of the Will; though upon producing it, the 
Earl read it aloud to him; whereby it ap- 

peared, that he had given to his Lordſhip, 
all the Mortgages, and Money Securities, 
which had been his late Wife's, the Lady 
Betty G-----s, amounting as he then ſaid, to 
an hundred and forty thouſand Pounds; be- 


*  fidesa real late, of thirteen thouſand Pounds 


a-year,-----Naw, Son, ſaid he, (very coolly) 
ſhall you this Day, according to my Pleaſure, 
pay your firſt Court to Lady Fanny, or the 
whole of what I have named to you, ſhall be 
diſtributed te my younger Children. 

My dear Lord replied, that it was mh 
the utmoſt Regret, he ſhould be obliged, id 
any. Degree, ta counteract his Lordſhip's Re- 
queſt ; but begged him to conſider, the pur- 
paſed End of al his Purſuits, not as di- 
rected to his Lordſhip's Happineſs, but to 
his own: For that they were inſtituted be- 
fore his Lordſhip had a Being; and then, 
that his Lordſhip ſhould prove the next in 
Succeſſion to him, was fo far from his F > 


| Choice, that as to him, it was wholly 


cidental: That as to his Riches; s 
Means they were obtained, himſelf bal! knew, 
but that they were accumulated for his Lord- 
thip's. Sake, he abfolutely denied; for that 
had they ſo been, his Father would have 
gloried, in rendering them beneficial to him, 
but the direct contrary appeared, from every 
Step he had yet taken with him; nor could 
bis 1 have been procured with 

jew 
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View than his own Gratification, by rai- 
fing him a Family, and Name, in his own 
Poſterity ; for had theſe, ſingly, or conjoint- 
ly, regarded his Lordſhip only, what would 
tt. be to his Father, whether he was the 
richeſt or pooreſt of Earls, in caſe he was 
but' one of the happieſt : From all which, 
his Lordſhip added, that it was apparent to 
him, that his Father only ſought a Name 
for himſelf, at the Head of a ſucceeding 
Generation of Nobles, and that too, at the 
Expence of his Lordſhip's future Tranqui- 
li 

tum, added his Lordſhip, as I have my 
own Inclination to gratify, as well as you 
have had yours before me, I am from hence- 
forth determined, not to facrifice my every 
ſuture Comfort, to the moſt ample Acqui- 
ſitions that can accompany the Lots of them. 
I have only to requeſt your Forgiveneſs 
for one Error in my Conduct, with which, 
could I not reproach myſelf, 1 would here- 
after, to the beſt of my Capacity, obey 
every of your ſucceeding Commands, ſo far 
as legally, and conſcientiouſly J might, there 
Aus Oy ſo uneafy on w_ Mind, as 


pos to the Nen you have given me * 
your Will, if it ſhall prove your Pleafure 
to confirm that Benefaction, I ſhall ever 


acknowledge your ny if _ I will never 


repinè at it. 

ITE Earl then a 201 hai 8 
his Lordſhip craved Forgiveneſs; tor having 
engaged to ſubmit to his Pleaſure in all 
A te would ſtrive to. forgive, and 


forget 
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forget it. Sir, replied my dear Lord, it is 
the having impoſed an Vatruth upon you, in 
the Denial of my Marriage with Biddy Far- 
mer; whereas ſhe actually is my Wife, and 


| fuch an one, as I muſt henceforward boaſt of, 


in the Face of the whole World. 

Tux Earl, though he was then under Ap- 
prehenſions of an approaching Fit of the 
Gout, and in no little Pain with it, ſtarting 
from his Chair, was making with all Haſte 
to his Sword, from which, and dixers other 
ſymptomatick Tokens of an implacable Fury, 
his Lordſhip judging his Perſon but inſecure 


in his Preſence, took to his Heels, and clap- 


ping the Door after him, made r 
Way that he could, hame 0 me. | 


NO * N 
Cc H A P. ne. 


u G. 4 and Biddy appear - publicky. 


Ne dines with the Bard. Sends for bis 
. Children, Dox't return at Night. Biddy 
Horror, No Intelligence of them-'at = 
Earls. Biddy follows to tbe Earl Lag: Her. 
Fenn there. | +£7.28 1 
18 Lordſhip had not, for many Months, 
exhibited fo gay a Countenance, as he 
appeared with upon his Return from his Fa- 
ther; which highly delighting me, I could 
not but crave a Share a his Satisfaction: 
For though I bore up with chearful Cover- 
ing oftentimes, it is not to be imagined, but 
1 nut conceal a heavy Heart, when I re- 
8 flected 
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flected upon the Sufferings my dear Lord was 
ae” - expoſed to for my Sake. 

My deareſt Biddy, ſaid his Lordſhip, kiſſ- 
ing me, I am. Conqueror, I am Conqueror. 
I have this Day publiſhed our Marriage to 
my Father, and to prevent all Poſſibility of 
Retraction, I am reſolved to take you and 
Dicky with me to the Play to- night, where 
you ſhall appear as my Lady, and Dicky as 
my Son, that all the Town may be ſatisfied, 
any further Match-making for me can he of 
no Effect. 

J am, my Dear, all Joy and Gladneſs; 
all Life and Spirits, added he, and may fair- 
ly call this, the firſt happy Day I have ſeen, 
ſince I firſt equivocated with my Father: For 


I am now perfectly eaſy as to all that can 


befal me, and ſhall return no more to wy 
Father's. 

I ToLD him, that nothing -could more 
joyfully affect me, than theſe Expreſſions of 
his Satisfaction; but from his laſt Words, I 
could but collect, that all was not right be- 
tween him and his Father. He replied it was 
not, and that it was a Mercy I had ever ſeen 
him alive again; for that if he had not in- 
ſtantly made his Eſcape, he verily believed 
his Father would have ſtabbed him. He then 
gave me 2 particular Detail of what had 
paſſed on both Sides, and how he had come 
off at laſt. - 


Hz "Gy that Reading at the Play, 


daily viſited about in the Chariot, and re- 
ceived Company at our own Houſe, and pur- 
poſely frequented every Place of public Re- 
lort. chat no ſurther Doubt of our Marriage 


might 
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might remain with any one: But I could not 
in all this Time, ſince J had been in Town, 
gain the leaſt Intelligence of what was be- 


come of my Mother Mrs. Thomas; for I H 
> Þ longed, if poſſible, to Have been ſome way = 
t | beneficial to her, as. my.Station would then j 
I | have admitted-of it, in caſe ſhe had ſtood i n f 
e need of my ffiſtancſde. 5 
s Sonn Weeks had now naſſed; Gare we * 
, had ſeen or heard any Thing from the Earl; 
nor gave we ourſelves the leaſt Concern about v 
q it, not building our Hopes upon any future I 
Advantage to us from that Quarter, till, as 
we were ſitting at Breakfaſt one Morning, * 
> | we received a Meſſage by his Servant, which 7 
T contained an Invitation of his Lordſhip to 4 
n Dinner with him that Day. 3 
9. F: Ir was near an Hour before we could re- 5 
ſolve upon an Anſwer to this unexpected In- 
e uitation; for that, as well his Lordſhip as 
f | myſeli, had infinite diſpleaſing ConjeQtures; 
I relative to the Views his Father might have 
-in this Invitation; nor could we, at length, | 
as reduce them into anything beneficial to us. a 
n His, Lordſhip could with no colourable , 2 
- Pretence, as we both thought, avoid ſo. Civil 1 
d Þ a Requeſt from a Father; nor could he truſt 2 
n himſelf into his Company, without dange- 2 
d rous Reflections on what might have proved FR 
1 the Conſequence of their laſt Interview, had * 


he not ſo abruptly left him. On the other 
„ hand, ſhould he decline this ſeeming friendly 


1 Summons, it might afford a juſt Pretence for a 
r- his diſinheriting him, as his Father, no 2 
e- derne would ane bis Intent of a Re- 

ge . conciliation | « 
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conciliation on his Part, which his Lordſhip | 
had declined to aecept of 8 
AFTER numberleſs Reaſonings therefore, 

pro and con, his Lordſhip prefented his hum- 

bleſt Duty to his Father, and would do him- 

ſelf the Honour of waiting upon him; I muſt 

confeſs, that had it been ſolely my Cafe (from 

the known Implacability of the Ears Tem- 
per) I would fooner have ſtarved upon my 

own Income, and in my own Innocenee, than 

T would have ſubjected myſelf to his Machi- 

nations; However, lis Lordffip reſuming 

his late Compofure,' took leuve of me very 

pleaſantly, and drove tohisFather*s, aſſuring 

me, that unleſs he met with the Reception 

he hoped for there, and the direct contrary 

to that at their laſt Meeting, his Stay Would 

be very ſhort with him 

His Lordſhip had not left me more than © « 
an Hour before his Chariot returned, with a 
Note under his Hand for me, in tlie following 
Words „ lt © F 

My deareft Biddy, 1 
A* L will go well, my Father relents, 
£ 1 and condemns his hard Uſage of us. 


He is all Impatience for embracing the Chil- 
dren, delay not to ſend: them inſtantly. to 


| 

| 
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t 
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War a grateful Proſpe& my Eyes re 
ceived from this Writing! I even ſſew. to 01 
obey my dear Lord's Orders, and having W fo 


dreſſed 
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dreſſed them and their Maid as elegantly & 
Slg as poſſible, I diſpatched them ac- 


cordingly, and in about half an hour more, 


5 the Maid returned with the Chariot, giving 
1 me an Account of the gracious Reception 
they met with from their Grand-papa. 

1 I xNow not how to account for it, but 
„ © moſt certain it is to me, that our good or 
1 evil Genius, taking Poſſeſſion of our Souls, 
+ | inſpire us frequently with a Senſe of approach- - 
i. ing Deſtiny, before itſelf appears in Action 
gE | £085: For I was never occupied by ſuch a 
y det of gloomy Ideas in my whole Life, ruſh- 


ging through my Fancy, upon any prior Oc- 
oy cation whatſoever, as from the Momeut I 
ry bad ſent away my Children ; not could all the 
d Efforts I made for their Removal, in the leaſt 
vary their Misfortunes, or prevent their Suc- 


an ceſſton or Continuance. | 
ra Il wourD fain have perſuaded myſelf, that 
ng this was really a parental Care of the Earls, 


in order to have ſignified his Approbation of, or 
at leaſt his Submiſſion to, our Junction, and 
that their Meeting would have proved the 


ts, Dawn of a thorough Reconciliation between 
us. them, as, moſt undoubtedly from his Letter 
ul to me, my dear Lord expected it would have 


been. Nay, even from my ſoundeſt Judg- 
ment, formed upon my own Reaſonings, I 
could not but conceive that I had ſufhcient 
Foundation for my Concluſion : But my Ar- 


— guments were no ſooner framed, than an in- 
i voluntary Impulſe, contrary to my cleareſt 
re- DeduRions, and in ſpite of the Convictions 
10 of my own Heart, would hurry me down the 


ing torlopg-Htream of fouleſt Diſpair, till ſuok 
ed 4, 755 f | I into 
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into an Abyſs of Horror, I was ſcarce able 
to emerge from it again. 

THz whole Day having paſſed in this con- 
fuſed Manner, as Night drew on, my Fears 
began to take a more ſenſible Turn, leſt 
ſome inveterate Cataſtrophe ſhould have be- 
fallen my dear Lord and Children. The 
Clock had now ſtruck twelve, and I had 
neither ſeen nor heard from them. 

I LINGERED on the Time till two, ſubje& 
{till to freſh Suggeſtions, momentarily ariſing, 
in my diſtreſſed Imagination, which had, by 
this time, rouſed ſuch a Hurricane in my 
Breaſt, that no longer capable of proceeding 
ö deliberately i in my Reflections, my ſeveral 
Paſſions contending each for the Maſtery, 
had ſo occupied and alarmed the Stage of 
Reaſon, as to have thrown every Faculty 
into an Uproar. 

I RAveD, tore my Hair, 8 my Breaſt, 
and calling every Servant in the Family about 
me, I ſent one here, another there, pointed 
to them to behold their murdered Lord, 
whoſe pallid Corpſe I verily theught 1 be- 
held, at every point of my View, all ſmeared 
with Blood, and ghaſtly, with yet flowing 
Wounds; ſo that my whole Thoughts, 
Words, and Actions, were alike incoherent, 
and but one Complication of Inconſiſtencies 
and wild Diſtraction. 

DaviricnrT appeared, but with it, intro- 
duced not what my fluttered Soul longed aſ- 
ter, my ever deareſt Huſband and Children. 
I ſent my Footman to the Earls for Intelli- 
| gence; but the ſole Anſwer to be obtained 
was, that his Lordſhip left his Father ſoon 


after 
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after Dinner, in Company with two Gentle- 
men, who were Strangers, ſince which, he 
had not returned to his Father's. That the 
Childten were ſent upon an Airing to Hyde- 
park, in the Earl's Coach, which afterwards 
returning without them, the Servants ſup- 
poſed they had been ſet down at home. | 

Tris dark Account of my Family increaſ- 
ed the Horror of my former diſmal Appre- 
henſions, almoſt to Deſperation. My Lord 
miſſing, and my Children loſt, were inſup- 
portable Afflictions to me. I ran to my Dreſ- 
ſing- room, where ſnatching up ſuch Things 


as next preſented, I dreſſed myſelf, ordered 


the Chariot to the Door, and in the Height 
of my Calamity, poſted away to Lord 
—_—_— s. 
I nap, during my going thither, com- 
poſed myſelf in the beſt Manner my conflict- 
ing Spirits would permit me, that, if poſſi- 


ble, TI might keep clear of all Extravagance in 


the Earl's Preſence; but I might have ſpared 
myſelf that Caution; for, upon hearing who 
I was, he refuſed ſeeing me, or even admit- 
ting me within the Houſe. | 

I was then driven to ſuch an inſufferable 
Dilemma, not knowing how to behave, that 
having wept ſtanding, till my Legs were rea- 


dy to double under me with Fatigue, I fate 


me down upon the Steps of the Houſe, with- 
in the Court-yard, where my Sorrow re 
doubling upon me, I made the whole Cour 
ring with my unreſtrained Lamentations, for 
a full Hour, before a Soul of the. Family 
dared to exchange a ſingle Word with me, 

I 2 | though 
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though mal of them had, at times, in that 
Interval, paſſed by me. 

My Wailings and Outcries had at length 
collected a Mob before the Door, which the 
Earl obſerving to increaſe, and dreading the 
Scandal that would redound to him, when it 
| ſhould come to be known who I was, he or- 
dered me to be conducted into the Houſe ; 
but without an Inſight into my dear Hu- 
band's Fate, the Street itſelf had been as 
agreeable a Seat to me as the very beſt in his 
Lordſhip's Manſion. 

So ſoon as the Crowd, which my Cries 
had gathered without Doors, was diſperſed, 
the Earl ſent Orders for my Diſmiſſion; but 
J refuſed to ſtir till I had ſeen him. This he 
being informed of, ordered Violence to be 
uſed with me, to compel me from thence ; 
when again, my Shrieks on that Occaſion 
being heard through the whole Neighbour- 
hood, and the Paſſengers again ſtopping be- 
fore the Gate, I was returned to the Houſe, 
and replaced in my former Situation. 
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CENELNELELNCELELELELS 
IE CHAP. X. 


Biddy admitted to the Earl. Their Diſcourſe. 
Wants ber to part with ber Huſband. Se- 


cond Interview with the Earl. Articles for 
parting propoſed to her. Rejected. Threa- 


tens to procure a Divorce. Stringer wit- 


neſſes againſt Biddy. As does Eſther. Bid- 


dy deſpices them. 


13 fcarce compoſed myſelf after my 
Return, before the Earl deſcending, or- 
dered me into the Parlour to him, whom J 
had no ſooner beheld, than J proſtrated my- 
ſelf before him, and begged him to give me 


Knowledge of my Huſband, and my Children. 


Woman! ſaid he, how know I who your 


Huſband is? No! my Lord, replied I, not 
know your own Son, Lord G r- Nou 
are a filthy Strumpet, ſaid his Lordſhip. My 
Son your Huſband! Yes, my Lord, replicd 


I, my loving, true, and lawful Huſband. 


Neither can I now conceive him under leſs 


Horror and Amazement at your preſent Pro- 
ceedings with him, than I myſelf am; I am 


aſſured you have deprived him of his Liberty 


of returning to me, or he would never, of 
his own Accord, have attempted this unrea- 
fonable Elopement from me; therefore, dear 


my Lord, as yourſelf will one Day hope for 


Mercy, extend it to a poor diſtracted Wo- 
man, who now craves it of you, Fins 
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O my Lord, added I, conceive but your- 
ſelf but in my Condition. You have twiee 


deen married, and ſurely, at ſome time, at 


leaſt, have been ſenſible of true Love and 
AﬀeQion. Conſider but your dear Wife, as 
raviſhed from your Arms, by Treachery, by 
Violence, unable to return to you, and. la- 
bouring with Pangs worſe than Death, if 
worſe can be, under a forced Privation of 
you, her Huſband : The ſame, Sir, ruſt now 
be the Portion of your own Sen, and your 
own Vexation, mine. I ſpeak it not from 
Vanity, but from a Senſe of its Subſiſtance 
in Lord G-----r-----d, equally with myſelt; 

then not for my Sake, but for his, Sir, com- 
paſſionate him, and me, in him. 

_ Taxx for my Children, Sir, they cannot 
have offended you; O! deliver them, good 
my Lord, to their abandoned Mother, nor 
rack their tender Souls, by ſo remarſeleſs a 
Scperation from her. 

WrII! ſaid the Earl, and now I have had 
the Patience to attend that Tongue of yours 
to the Concluſion of its Harangue, fo pathe- 
tically delivered, as you think; what tends it 


all to, but to demonfitate its Owner to be 
the infamous Creature I have ever taken her 


for ? 


Do you imagine, that this artificial Cant, 


and Common- place Argument, will have the 
leaſt Effect on me ?—-It ſhames me, that my 
Son ſhould have proved himſelf the puny 
Raſcal, to have ever been captivated by this 
Bombaſt Stuff of yours; but Miſtreſs, you 


Bave no Green-head to deal with in me. I 


have been uſed to your lofty Riſings, and 
loft 
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ſweet Cadences, with your good my Lords, 
dear my Loads, Love, and Affection, till I 
am ſick of them. I tel] thee, Woman, thou 
art none of my Son's Wife, or ever ſhall be. 


He has done with you; and as for your Chil- 
| dren, they will never trouble you more: So 


that as you are now but one in Family, you 


may eaſily provide for yourſelf; nor ſhall you 


ever ſee my Son more, till you have re- 


nounced all Claim to him, as he already has 
to YOU. _ 3 | 255 

As he already has to me, my Lord, I am 
prepared to it; but durſt your Lordſhip put 
it upon that Hue ? ſaid I; pardon me tor ſaying 


/ 


| fo, I am not ſo weak to credit you, and there- 


fore, will venture my whole future Happi- 
neſs, which can only center in Lord G--r--d, 


my legal Huſband, upon that Story; nay, I 


will in the maſt ſolemn and ſacred Manner, 


| diſclaim all future Pretenſions to him, if Face 


to Face, he ſhall voluntarily relinquiſh me. 
O! the defigning Hypocrite ! ſaid the Earl, 

what an Opinion haſt thou of thy own Ex- 

cellencies! What? thinkeſt thou to charm 


him into an Agreement with thy Sentiments, 


by thy deceitful Allurements ? No, no, you 
miſtake your Man. I tell.thee again, he has 
deſerted thee ; denies his. Marriage, nor will 
he ever behold thy detuding Face more. 
Ay, ay, whimper, do, (for I cried ready to 


break my Heart) Crocodile; give yourſelf 


Airs, and caſt your Limbs into prepoſterous 
Attitndes, grow frantic, do, and follow your 
proper Calling, It is the End of moſt of your 
Stamp, when they ſink from high Keeping, 
wto their primitive Nothing, they range as 
OS oy 3 Vaga- 
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Vagabonds about the World, under Pretence | 


of Diſtraction, for Love. 
WIr am! reduced to! thinks I, for ! 
could then have tore the Tongue from his 
abufive Throat, in the Rage he had advanced 
me to) when, as recollecting himfelf a little, 
I muſt own, added he, I look upon your 
Caſe with ſome Compaffion, however; and 
ſince my Son has abandoned you, if you will 
alſo publickly diſavow him for your Huſband, 
and deſiſt from perſecuting him with your 
Wiles, I have ſtill fo much Humanity in me, 
as to allow you fifty Pounds a-year for your 

Life. Let me adviſe you to live honeſtly, 
and that will prove a very pretty Proviſion 
for you. 

I Have many a Time ſince wondered, 
how it was poſſible for me to bear up, un- 
der ſuch a Torrent of Calamity, as then ſur- 
Tounded me ; but my Innocence ſtil] kept me 
on float, and at the Time I am now ſpeaking 
of, eſpecially, I muſt have been more than 
naturally aſſiſted, not only in contemning his 
Threats, but in diſmiſſing his Offers, with 
all due Indignation. Then patiently waiting 
the Event, I retired to my own Houſe. 

I covrD not conceive, that the old Gen- 
tleman's Inveteracy againſt me, could extend 
to the depriving an own Son of his Life, for 
"adhering to me: For I doubted not his be- 
ing aſſured of my being Lord G--r--4*s Wife, 
and conſequently, of the Legitimacy of my 
-Children; nor was I under much Fear, after 
I hal reflected for a while, bat that T ſhould 
by ſome Means or other hear from his Lord- 
ſnip, the firſt Opportunity he could gain o 
| i the 
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the Purpoſe: For I was ſo thoroughly con- 
vinced of his Integrity to me, as to be cer- 


tain, that mere Violence alone could reſtrain 


him from it, ſhould he be prevented coming 
himſelf to me; and in theſe Sentiments I 
remained, for at leaſt ten Days. 

ABouT the Expiration of that Period, 
the Earl ſent for me to his Houſe, Madam, 
ſaid he, when laſt I ſaw you, your Tears had 
ſuch an Effect upon me, that I made you an 
Offer of fifty Pounds a- year for your Life; 
but your inſiſting that you was my Daughter- 
in-law, I could not think of ſeparating you 


| abſolutely from your Huſband, (as now I find 


he is) by my Compulſion, merely, whilſt he 
thould believe your Integrity to him as a 
Wife, would ſtand unimpeacbed ; but I have 
now to inform you, of my Son's earneſt Re- 
queſt, that I ſhould for him, proſccute you 
for Adultery, and ſue you to a Divorce from 
him. I ſhould think, added he, that Matters 


had bettet be accommodated between you, 


and as it will ſave Expence on both Sides, 
and an Expoſure on a publick Stage; here, 
ſaid he, (giving me a Par chment into my 


Hand) ſign this Article, and I will ſtill be fo 


noble to you, as to adhere to the Promiſe I 
lately made you. | | 
Wrar am I to do with this, Sir? ſaid J. 
Only to fign it, replied he; for you will re- 
ceive no. turther Maintenance from Son, 


and may come upon the Pariſh for Almi, but 


tor my Pity to you. 


FHs Lordſhip, obſerving that I was begin- 
ning to read it; What uſe will it be of, ſaid 
he, tor you to peruſe it? You are no Judge 


a 
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of Writings. You need not fear its being 


properly drawn for the Purpoſe ; ſign it, I 
ſay, ſign it. . 


Six, replied I, your Honour need no more 


fear my reading it, (for it was wrote in a 
Character, that would have puzzled a Decy- 
pherer) than I need fear its Propricty ; but 
give me leave to proteſt to your Lordſhip, 
that it ſhall never be graccd with my Hand 
to 1t.----No, Sir, I have already received too 
many Tokens of your Kindneſs to me, to ſuſ- 
pect your preſent Veracity : I doubt not its 
being as proper for your Purpoſe, as impro- 
per for mine; but let me add, Sir, that it is 
not the leaſt Alleviation of my Diſtreſs, that 
J have it, as I can plainly deſcry, as palbably 
in my Power to increaſe your Torment, or 
.-more than you can mine. 

Vo have a Son, Sir, and you aim at 
tranſmitting, through him, an Honour you 
have bartered for, and an Eſtate that may re- 
dound to your future Glory, at the Head of 
his Poſterity; but let me tell you, Sir, the 
Blood of an Earl may deſcend as untainted 
through my Iſſue, as that of the moſt opulent 
Dutcheſs in the Land. 

YouR Son, Sir, far from an Inheritor 
of your Principles, with your Blood, diſdains 
your Titles as much as your Maxims; and 
but that your Patent annexes thoſe to your 
Heir-male, would with equal Pleaſure relin- 
quiſh them as yourſelf obtained them; nei- 
ther values he your Eſtate farther than as a 
Support to your unwelcome Honours.---Y ou 
dread the Thought of being ſtiled, when 
you are gone, the Father of a poor F _ 
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of Earls, leſt the World, which will never 
find Occaſion to brand Lord G---r---4 with 
the Character of a Walter, ſhould ſuſpect 
e you of having been one, when they ſhall 
behold my Huſband with the Title, without 
an Eftate equivalent. How vain your Imagi- 
nations are, would be impertinent in me to 
urge, to a Man whoſe Caſh and Ambition 
| have ever been his darling Deities. 
Loox Lordſhip, added I, hath diſintitled 
yourſelf to any Compliments from me. You 
ſee I am plain with. you, my Sentiments are 
your Son's alſo, and ever will be ſo; nor 
hall any oppreſſive Acts of yours, ever cauſe: 
at 2 Retraction in either of us. Had you eſteem- 
ly I ed your Son for his own ſake, you would have 
or valued his Comforts in Life, which, whatſo- 
ever you may urge to the contrary, all cen-' 
at ter in a virtuous Wife, and I am her. I deſ- 
ou piſe your chimerical Adultery and Divorce; 
re- and though you are and muſt, and ſhall be, 
of © my Father-in-law, ſcorn to become your pen- 
the ſioner, upon your own mean Conditions, or 
ted any other. | 
O!] xx pure Strain of an Harlot, ſaid the 
Earl; virtuous Wife]! Innocence itſelf! I'II 


n 


itor warrant you, would but the World give Cre- 
ains dit to you; but, as to your Adultery, my 
and Son being now convinced of it, I having the 
our Evidence at hand, living Teſtimony, more 
elin⸗ than one Eye witneſs, thoſe flighty Airs you 


nei- may pleaſe to give yourſelf, in my private 
as 4a Farlour, will be of ſmall avail in a court of 
ou | Juſtice, where Matters are determined upon 

hen boſitive Evidence, without Regard to the 
ily Criminal's ſimple Plea of Innocence. 
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Mx Lord, ſaid I, but for the ReſpeQ I 
bear to my Huſband's Parent, I ſhould be apt 
to reply, as this injurious Treatment of a vir- 
tuous Woman deſerves ; but pleaſe your Fan- 
cy ſo long as you will, with the Deceit, I 
defy you to produce a ſingle Inſtance of my 
Difloyalty to Lord G---r---d, in Thought, 
Word, or AQ, except that one Overſight 
againſt his Honor, when, combining with 
him, I conſented to diſown our Marriage to 

ou. 

1 Hrs Lordſhip then called in his Penſioner 
Stringer; Mr. Stringer, ſaid he, I call you to 
declare your Knowledge as to this virtuous 
Woman's Chaſtity. You have known her 
long. Hath ſhe, to your Knowledge, evcr 
proſtituted herſelf to any Man, or hath ſhe 
ever been a true Woman to her Huſband ? 

Stringer was not a little confounded at my 
Preſence ; but covering it under the Reluc- 
tance wherewith he muſt expoſe a Lady, for 
whom he profeſſed to have had a peculiar 
Eſteem, replied, that far be it from him to 
glory in his Conqueſts over the Fair-ſex, and 
ſo far, every Tendency to caſt a Blemiſh 
over my Character, in particular, that he 
could well hope he might be excuſed from 
ſo unwelcome a Taſk as his Lordſhip had en- 
joined; but when his Lordſhip, before whom 
his Duty obliged him to a& with Sincerity, 
thought fit to lay his Injunction: upon him, 
every {crupulous Suggeſtion muſt give place 
to that, and his Lordſhip muſt be obeyed. 

As to the main Queſtion, he ſaid, not to 
mention the ſeveral Acts of my Miſbehavi- 


our, which Fame only had informed him of, 
he 
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he ſhould proceed to only what had fallen 


more immediately under his own Cognizance; 
though ſorry he was that he muſt thereby caſt 
a Slur upon his own Reputation, which no 
Conſideration ſhould have induced him to, 
leſs than his Lordſhip's Command; but to 
ſpeak the Truth ingenuouſly, himſelf had 
lain with me, by my own Appointment. 

My Blood perfectly boiled in my Veins at 
Sight of that foul Raviſhe ; but having heard 
his Tale, I could have ſtabbed him to the 
Heart, had I been Miſtreſs of ought that 
would have reached it; for he proceeded, with 
ſuch an undaunted Air of Truth in his Re- 
port, that had I not been conſcious of my 
own Innocence, I could not, as a Byrſtander, 
have even ſuſpected his Veracity. 

Tris, I preſume, Sir, ſaid I, you wool 
impoſe upon his Lordſhip as a Verity. Your 


_ Lordſhip already knows what Credit my 


Huſband gives to it. Woman, replied the 
Earl, I alſo know, that Mr. Stringer was not 
then preſent when Lord G r- delivered 


- himſelf 3 but whatever my Son may have 


thought, I tell thee, he is now fully convin- 
ced of thy Falſhood to him. 

TURNING then to Stringer, ſaid J, Pray x 
Sir, did we meet, by Agreement in the Horſe- 
pond, and in the Dunghill too? Wretched 


Stringer! is it come to this? Surely thou 


haſt not yet received ſufficient from his 
Lordſhip's Bounty, to hazard thy Soul in 
his Quarrel. Poor Man l when thou haſt 
anſwered this dirty Job, there will be an 
End of thy Perquiſites. His Lordſhip parts 
with no Caſh unprofitably. 
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How dareſt thou, poor miſerable Man ! to 
curry Favour with any one, brave out a Lye 
thus plauſibly ? thou impudent Diſguiſer 
Diſguiſer! ſaid he; was it not at your own 
Requeſt that 1 did it? leſt accidentally his 
Lordſhip ſhould return Wan we were ſtir- 
ring the next Day. 

O HEAVvENS! faid 1, Arend you not + k 
ing into the Earth quick, for this Falſity? 
Ay, ay, ſaid the Earl, right Strumpet ſtill; 
ſome Prodigy, ever ſome Prodigy, to clear 
the Innocent, no doubt; but go on, 80 on, 
Mr. Stringer. 

My Lord, ſaid Stringer, J have done; but 
as this as happened to be denied by the Lady, 
which I muſt own I could not have ſuſpected 
her to be ſo hardened as to have attempted, 
I ſhall beg leave to call in another Evidence, 
in corroboration of what J have teſtified to 
your Lordſhip, leſt, through her Audacity, 
your Lordſhip ſhould be miſguided to diſcre- 
dit me. 

Wuũuo ſhould this doughty witneſs be, but 
my former Maid Efther, who, dropping a 
Curt'ſy, deſired to know whether I would 
ſpeak with her? — Eſther, ſaid I, you well 

know that you have proved yourſelf # baſe 
Creature to me; and was proceeding to have 
| Charged her as an Accomplice with Stringer 
in this intentional Debauch of my Perſon, 
when the Earl cut me ſhort, by demanding 
my Silence, till Eſther had finiſtied her Tale; 
then calling to her, Mrs. Efther, ſaid he, 
what know you of Mr. Stringer”! 8 W 
with that Woman: 2 80 | 
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Mar. it pleaſe your Lordſhip, ſaid ſhe, I 
would not for the World, by a ſingle Step, 
exceed the real Truth. I cannot ſay that 1 


ſaw them bedded; but it was ſo currently 


reported in the Family; and indeed, my 


Lord, I ſuſpected. ſome ſuch thing to be in 


Agitation, when my Lady ordered me to 
deliver a Suit of my Night-clothes, or Night- 


gown,, and Pettycoat, to Mr. Stringer. 


Wir what a Face of Braſs canſt thou 
aue this Teſtimony ? ſaid the Earl to 

My Lord, replied I, I have lived long 
8 to be fully aſcertained, that when 
once a. Villain has told a Lye, it is to no 
Purpoſe to enquire whether he is not aſhamed 
of it: For had he but poſſeſſed the leaſt Tinc- 
ture of this in his Compoſition; he had avoid- 
ed it: So that in Chriſtian Charity, I have 
only to pray for their Reformation, and in 
the mean time, to intreat you to cheriſn them, 
if you hope for any Benefit from them, or 
the next Bidder may employ them to im- 
peach your Lordſhip. 

Pray, Mr. Stringer, ſaid I, was I paſſive, 
or was I turbulent upon the Occaſion ? Paſ- 
five as a, Lamb, faid he, till by Chance, you 
heard one of the Men- ſervants coming down 
Stairs, when you told me you was afraid we 
were betrayed, and immediately ſet up fuels 
an Out-cry, as almoſt frighted me out of H 


. Senſes, and ſo ſtupified me, that I ſuffered 


even the Women to creep in upon me, with- 
out the leaſt Oppoſition. | 

I PRESUME, ſaid I, that by this Time, your 
Lordſhip can ſpare me, having furniſhed your- 
{elf with ſuch powerful Evidence againſt me; 
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but to your Diſgrace let me ſpeak it, I chal- 
lenge you to produce them for your Purpoſe. 
Nay, ſo far will I be from ſhrinking from the 
Efforts of their utmoſt Malice, that name but 
your Day and Place, I will attend you with 
ſuch a Cloud of Witneſſes, as ſhall endanger 
ſome of your Ears in the Scuffle, or let me 
forfeit all Intereſt in my dear Lord for ever. 
You talk very big, Madam, ſaid the Earl; 
but were not the Reports of theſe Perſons ge- 
nuine, they could never be ſo uniform, and 
themſelves ſo unconcerned. O] my good 
Lord, faid I, you can't penetrate their Con- 
ſciences. I am certain, they muſt have an 
Hell within them, as that my every Action, 
with regard to my Huſband's Honor, is pure 
as the Heavens themſelves. Then turning 
upon my Heel I left them. 
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Letter from Lord G---r---d to fetch Biddy to 
Dublin. She obeys. Near being undone by 
Stringer. Stringer*s Accident, She diſco- 
vers Stringer, in the Place of her Huſband. 


T may much more be readily conceived, 
1 than I am able to deſcribe, the miſerable 
Life I ſtill led, from the uncertainty I was 
under, of what was become either of my 
Huſband, or my Children ; the Privation of 
whom in ſo unaccountable a Manner, I could 
never have ſurvived, had not the Earl's Im- 
Patience for inducing me to relinquiſh my 

| | Claim 
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Claim to my ever dear Lord, ſtill encouraged 


me to hope, that he was living, tho? moſt un- 
doubtedly under an unwilling Reſtraint ; but 
ſo long as I could but flatter myſelf of his 
being alive, I bore up under his Abſence, 
with uncommon Fortitude 5; waiting, with 
all the Patience I was Miſtreſs of, till Pro- 
vidence ſhould in its own due Time, un- 
riddle the Myſtery. 

My late Adventure with the Earl, had 
ſcarce been concluded more than a Fort- 
night, before I received a Letter from Lord 
G---r---d, wherein he informed me, that 


Buſineſs of the utmoſt Conſequence had cal- 
led him over to Ireland, in ſuch haſte, that . 


he could gain no poſſible Opportunity of no- 
tifying 1t to me before his Departure, by 
taking a formal Leave of me. His Engage- 


ments there, he intimated to be of ſuch a 


Nature, as probably might detain him much 
longer than he had expected; adding, that he 
ſhould find himſelf there, in a moſt melan- 
choly Situation, unleſs I would favour him 
with my Company. He gave me Directions 
where to enquire for him; but added, that 
being wholly unknown there, he choſe to 


remain incognito; for which Reaſon, he had 
 alſumed the Name of Shepard, by which he 


deſired me to enquire for him. 

War could I think of this Letter -A 
Voyage to another Kingdom, undertaken 
without my Participation, or even the leaſt 
Hint of it to me, I could not but imagine to 
have ſomewhat very ſtriking in it. Poſſibly, 


ſaid I, this may be ſome Buſineſs of his Fa- 
ther's, that he has over-perſuaded my Lord 
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Engage in, as the Price of their future Re- 
conciliation; and the Earl may have ſeized 
this Opportunity of his Abſence, to work up- 
on me to my own Confuſion, that he may 
find ſomewhat culpable to charge me with, 
at my Lord's Return. 

I THEN looked again at his Lordfhip's 
Letter, dubious of its Genuineneſs, and cau- 
tious leſt I ſhould be anywiſe impoſed upon; 
for ſo much Artifice and Stratagem had been 
uſed with us both, that we were at a Loſs 
to know on whom to rely. 

I Hap now aſſured myſelf, that the Letter 
was of his Lordſhip's Writing, by compar- 
mg it with many others under his own Hand ; 
but his Lordſhip cannot have taken his Chil- 

dren with him to Ireland too, thought 1; 
then what can have become of them? 1 quit- 
ted this Thought, under the Reflection, that 
as they all left me on the ſame Day, and that 
without his Lordſhip's Expectation of fuch a 
Journey ; ſo undoubtedly the Children muſt 
alſo be diſpofed of under his Knowledge and 
Conſent; and that on my Arrival in Dublin 
1 ſhould be informed of their Deſtination ; 
but the Letter to me being dated from Dub- 
lin, my whole Force was bent to a Com- 
pliance with it; his Lordfhip's Intimation of 
his Reſidence being ſufficient, without more 
2do, to have fent me after bim, not only in- 
to a neighbouring Kingdom, but even to 
either Indies, with all Alacrity. 

WHEn theſe Cogitations had taken their 
Turn in my Mind, my Doubts again ſuc- 
ceeding, I had Recourſe again to the Letter, 
and alto to the Note I had received, that had 

be- 
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dereaved me of my Children, when after 
ſome Debate with myſelf, I was within an 
Hair's Breadth of condemning them both as 
connterfeit, till again examining them with 
others, I was but the more confirmed in my 
former Opinion, that they were both of his 
Lordſhip's own Hand. 

Ix would have been impoſſible for me to 
fay, but that his Lordſhip's Journey was ju- 
diciouſly taken, and that Matters unforeſeen 
by me, might have required that Expedition, 
which was 1nconfiſtent with his apprizing me 
of it, before he arrived at Dublin; but now 
] was ſo certain of his Deſire to find me 
there, I would ſuffer no Time to flip till 1 
had put myſelf upon the Undertaking. ._ 
My firſt Enquiry was, for the Road I muſt 
take, and the ufual Method of paſſing over 
thither ; when being informed, that I ſhould. 
have but a ſhort Paſſage by Sea from Holy- 
bead, taking one Servant only with me, and 
a Trunk or two with my Baggage, we fpee- 
dily arrived at Dublin, where my firſt En- 
quiry was, for the Houſe of Mrs. Newburgh, 
where his Lordſhip, in his Letter, had inti- 
mated to me that he lodged. 8 8 
1 s00N found it out according to Direc- 


tion, and ordered my Servant to knock at the 


Door. It was a very genteel private Houſe, 
fo far as I could remark of it, in the Decline 
of the Day; and T was defired by the Servant. 
who opened it, to walk in. I enquired for 
one Mr. Shepard, who was above in his Apart- 


ment, as the Maid told me. She ſaid ſhe 


would jet him know I waited for him, and 
deſired 
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deſired me to fend up my Name, which [ 
told her was Shepard. 

I waiTED full half an Hour before ſhe 
returned, which at length ſhe did, with an 
Anſwer ; but I had all the while ered 
prodigiouſly, what Buſineſs his Lordſhip ſhould 
be engaged in, that could have occaſioned me 
ſuch a Delay; nothing having ever been fo 
private in his Lordſhip's Affairs, that I might 
not have been admitted to. 

SHE told me, that Mr. Shepard perceiving 
himſelf very ill, with a violent Cold he had 
caught, was gone to Bed; but upon her ac- 
quainting him that my Name was Shepard, 
he had deſired me to walk up to him. 

So ſoon as I was ſatisfied of my being ar- 
rived at the right Houſe, I ſent away my Ser- 
vant directly, to bring up my Baggage from 
the Ship, with Orders to take notice of the 


Houſe, and to ſee it all fafe conveyed to me; 


and then I followed the Maid up Stairs to my 
dear Lord's Chamber, but under great Hea- 
vineſs of Spirit at the Report I had heard of 
his Illneſs. 

SHE couducted me into a dark here 
the only. Glimmer of Light that could enter, 
was the ſmall Remains of the Twilight, which 
paſſed through a thick Pair of Window Cur- 
tains, and there ſhe left me, to grope out my 
Way to the Bed-ſide, as well as I could, by 
ſuch a faint Direction as I could there gain 
to it. 


and then calling, in a low Voice, My dear 


Lord! I was anſwered, in a ſtrained Tone, 
fo Roar ſe, as ſcarce to „ the leaſt Clear- 


neſs 


I soo heard a Stir of the Bed-curtains, 
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neſs of Sound, or more than an articulated 
Aſpiration. How does your Lordſhip do? 
faid I. He replied, that a Cold he had taken 
lately, had entirely deprived him of his Voice, 
and that he was under ſuch acute Pain with 
his Head and Limbs,” that he could ſcarce ſtir 
himſelf ; then feeling for my Hand, and draw- 
ing me down to kiſs him, he embraced me in 
his Arms for a confiderable Time. 

I xNow not how it happens, but there I 
an inexpreſſible Sympathy between the Sexes, 


upon the Contact of two Perſons truly loving 
| each other; but this, to my then thinking, 


not anſwering to my Deſires, 1 aſcribed it to 
his Diſorder ; for there had ever been a downy 
Softneſs and Glow, accompanying each Em- 
brace of my deareſt Lord, which I was not 


then ſenfible of; but inſtead thereof, my Lips 


were met by a Deadneſs, and damp clayey 
Touch, which not a little augmented my 


Uneaſineſs, leſt his Lordſhip ſhould have been 


much worſe, than he ſuſpected himſelf to be. 

I xNqQuiIRED into each Symptom of his 
Diſorder, ſeparately ; and preſcribed ſeveral 
Remedies, aſſuring him, that I would that 
Night fit up and attend him ; for that by en- 
deavouring to keep him in a conſtant breath- 
ing Sweat, till Morning, I was in great 
Hopes, he would find himſelf better. 

I was going down, as I told him, that I 
might ſend for ſuch Things, as I apprehended 
would be beneficial for him ; but fitting then 
upon the Bed-fide, and having my Hand in 
his, he would by no means ſuffer me to ſtir; 
for that perceiving himſelf inclinable to ſleep, 


be faid, if he could but procure a good Night's 


Reſt, 
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Reſt, he was in Hopes of being another Man, 


by Morning. Then deſiring me to come to. 


bed to him, he urged his Apprehenſion, that 
my fitting up with him, or adminiſtring any 
thing to him in the Night, would only keep 
him wakeful, and retard his Cure. 
I, wno had never been poſſeſſed of the 
Spirit of Oppoſition to the Will of my deareſt 
Lord, would not now gainſay his Propoſal; 
but ariſing, prepared for. finding the further 
Side of the Bed, that I might there undreſs 
myſelf; where meeting with a Chair, I was 
ſitting down to prepare for it, and my Bag- 
gage not being as yet arrived, I had already 
tied my Handkerchief about my Head, by 
way of Night-cap: but would no more offer 
at introducing a Candle; for that having at 
my firſt coming mentioned it, he declared his 
Head to be upon ſuch a Rack, that the leaſt 
Glimmer of Light would make him go di- 
ſtracted. 
IH Ab juſt unpinned my Gown, when he 
aſked me whether I had locked the Door. To 
which I replied in the negative; nor did I 
readily know where to find it. He then, as 
well as he could utter himſelf, directed me 
round the Bed, and I retook my Place, as 
before. _ 
I was now in my Under-pettycoat (with- 
out either Shoes or Stockings) and was unty- 
ing that, in order to have ſtepped into Bed; 
when I perceived him to have a ſtrong Ten- 
dency to coughing; but obſerved, that he 
ſtifled it all he could; till having ſome how 
cauſed a Stoppage in his Wind-pipe, he fell 
into ſuch * with Rattling and Strain- 


ing, 
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ing, that J expected no leſs than each ſuc- 
ceeding Moment would have been his laſt, 


and that he muſt have been ſtrangled, before 
it would be poſſible for me to collect any Help 


about me: For he now hooped ſo terribly, 
that I was almoſt terrified to Death at it. 


BEING in a ſtrange Houſe, where I had as 
yet ſeen not a living Soul but the Maid, I 
was under the greateſt Conſternation, but my 


| Fears for my deareſt Lord, prompting me to 
the loudeſt Expreſſions of them in my Power; 
| flipping on my Shoes, I ſtampt upon the Floor 


as hard as poſſible, and joining thereto my 


| ſtrongeſt Vociferations, it became very im- 
| probable, that any living Creature could 
ſubſiſt within thoſe Walls without hearing 


me. | 
I HURRIED on fuch of my ſcattered Gar- 
ments as I could firſt lay my Hands on, and 


had but juſt covered over my Body in the 
looſeſt manner, before the Family were in a 


Cluſter at my Door ; which having opened 


to them, for Goodneſs ſake, ſaid I, aſſiſt my 


poor Huſband, or he mult be ſtrangled. 
SNATCHING then the Candle from one of 
their Hands, I ran with it to the Bed-ſide, 


to ſee what condition. my Huſband was in; 
but his Face ſeemed ſo ſtrained with his 


ſtruggling, that it was not only ready to 
burſt, but looked to the full, as black as one's 
Hat; nor did I in my Fright, and under the 
ſhocking Appearance I then beheld him in, 
once miſtruſt his being my very Lord him- 
ſelf; but ſcreaming out, my Huſband is dead, 
my Huſband is dead, the Terror I conceived 
at the Sight, caſt me lifeleſs into a Chair, 

which 
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which opportunely ſtood at the Bed's- foot, 
where I lay wholly inſenſible, of what was 
in future tranſacting. | 1 
EvERVY one having now ſurrounded the 
Bed, with a ſeveral Application, all poſſible 
means were uſed to his Relief; but I was 
paſt yielding any Aſſiſtance, till every one 
crying out to draw back the Curtains, and 
give him Air, they at length brought him to 
a regular Breathing; when they had leiſure 
to conſider the Condition I was reduced to. 
Ns ſooner had they recoyered me from 
my Stupor, than longing for a Sight of my 
dear Huſband, I flew to the Bed-ſide, to be 
aſcertained of his Reſtoration to Life again; 
when to my inexpreſſible Aſtoniſhment, who 
ſhould my Eyes behold in the recovered Per- 
ſon, but the perfidious Villain, Stringer, as 
yet ſcarce capable of breathing with Com- 
poſure, from the Flutter his Lungs had been 
„„ ; | 
I SHRIEKED out, juſt as the Company were 
about quitting the Room, and was very near 
a Relapſe into my fainting Fit again, which 
occaſioned their all returning ; when obſerv- 
ing an Air of Superiority in one of the Wo- 
men, and inſtantly ſuſpecting her for the 
Miſtreſs of the Family, I intreated her to 
receive me under her Protection, and to per- 
mit me to ſome private Conference with her: 
For that whot I had ſeen in her Houſe, had 
ſo ſhocked me, that I was ſcarce able to bear 
it. This ſhe moſt readily condeſcended to, 
and invited me into her Apartment. 
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Biddy claimed by Player as bis Wife. Strange 

Confuſion to the By-ſlanders. Stringer claims 

her. They quarrel. Turn it all upon Biddy. 
Threaten her with a Proſecution for Bigamy. 
Mrs. Newburgh reſponſible for ber forth- 
„ | "at 


No ſooner were we arrived in the La- 


4 N dy's Chamber, than I ſent the Maid 
for ſuch of my Clothes as I had left behind 


me in the other Room; but had ſcarce tho- 


roughly dreſt myſelf, before ſomebody knock- 


ing hard at the Street-door, word was brought 
me, that a Gentleman was below, enquiring 
for a Lady, who had arrived there that Even- 
ing from England. This I ſuſpecting to have 
been my Servant with my Baggage, I deſired 
the Lady's Leave for introducing him to 
me. 


Trap as yet had not the leaſt Time or 


Opportunity for the ſtating my Caſe to the 
Lady, or of imforming her of the Impoſi- 


tion put upon me by Stringer; though I pur- 
poſed to have done it, ſo ſoon as we ſhould 
have been a little ſettled ; but whilſt I was 
waiting for an Account of my Things from 


my Servant, the Maid uſhered into us, a 
Gentleman, whom I had never before ſeen, 
and pointed to me, as the Lady he had en- 


quired for. 


L Is 
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Is your Buſineſs with me, Sir? ſaid I: 


When ſtaring ſternly in my Face; Baſe 
Wretch! ſaid he, thou vile, ungrateful Wo- 


man! canſt thou be at a Loſs for the Know 


ledge of your own Huſband? Huſband! replied 
I; you muſt be groſsly miſtaken, Sir; I have 
indeed an Huſband, but another Sort of Man 
than you are, I'll promiſe you. Pray exa- 
mine me more narrowly, added I; have you 
ever in your Life ſeen me before? if ſo, its 
more than I can ſay of you, I am poſitive. 

CoNrOUNDED Artifice! Damned Hypo- 
crite! Front of Adamant! ſaid he: What! 
deny the Knowledge of your own Huſband ? 
Have you not been married to me theſe five 
Years? Have you not now four Children 
living by me? Have you not eloped from 
me in puriuit of Stringer, who is lately come 
in this City before you?- Foul Adultreſs! 
T heard of your Progreſs, and Paramour, and 
watched you from the Water-ſide to this 
Houle ; nor doubt I, but the wicked Wretch 
your Seducer, is near at hard; but I ſhall 
leave no Stone unturned to diſcover him, and 


ſnall give you both your juſt Reward ; at 


leait, fer yourſelf, Madam, as I have now 
found you, I hall make you à public Exam- 
ple, you may deend upon it. 

I posITIivEiy declared to Mrs. Newburgh, 


(the Lady of the Houſe being ſo called) and 


to ſome cthers, whom the Fellow's high 
Words had by this Time gathered round me, 
that I had never ſeen the Man's Face betore; 


and that he was anentire Stranger to me, nor 
knew I ſo much as his Name. | 


Hz 
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Hx alſo, himſelf, began then to appeal to 
Mrs. Newburgh, whether it could be poſſible 


that any Man ſhould be miſtaken in his own 
Wife, after ſo long a Cohabitation, as be- 


tween him and me? And aſked, whether 


they had ever before heard of ſuch bare-faced 
Impudence as this, of a Woman's denying 
her own Huſband to his Face? — Madam, 
added he, my Name is Player, and I profeſs 
to you, that every Word I have hitherto 
uttered to you 1s a Verity; but pray, what 
Name hath ſhe given herſelf, ſince ſhe hath 

en in your Houſe ? 

Mxs. Newburgh, aſtoniſhed at the Diver- 
ſity of our Allegations, replied, that it was 
a mere Accident, that had brought her to 
the Knowledge of me at all, and that ſhe had 
hitherto, had no Opportunity of enquiring 
my Name; but faid, ſhe took me for an En- 
gliſb Lady, who had followed my Huſband 
thither, who was her Lodger before I came 
over: For that he had aſſured her, he ſcon 
expected his Lady after him, and that ſhe 
preſumed, I was his Wife. 

Thx Maid, who was ſtanding by, then 
put in a Word, declaring, that at my firſt 
Arrival that Night, I had enquired for Mr. 
Shepard, who being ill, cried, Oh, it is 
my dear Wife, whom I have a long Time 
wiſhed to ſee. Tell her I am not very well, 


and ſhew her up to me, immediately. She 


added, that ſo ſoon as ſhe had ſhewn me the 
Chamber, ſhe retired ; that Mr. Shepard was 
then in Bed, and by her hearing no more of 
me for ſome Time, ſhe imagined no leſs, n 
that I had been in Bed with him. | 
L 2 O! ruts 
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O! TH1s concerted Scene of Debauchery, 
faid Player; but we all know, that Perſons 
whoſe Proceedings are fcandalous, for the 
moſt Part, cover them under feigned Names, 
and Characters. That ſhe is my Wife, I can 
juſtify before all the World; but I ſhall be 
glad to ſee the Perſon ſne calls Shepard, for 
moſt probably, though under ſome Diſguiſe, 
I ſhall in him diſcover the Traitor Stringer, 
as I am informed his Name 1s. Es 

Six, ſaid I, the Aſſurance with which you 
utter theſe Falſities, ſo confound me, that I 
am at a Loſs to think how it ſhould be poſ- 
ſible, for human Nature to degrade itfelf thus, 
as even to belye its own Heart, and contra- 
dict its own Conſcience, as yours do now. 

I rousT not, Madam, replied he, but 
my Preſence confounds you, as indeed, it 
well may: For that you expected me not 
here, is moſt certain; but that what I now 
urge, is either falſe, or contradictory to my 
Conſcience, is not ſo clear, but that yourſelf 
will have an hard Tafk to prove it. Come, 
come, to put the Matter paſt all further Diſ- 
pute, or Difficulty, added he; lead me to 
this Shepard, as you call him, and if he 
proves you his Wife, by ſuperior Claim to 
myſelf, notwithſtanding my legal Title te 
you, 1 will for ever renounce, and leave 

ou. ; 

_ EvERy one then prefent, allowed that the 
Gentleman had put it upon a very fair Foct- 
ing, and adviſed me to join Iſſue with him; 
when 1 deſired their Patience for a few 
Words. Madam, faid I, addreffing myſelf 
ta Mrs. Newburgh, you are ſenſible it is ſcarce 

we 
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two Hours that I have been within your 
Doors, one of which, was near upon ſpent 
below, in waiting an Anſwer to my Demand, 
whether Mr. Shepard was at home or not. 
I was then introduced to him, in a dark 
Room, he pretending to be ill of a Cold; 
but that Deceit was only a Pretext, to conceal 
his true Perſon from me. He had prevailed 
upon me to bed with him, as to my real Huſ- 
band; and had not Providence interpoſed to 
the Prevention of it, by reducing him to the 
laſt Extremity by a Cough, of which you are 
Witneſſes, I had moſt aſſuredly wrought my 


. abſolute Ruin with him: For with what Face 


could I ever have beheld my dear Lord 
G--r--d more, my only true and real Huſ- 
band, after once I had diſhonoured his Bed : 
But upon your Approach with a Light, my 
Diſtreſs for the Loſs of my dear Lord, whom 
I verily expected to have found in the dying 
Man, for ſome Time deprived me of all Sen- 
fation ; till perceiving upon his Recovery, 
how near I was to having delivered myſelf 
into the Arms of that very Stringer, this 
Gentleman ſpeaks of, you know Madam, 
with what Difficulty I was preſerved from 
relapſing into my former Fainting; nor had 
I either Breath or Strength then left, for pub- 
liſhing the Cauſe of it. 
You, Madam, well know, added I, that 
the Time I have had fince my retiring with 
you, hath been far too ſhort, for me to have 


perſected an Explanation of theſe Myſteries 
to you, for that this Man, who calls himſelf 


Player, (whoever he may really be) entered 
upon us, even before I was well dreſſed; 
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and ſince his coming, I ſubmit to you from 


the Share he hath had in the Converſation, 
and the wonderful Things he hath advanced, 


| how little Opportunity I have had of putting 


in a Word till now; but whilſt the Diſcourſe 
is in my Hands, I hall, with your Leave, 
juſt proceed to inform you, that Lord G--r--4, 


_ eldeſt Son to the Farl of B----— n, having 


wrote me Word of his Arrival in this City, 
required me to follow him, and enquire ior 
him at your Houſe, by the Name of Shepard; 
for that his Lordſhip, intending to be private 
here, could not remain incognito in his pro- 
per Character, as he might, as a private 
Gentleman only. 

For this Reaſon, nothing doubting but 
bis Lordſhip had been here, and that it had 
been to him I had been conducted by your 
Servant, I made no ſcruple of approaching his 
Chamber, nor ſhould I, of entering his Bed, 


had not this laſt, as I ſaid, been providen- 


tially prevented, 

] caLL Heaven 3 Earth to witneſs, that 
1 know nothing of you, Sir; ; but as for the 
Villair, Stringer, it is not the firſt Time, that 
he has well nigh been too many for me; hav- 


ing one Night in my own Houſe, bad the 


Impudence, in my Lord's Abſence, to aſſume 
the Habit ard Form of my Woman, and 
place himſelf in my Bed before me; but Pro- 


vidence then alſo, averted the Miſchief in- 


tended me, under that Stratagem. Nay, ſo 
ready am I to credit the worſt of Plots from 
Stringer, that I am now fully perſuaded, the 
whole Contrivance of bringing me hither, 


has been the Maſterpiece of that wicked Fel- 


low, 
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low, merely to ſubject me to his vile Pur- 


— 


ſes. 
ren AT a cooked-up Story have we here? 
ſaid Player; was there ever ſo fruitful an In- 
vention? A mere Heap of Deceit, jumbled 
together, of a Lord and a Lady, an intended 
Rape, and I know not what; and this, only 
to raiſe a Miſt, to cloud the Eye of a lawfut 
Huſbarid ; but may 1 never fee my native 
Shore again, if I have not ample Satisfaction 
from you both, before I have done wich you. 

MapAu, ſaid I, (for I ſcorn to hold par- 
ky with that Fellow, who muſt have ſub- 


orned the Powers of Hell, for the Aſſurance 


he puts on, to deceive me with, to my Face) 
my Servant, who is but gone to the Ship for 


my Baggage, when he returns, will ſoon 


clear up whether I am the Wife of a Peer 
of this Kingdom, or of that Impoſter, who 
may be a Scotch Pedlar, for ought that I know 
*to the contrary. | en 
PLAYER, then raiſing a Sort of triumphant 
Smile, Come, come, ſaid he, lead me the 
Way to this Stringer, we may poſſibly gain 
fome Truth from him, tho? T perceive it is 
not to be expected from this wretched Wo- 
man: For having once formerly ſeen him, I 
am apt to believe, I ſhall know him again. 
Wx advanced to Stringer's Chamber, where 


we found him ſtill in Bed; when Player open- 


ig the Curiains, Yes, ſaid he, this is the very 
Man. — What, Sir, ſaid he, could have in- 
duced you to run away with my Wife? — 
Jour Wife? Sir, ſaid Stringer, ſhe was a 
Widow when I married her, and is now m 
| | deare 
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deareſt Wife; then ſhew me the Man on 
Earth, that dares to claim her from me. 

I AM that Man, ſaid Player, and my Wife 
ſhe hath been till within theſe three Months, 
that you, or ſome ſuch Raſcal, has inveig- 
led her away from me. 

Stringer then ſeeming in a 3 Rage; 
Stay, Sir, ſaid he, till I riſe. Vou ſhall have 
all the Satisfaction that one Gentleman may 
demand of another: But know, Sir, that no 
Man breathes long, after ſuch an Affront as 
Jou have given me.—Raſcal! Raſcal! 
Sir, (dreſſing all the while as faſt as poſſible) 
you ſhall ſwallow that Word, before I part 
with you. That Lady, Sir, | is my Wite, 
and yourſelf the Raſcal, for ſuſpecting fhe is 
not. Pray, Sir, ſaid Player, moderate your 
Warmth alittle. What was her Name when 
you married her? Player, replied Stringer; 
a Widow, as ſhe informed me; nor have J 
ſo little Regard for her, as ever to decline my 

Title to her. 
I THex plainly perceived, that this was all 
a concerted Scheme, between theſe two bluſ- 
tering Heroes, to diſtreſs me, whilſt a Stran- 
ger in the Country, and to reduce me to the 
Acceptance of their Meaſures; and was pro- 
ceeding with my Reflections thereon, when 
Stringer being dreſt, ran to his Sword; by 
way of Vindication of my Chaſtity, as he 
prot ſted: For that an Injury offered to my 
Character, ſtabbed him to the very Soul. He 
could have paſſed by a Slight to himſelf; but 
the Man who ſhould caft an Imputation ur on 
me, ſhould not ſurvive, to repent the Indig- 

nity. 
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Ms, Stringer, ſaid I, your Voice is finely 
menged ſince this Man's Viſit to you. It is 
ſcarce half an Hour, ſince you was dying, 
and could whiſper only, with hard Straining, 
you was ſo hoarſe. Surely, my Dear, ſaid 
he, you are mad. I hoarſe ? — I whiſper ? 
What Crotchet have you in your Head 
now? —- Then turning to Mrs Newburgh, 


This Fellow, Madam, ſaid he, has turned 
my poor Wife's Brain. 


GENTLEMEN, faid Mrs. Newburgh, this 
Flood of Myfteries is too unfathomable for 
me to wade in. Jam wholiy leſt in 
Amaze and Intricacy. Either this Lady is 
unworthy of the Sex ſhe bezrs, or ſhe is highly 
injured by you both, and hath an kard Card 
to play between you. | | 

Mp Au, faid I, ſuſpend your Opinion of 
me till my Servant returns from on board; 
he will ſoon diſpel all theſe Vapours, and ſe 
Matters in a clear Light again. | | 
TrovGcn I had expected no leſs than the 
Death of one, or both of theſe Champions, 
from the Fury of their firſt Menaces to each 
other, till they were both upon a Square for 
Action; yet, no ſooner might they have en- 
Faged upon equal 'Terms, had they been fo 
diſpoſed, than their ſwaggering ſubſided with 
cool Reaſoning ; and that no further Animo- 
fity might ſubſift between themſelves, they 
tranferred their Rancour for- each other, 
wholly againſt me; and as ſeemingly very good 
Friends, both impoſed upon by the ſame Ob- 
je, having conferred upon the Clearneſs cf 
both their Nuptuals with me, they combined 
in a Determination, to proſecute me for Bi- 
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gamy, and inſiſted, that unleſs Mrs. Ne- 
burgh would be reſponſible for my Forth: 
coming in the Morning, they would ſecure 
me that very Night by a Peace-officer. 

I BeinG a perfect Stanger to Mrs. New- 
burgh, ſhe was ſomewhat cautious of inter- 


meddling in an Affair, where ſhe might even- 


tually come into Trouble; but was neverthe- 
leſs fo averſe from my being taken into Cuſto- 
dy by an Officer, that conceiving there was 
ſomewhat, (as ſhe afterwards complimented 
me) both in my Story and Behaviour, con- 
victive of her Judgment in my Favour, not- 
withſtanding all their Allegations againſt me, 
ſhe generouſly undertook for my Appearance 
to any Charge that they might exhibit againſt 
me in the Morning; but having all of us 
wearied ourſelves in the Argument, we ſepa- 
rated ourſelves for reſt, and Mrs. Newburgh 
being a Widow Lady, took me for her Bed- 


fellow. | 

FEEEESSSECLEEEES $4545 
CHAP I. 

Biddy relates ber Hardſhips to Mrs. Newburgh. 


Mrs. Newburgh credits her. Biddy /o/es 


Her Servant and Baggage. Stringer bath a 
Conference with Biddy. Purport. A Scene 
of Villainly to diſtreſs Biddy. ' 


T- is not to be preſumed; that having ſo 
much Matter in my Head, we two Wo- 
men could take much Reſt, till I had diſbur- 
dened myſelf of the Load that then oppreſſed 
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me ; ſo that before Morning, Mrs. Newburgh 
was almoſt as much Miſtreſs of my Life, Mar- 


riage, Diſtreſſes, and Difficulties, as I myſelf 


was, nor did I blazon Stringer's Character in 
leſs worthy Colours, than it deſerved. | 
In ſhort, my little Hiftory had ſo wrought 
Mrs. Newburgh into a favourable Opinion of 
me, that ſhe aſſur2d me, ſhe ſhould give her- 
ſelt not the leaſt Concern after my ſafe Keep- 
ing; but would permit me, upon my Parole 


of Honor, to behave as I pleaſed. 


HAvinG neither ſeen or heard from my 
Servant, ſince I had ſent him to bring up my 
Baggage ; in the Morning, I grew great 
concerned at it, and expreſſed myſelt ſo to 
Mrs. Newburgh; when ſhe told me, I was 
at Liberty to go down to the Ship, and en- 
quire after him, if I pleaſed ; nothing doubt- 
ing, but her Honor was ſafe in my Hands; 
but informed me, what time her Dinner would 
be ready, hoping I ſhould be at home by that 

1me. | 

| I ACCEPTED of her Kindneſs, and deſcend- 

ing to the Quay, the utmoſt Intelligence I 
could there gain was, that the Veſſel from 
which I had landed the preceding Day, was 
failed for London, through the Downs, and 
by all that I was further able to learn, had my 
Servant on board her. : 

THis went ſo near to my Heart, that it 
ſunk me more than all that had hitherto befal- 
len me, ſince my firſt landing : For what 
could become of me ina ſtrange Country ? 
or how ſhould I clear my Way back again, 


without Money and other Neceſſaries? 
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I nad only ſome running Caſn in my ; 
Pocket ; my Banker's Notes, to.the Amount 
of two hundred and odd Pounds, which I had , 

packed up with my Clothes, and which would 
have beenas goodas ready Money to me, be- , 
ing all plundered, and conveyed away from 
me, I knew not whither ; together with every 
Shitt of Linen and Apparel, zhat I had ſhip- | 
ped on board with me. 

SOMETIMES, I imagined. that my own Ser- 
vant had proved the Thief, had landed the 
Goods, and run away with them by Land; 

ſometimes, that he had procured the Veſſel to 
ſet Sail with him to London, that he might a 
receive the Caſh on my Notes, and whatever 
elſe would ariſe from the Sale. of my other ; 
Things; then again, I would check myleli 
for my Suſpicions of him, who, in all other 
. Cafes, had demeaned himſelt-faithfully to me, 
and my Courſe of Thought biaſſed me, to 
judge ill of the whole Veſſel's Crew, who 
imagining my Boxes might contain Matters 
of no mean Value, might have carried off my t 
Man involuntarily, and not only ſo, but might c 
poſſibly murder him, to pave their Way, with t 
| leſs Danger, to the Plunder. 
AFTER traming ſeveral Conjectures in my 
| Mind, I began to form an Argument from the | 
Conduct of Stringer and Player, on the forc- \ 
[ 
| 
| 
c 
| 


— ——— 5 EEOC — 


1 going Night, (for there could be no Villainy 
| {o deſperate, or Machination fo iniquitous, 

that I could not conclude them capable. of ) 
that poſſibly, the Departure of the Veſſel 
might have been procured by their Means, in 
order the more to depreſs me, and render me 


more ſupple to their Purpoſes: For I no ſoon- 
| er 
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er ſaw Stringer at Mrs. Newburgh's, than T 
quitted all Doubt, that the Scheme to bring 
me thither was the Earl's; not only to re- 
move me from the Power and Knowledge of 
my Huſband, but alſo from England too, 
(where I might, and with Facility could, have 
juſtified myſelf, from every malicious Impu- 
tation) into the Hands of thoſe Tools of his 
Indignation, till they might reduce me to ſuch 
a State, as to prefer his late Offer, and my 


Liberty, to perpetual Haraſſing, and Con- 


flicts, under Diſgrace, and Penury. 
ITEISs, I fay, I now made no Doubt of; but 
whenever the Earls Stratagems recurred to 


my Mind, the Delight I took in counteract- 


ing and oppoſing them, proved the moſt friend- 
ly Balſam to my wounded Spirits; for then, 
I wronght from Inclination, which added Vi- 
gor to every Reſolve tending that Way. 


HavinG gained at the Water-ſide, the beſt 


Information that I could of the Veſſel, my 


Servant, and Goods, and that fully ſufficient - 


to ſatisfy me, that I ſhould never ſee either 
of them more, I kept up my Spirits, upon 
the Proſpect of the Banker's anſwering ſuch 


Draughts as I ſhould make upon him, and 


poſted back to Mrs. Newburgh, with the mes 
lancholy State of my Affairs, and under full 
View of writing to the Banker for that Pur- 
poſe, by the next Pacquet'; and for ſtoppirig 
Payment of any loſt Notes, in caſe they ſhould 
be tendered to him; and alſo, I thought to 
defire him, to fend my Servants thirty Pounds 


for their Subſiſtence, till my Return to them. 


Ueon ſummoning my Putſe, it anſwered 
to eighteen broad Pieces, which I hoped 
| M would 
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would prove a Competency, till my Returns 
from England ſhould arrive, and then enter- 
ing Mrs. Newburgh's Room, I ſurrendered 
myſelf her Priſoner. 

SHE informed me, that Mr. Shepard, whom 
I called Stringer, had been with her, deſiring 
to ſee me. That ſhe had ſignified to him my 
being abroad upon my Parole ; and that ſhe 
expected me before Dinner-time. 
Hx ſeemed, ſhe ſaid, to have coveted an 
Intimacy with her, beyond what ſhe had ap- 


proved, from the indifferent Character I had 


given her of him; but that he would obtrude 
his Sentiments upon her, right or wrong ; 
inſinuating, that if he could but have half an 
Hour's Talk with me, before Player began to 
be troubleſome, he doubted not but that I 
would go off with him, and thereby eſcape 
Player's Fury : For that he was determined 
to proſecute me for a double Marriage, and 


had been adviſing with his Lawyer upon it 


already; but ſaid, he believed nothing would 
be concluded upon as that Day; and that he 
would wait in his Room till I came in, of 
which he deſired to have the earlieſt Notice. 

Wr debated it over for ſome Time, whe- 
ther I ſhould give him a Meeting, or deny 
myſelf to him; when at length, it was upon 
many Accounts agreed, that I ſhould ſee him, 
leſt by declining it, I might ſeem to indicate 
a guilty Conſcience, which would avoid the 
Touch-ſtone of Truth. I therefore ſent the 
Maid to inform him of my Return, and that 
if he had any thing to communicate to me, [ 
was then with Mrs. Newburgh, in her Dining- 
room. 
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In Anſwer to this, Stringer returned, that 
he would intreat the Favour of ſome Confe- 
rence with me in his own Chamber ; but that 
| abſolutely refuſed him, aſſuring him, by the 
ſame Meſſenger, that my Choice, which even 
led me to decline the Sight of him at any Rate, 
would never more permit me to engage ſingly 
in Company with him again, but that if he 
had any thing to offer, fit for me to hear, it 
could not conſiſt of ſo private a Nature, as 
for me to exclude Mrs. Newburgh from the 
Participation of it; ſo that I defired him, ei- 
ther to deliver himſelf in her Preſence, or to 
lay aſide all Thoughts of offering it to me. 

THovGH this was by no means agreeable 
to Stringer's I nclination, whoſe Mind was 
traught with ſuch a Cargoe, as was by no 
means adapted to a public Audience ; yet, ſen- 
ſible his every Effort to gain me to himſelf, 
would prove unſucceſsful, after the Anſwer I 
had returned him to his Requeſt, he ventured 
in to us, where ſolemnly alledging, that he 
had Privacies to offer to my Conſideration, 
proper only for my own Notice, he begged 
the Favour of Mrs. Newburgh to withdraw, 
for a few Minutes, ſince his Buſineſs would 
require no Length of Time with me. | 

I PEREMPTORILY oppoſed her leaving me, 
which he as ſtrenuouſly inſiſting upon, and 
with ſome ſeeming Sincerity aſſerting, that 


he had matter of the laſt Import to my Wel- 


fare to inform me of, I began, through the 
bent of natural Curioſity, to ſlacken the Ri- 
gor of my firſt Reſolution, by ſubmitting to 
her leaving us, upon her Engagement to ſtir 
no further from us, than the next Room, and 
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to return upon the leaſt Call, or other Noiſe 
that ſhe ſhould hear: For I own, I was not 
without Hopes, that poſſibly he might have 
reflected ſo ſeriouſly, as to have ſeen his Fol- 
ly, and have repented of the treacherous Ser- 
vice he had embarked in; by which means, I 
might, probably, have penetrated the Depth 
of the Earl's aun and been the better pre- 
pared for counterplotting him. 

Mrs. Newburgh, having now left us toge- 
ther (though I would by no means ſuffer him 
to lock the Door) he thus began to accoſt me. 

Mapam, ſaid he, ſince no intruding Eye 
can penetrate, no officious Ear can collect, or 
ſubtle Senſe perceive, what paſſes from me to 
vou, but your own; ſo as to occaſion any Al- 
teration in, or Abortion to, what is, or may 
be propoſed to you, or in future accompliſh- 
ed; I beg leave to explain myſelf ſo fully to 
* Comprehenſion, that neither Doubt, or 

cruple of my Meaning, may remain with 
you. 
a BELIEVE me, Madam, I am not about to 
juſtify, either my prior Conduct at his Lord- 
thip's, or the Part I have acted between the 
Earl of B----n, and your Ladyſhip, or what 
may have ſince happened, from any Motive 
of my own; ſenſible as I am of my own De- 
ciency, ſhould TI attempt it; but Madam, 
that future Events may glide in a Channel moſt 
agreeable to you, I take leave to offer my Ad- 
vice to your Ladyſhip. 

You are but too well apprized, with what 
Inveteracy the Earl of B-----z profecutes his 
Rancour againſt you. It is with an Eye full 
of Vengeance, that he beholds in you, a 
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Daughter-in-Law; ſince by your Marriage 
with his Son, he is deprived of thoſe Advan- 
tages, which from the Alliances his Father 
could unite him to, would redound to his Fa- 
mily. | 

| Your Ladyſhip is not now to learn, (for 


ſurely by your Sufferings, you muſt long ere 


now have experienced) that neither yourſelf, 
or Lord G---r---d, can have the leaſt peacea- 
ble Moments in Expectation, ſo long as the 
Earl lives; For aſſure yourſelves, his Devices 
againſt you, will but conclude with his Being. 

Now, what Thave before hinted at, tends 
equally to the Inquietude of you both ; but 
what Jam in the next Place to proceed to, 
will principally relate to yourſelf. 

WHar reverſionary Hopes can you form 
to yourſelt from Lord G--r--4, upon his Fa- 
ther's Death? Will he not then teel the De- 
veſtiture of a noble Eftate, which will have 
paſſed into other Hands, and might all have 
been his own, but tor that you were his Wite ? 
With what an Eye of ſcorn, contempt, and 
hatred, muſt he then behold you ? As potion- 
ous muſt you then prove to his Sight, or 
Touch as an Aſp, or Vipcr. Madam he muſt 
curſe the Day that firſt made you inſeparably 
his own, for 1t can never be preſumed, that 


Lord G--r--d, with all his Virtues, can ſo ab- 


ſolutely diveſt himſelf of human Paſſions, as 
not to repine at the Loſs of ſuch vaſt Acquiſi- 


tions as yourſelt will be the only Impediment 
his obtaining. What leſs then muſt you ex- 
pec be deſpiſed, ſpurned at, turned 
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ſay, whilſt human Paſſions govern him, loath 
and deteſt you; and poſſibly, in the Summit 
of his Deſperation, reduce you to the Dregs 
of Miſery.  _ 

Map Au, added he, the Scene that I have 
thus undertaken to plan out to you, is not ſo 
uncommon, as that it ſhould be ſuſpected 
for a vain Chimera, and yet, it is avoidable. 
Were it not better then, in time to bethink 
yourſelf, and whilſt Lord G---r---d's Peace is 
ſtill attainable, and your own Comforts in Life 
may be laſting, to renounce your Claim to 
him, before you may become ſenſible of the 
Pangs of an involuntary Separation ? Had you 
not better, I ſay, teſtify your Compliance to 
the Earl's Deſires, by the Acceptance of ano- 
ther Huſband, (for nothing leſs than that will 
be a ſufficient Security, againſt your future 
Claim to Lord G---r---d, in the Earl's Opi- 
nion) and bind him firmly to your future In- 
tereſt? 
I nap no longer Patience at this Har- 
rangue; but was about to have replied with 
tome Warmth; which Stringer perceiving, 
ſtopt me ſhort. Dear Madam, ſaid he, hear me 
vut.----Nothing, I ſay, but your Marriage to 
fome other Man, can convince the Ear} of 
your hearty Concurrence with his Wiſhes, 
and the Intereſt of his Son, and inſtate you in 
a ſettled Courſe of Tranquility, under the 
Sunſhine of his future Favours to you. | 
I am ready, Madam, to accept you for my 
Wife, nor ſhall I infiſt upon other Merit, than 
an inviolable Affection for you. I am certain 
it would be in vain ſhould I attempt it; but 
that you may be aſſured of a comfortable Sub- 
bo | b ſiſtance 
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ſiſtance as my Wife, (in caſe you ſhall ſuffici- 
ently conſider your own advantage to be come 
ſo) his Lordſhip, of his Bounty, will beſtow 
on each of us, a thouſand Pounds, upon the 
Day of our Marriage, and allow us each, an 
Annuity of a clear hundred Pounds a-year; 
with which Donations, I doubt not, but we 
may paſs through the Remainder of Lite, hap- 

ily. 
b for your Children, Madam, added he, 
they are provided for, and will be no more 
burthenſome to you. Your Coach, your Horſes, 
your houſhold Furniture, all are fold and 
gone, not a Rag is left you, nor will Lord 
G--r--d ever ſee you more. Now, whether 
of theſe is the better, either by your obſti- 


nately adhering to your Claim to Lord G--r--d, 


who in Obedience to bis Father's Commands 
has deſerted you, to render both him and 
yourſelf contemned by th: Earl, and miterable? 
Or by accepting of me for your Huſband, not 
only to ſubſiſt happily yourſelf; but at the 


fame time, to reſtore his Lordſhip to the Care 


and Protection, of an indaigent Parent? 
THESE, Madam, being the Benefits to re- 
dound from a Compliance to the Ears Will; 
permit me ſomewhat more to enlarge upon 
the Confequences, moſt aſſuredly attendant 
on your Contumacy. You cannot be inſen- 


ſible, to the Infelicity of your preſent Con- 


dition, from the Proceſs that has hitherto 
been concerted to diſtreſs you, and poſſibly, 
to deprive you of Life, at leaſt, of all future 
Credit, and Character in Life; and all Fa- 


your from Lord G--r--d: For Player will 


ſwear you to be his Wife, and that you om 
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ſo been for many Years, and of this he will 
2 Evidence, who were preſent at your 
uptials with him. I alſo am compelled to 
do the like; which, your following me by 
the Name of Shepard, enquiring for me by 
that Name, as my Wite, with your acknow- 
ledging me for your Huſband before Mrs, 
Newburgh and her Family, when you con- 
voked them all to my Aſſiſtance; your rea- 
dineſs to have bedded me, and many other 
Circumſtances, which in due Time will all 
be marſhalled againſt you, will but the more 
contribute to confirm. 
| Now, thefe Things all laid together, and 
duly weighed, how will you, Madam, added 
-he, in a ſtrange Country, deſtitute of all 
manner of Supplies, (for your Servant and 
Baggage have been diſpoſed of by Player's 
Means, and all Payments likewiſe ſtopt at 
your Banker's) how will you, I fay, diveſted 
of all future Aid, Relief, and Suſtenance, as 
alſo of every Hope of Evidence (fave your 
own Word, which in your own Cauſe will 
avail nothing) how can you, I ſay, in oppo- 
ſition to the clear, and poſitive Evidence, 
that will be offered to your Diſcredit, pretend 
to ſtem the Tide, that muft ſo impetuouſſy 
bear you down before it? | | 
Mapam, added he, you muſt be loſt, you 
muſt be undone; and that irretrievably too, 
without Redemption; unleſs, beholding your 
own Intereſt in the Mirrour I have expoſed 
to your View, you comply to a Marriage 
with me; in which Caſe only, I can aſſure 
you of better Days, and both of his Lord- 
thip's, and his Father's Benevolence to us both. 
CHAP. 
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(XXXL 
CHAP. XIV. 


Biddy*s Reply to Stringer. Debate about re- 
turning to England. Biddy reſolves upon 
it. Goes with Mrs. Newburgh to fix upon 
a Ship. Taken in Cuſlody by the Way, and 
committed to Priſon. 


H E tedious Length of Stringer's Ora- 
tion, had made it neceſſary to pauſe 
for Breath before he could proceed further, 
though poſſibly he might have ſo done, had 
not I, who had already exerciſed my Patience 
to its utmoſt Extent, ſeized the Opportunity 
of a Reply. 
Mx. Stringer, faid I ſmilingly; permit me 
to give you Thanks for this Exhibition of the 
undiſguiſed Villain to me. I am obliged to 
you for this generous Declaration (which hath 
unfolded the Earl's Schemes to me, perhaps, 
beyond what my natural Genius might have 
penetrated) of the unbecoming Part yourſelf 
are engaged in, under him; and I muſt no 
ways omit my Gratitude for the preſent Op- 
portunity you have afforded me, of oppoſing 
myſelf, to both yours, and your Maſter's 
Wiles: Then know, Sir, that neither is your 
Perſon, in my Eye, ſo amiable, or your Maſ- 
ter's Liberality fo profuſe, as to disjoin my 
Affection from its proper Object, my ever 
honoured and loving Huſband, Lard|/G—r--9. 
 IMay, without the leaſt injurious Imputa- 
ton to my Honour, admit myſelf in Stra- 
| tagem, 


120 The HISTORY of | 


tagem, Artifice, and Perjury, unequal to 
cope with either of you; but added I, I have 
an Heart that can never be ſubdued, whilſt I 
am proſecuting a juſt and laudable Cauſe. 
This Heart I can look into with Delight and 
Tranſport, where every Corner preſents me 
with an Aſſemblage of Truth, Innocence, and 
Virtue; whilſt thine, alas! poor Wretch ! 
will not endure a Scrutiny; nor canſt thou 
view thyſelf, or thine own Thoughts ſeri- 


ouſly, without Diſtraction at their Defor- 


mity. | N 
You, and your Aſſociates, may ranſack 
Hell itſelf for Plots ſo deep as to affect my 
Life; but then my Honour, my Integrity, 
my Claim to Lord G--r=-d, will {till remain 
unimpeached and irremoveable. 

LET your Employer know, added I, that 
his Inſtruments are too feeble, to move an 
Heart like mine, fixed upon the folid and 
unerring Principles of Truth and Conſtancy. 
Let him grind his 'Teeth for Anguiſh, that 


his Contrivances are placed in ſo weak Hands 


as are to be baffled by a Woman. 

LEr him know alſo that I contemn his 
Threats, diſpiſe his Offers, laugh at his Arti- 
ces, and all his vileſt Malice ſucceeding 
againſt me, ſhall meet either Death, or Bonds, 
with that Chearfulneſs his perplexed Conſci- 
ence muſt ever be a Stranger to. Nay, come 
the worſt that can befal me, in Maintenance 
of my Integrity, I can walk the Streets of 
Dublin, in firm Dependance on the Direc- 
tion of Providence, for my Support, to. be 
collected from the Liberality of its Inhabi- 


tants. | 
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Nor ir this my Reſolution to your Maſ- 
ter, and intreat him, if he is able, to ſupply 
his Agents with ſome Balſam, that may allay 
the Twinges of a feſtering Conſcience, againſt 
you. enter upon your Soul-deſtroying Prac- 
tices, that the Anguiſh attendant on his Ser- 
vice, proves not paſt all Toleration. 

Go, thou curſed, black, deteſted Hell- 
hound, faid I, ſhroud thy Tortures beneath 
the ſable Covering of thy Patron's Favour. 
Begone, I ſay, proceed to your own Deſtruc- 
tion, and leave me to the Guidance of that 
Providence, which, beholding my unjuſt Suf- 
ferings, will recompence my Innocence. 

Stringer would fain have replied, but I put 
a Stop to it, by calling in Mrs. Newburgh, 
and would hear no more ; when muttering 
Deſtruction againſt me, he quitted the Room. 

LIN FORMED Mrs. Newburgh of all that 
had paſſed between us, whilſt the poor Wo- 
man ſtood trembling for my Danger. She 
then plainly told me, that the Caſe was, in 
her Opinion, ſo extraordinary, and conſiſted 
(according to my Report) of ſuch a Compli- 
cation of diabolical Miſchief, that had ſhe not 
been exceedingly prejudiced in favour of the 
Relator, ſhe ſhould ſcarce have credited it ; 
nor were there many People on whom ſhe 
could have confided, in the like Inſtance. | 

Ir this was the Caſe; ſhe ſaid, if ever I 
fhould be accuſed by them of a double Mar- 
riage, I muſt inform the Court at my 'Tryal 
how I had been threatened, and the Reaſon 
of it, and that the Proſecution was bens 
malicious, when ſurely they would diſcredit 


any Evidence that ſuch a Wretch as Stringer 


could 
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could give againſt me, and, not improbably, 

lay him by the Heels for it. \ 
No, no, Madam, ſaid I, the Knave is too 


well apprized, that whatever a Criminal at 


the Bar, can offer for himſelf, without other 
Evidence to corroborate it, will be but 
eſteemed a plauſible Pretence in his own Fa- 
vour ; and will avail him nothing, either with 
Judge or Jury; and that, you may be ſure, 
was his Reaſon for not admitting you at our 
Conference. Such a Wretch as Stringer would 


not grace his Profeſſion, was he not thorough 


Maſter of all his Paces in it; for, believe me, 
there requires no lefs Study and Pains to qua- 
lify a Man for a compleat Villain, than for 
the Magiſtrate that receives his Evidence. 
No, no, I muſt ſubmit my Cauſe to the only 
unerring Judge of all Men, and patiently wait 
me- Event. -- | 
Ms. Newburgh adviſed me to go directly 
back to England, where I might have a much 
better Chance for defending myſelf than I 
could where I was, neither myſelf known, 
nor could procure my Witneſſes ; but I re- 
plied, that as it had been to a Demonſtration 
viſible to me, that not only my coming over 
had been expected, and myſelf watched from 
the Water-ſide, by them or their Accom- 
plices, at my firſt Landing; ſo I doubted not, 
but that every Movement of mine, ſince 1 
had been at her Houſe, had been remarked 
by them; and that ſhould I be apprehended 
in my Flight, after their Threats of ſuch 
Charges againſt me, my Attempt to eſcape 
them would be muſtered into the —_— 
; E 


— 
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my criminal Actions, and probably augment 
the Rigour of the Law againſt me. | 

I ToLd Mrs. Newburgh, that under my 
preſent Circumſtances, and under the Pri- 
vatiott of my "deareſt Huſband, I would per- 
fectly reſignt? to 
for that Life was no ſuch deſirable thing to 


me, bereft of my Lord and Children, as that 


I ſhould ſubje& myſelf to the leaſt Cenſure 
for preſerving it, though, at the ſame time, 
[confeffed* it would grieve me to loſe it by 
mere Artifice, to the Triumph of my Ene- 


| SL 


Ir was at leaft ten Days after this, before 
L heard the leaſt Syllable from either of my 
Accuſers, (for Stringer quitted Mrs. New- 
birgh*s Lodgings the very next Day, after 


the above Conference between us) W¹en hav- 


ing remained ſo long. free from Moleſtation 
from them, both Mr. Newburgh and T were ve: 
rily-perſtiaded, that my Oppreſlors, perceiving 
me ſo reſohitely to have deſpiſed their, Me- 


* 


had dropped! their eher againſt m6. agg} 
that what I had before been threatned With, 
had but been aQM, ,in', order to have fur- 
prized me into theif Meaſures., _ 5 

HEREUPON, I began in good earneſt to 
prepare for my Embarkation ; but having, 


naces, had deſiſted from their Purſuit, and 


* * 
x 
* © 
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as J above. hinted, wrote to my: Lord's Ban- 


ker, I purpoſed to Wait for his Anſwer, and 
4 = ; <1 ' k | 14 } 244 * Fn : 31; * ; 
Remittances, before I went, ; not- only Ia 1 


ſhould prove deficient in Caſh, for my, Jour- 


Letter ſhould fall into Stringer's Hands. 


* 


N „ 


myſelf to the Will of Heaven; 
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I had not proved longer than I expect- 
ed, before I heard from the Banker; but 
when I did, it was in ſuch a diſmal Strain, as 
fearce left me Spirits enough to go through 
with it; but his own Words will fill m 
Reader with the, trueſt Idea of my- Diſtrac- 
tion. The Letter was as follows: 
Madam, WE 5 
Received your Ladyſhip's Commands, and 
1 believe me I ſuffer not lightly in my own 
Mind, at my Diſability to comply with them ; 
but your Ladyſhip will excuſe my Failure, 
when I have aſſured you, that about a, Fort- 
night before I had the Honour of yours, I 
had an Order under his Lordſhip's own 
Hand ſent me, not to part with any of his 
Cath in my Hands, to any Perſon, or upon 
any Pretence whatſoever, without his ex- 
reſs Order for it, firſt had; and this, Ma- 
Ln. 1 hope will prevail for your Pardon, in 
that I comply not with the Contents of your 
Laſt to me. n OR 
- I ap heard that his Lordſhip was either 
juſt going, or gone abroad; but fearing he 
might, through Forgetfulneſs, haye. omitted 
the Care of his Houſhold, I ſent my Servant 
as you deſired, with the thirty Pounds. for 
your Ladyſhip's Houſekeeper; but his An- 
{wer to me, upon his Return was, that your 
Ladyſhip's Houſe Was ſnut up, and that up- 
on Enquiry into the Reaſon of it in the 
Neighbourhood, he was informed, that the 
Goods had all been ſold by public Sale, and 
that the Servants were all diſmiſſed. 
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I Au to inform your Ladyſhip further, « 
that none of the Notes you mention to havE 


loſt, have as yet been at my Shop for Pay- 
ment; but ſhould any of them arrive, I ſhall 
be ſure to ſtop them, and that T may a& the 
moſt beneficially, that at' preſent is in my 
Power for your Ladyſhip's Intereſt, if you 
pleaſe to command me where, I will remit 
the Money upon them to you, in caſe the 
Bearer cannot prove them his real Property, 
honeſtly come bz. 
_ I remaian, 


Dur Ladyſbip's, 
moſt obedient Servant, 
Prone: Stats 


: My Heart was now ready to ſplit, nor had 
I either Time or Strength for Reflection, 
my Ideas barely paſſing through my Mind, 
and ſcarce leaving the leaſt Trace or Im- 
preſſion behind them; ſo that perceiving my- 
ſelf unequal to the "Taſk impoſed on me, and 
that the Exigency of my Affairs required a 
cooler, Head, and leſs intereſted Judgment for 
their DireQtion, I called in Mrs. Newburgh 


to my Aſſiſtance. O] Madam, faid I, hold- 


ing the Letter in my Hand, - what a Shock is 
here! You have heard my Story, and as one 
Misfortune teldom advances without Atten- 
dants at its Heels; pray read this Epiſtle.----- 


You have been apprized of the Purport of 


mine to tbe Writer of this;----Caſt your Eye 


upon his Anſwer. O!] why am I fuffered 
te 
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to ſubſiſt, under this Inundation of Adver- 
ſity. - * | iy: 
py Mur good Woman having peruſed it, turn- 
ing to me, Madam, ſaid ſhe, I can but pity 
your Ladyſhip from my Soul. Your Cale is 
truly deplorable ; but how comes it to paſs, if, 
as you ſay, there is ſo good an Underſtanding 
ſtill between his Lordſhip and you, that he 
ſhould have been prevailed with, ſo poſitively 
to oppoſe your Receipt of any farther Sup- 
ply from his Banker ? I ſhould $ apt to think 
that the moſt ſevere Article againit me, was 
I ir Your Place: As to the preſent Want of 
Cath you ma) be in, give me leave to pre- 
ſume, that, not to be paſt Remedy. ——If 
your Ladyſhip would pleaſe to puriue my Ad- 


vice, it ſhould be to haut, „Dur Voyage to 


England, where no doubt, but the Laws win 
ſee you have Juſtice done you: For if Lord 
G-----7-----d is poſſeſſed of the Eſtate you 
have mentioned to me; the Courts will never 
ſuffer his Lady to remain in want of a reaſo- 
nable Competency from it, for her Subſiſt- 
ance, ſhould: his Lordſhip be ever ſo much 
prejudiced againſt you. — 
DAR ES Mrs. Newburgh, replied I, you 
are no ways to conceive of this as my Huſ- 

| band?s:doing;{ whoſe. Perplexities, I am ſatis- 
filed, are equal to my own, at this our pre- 
ſent Separation. No Jam no perſuaded, 
that the Letter which firſt prevailed for my 

Voyage hither, was a Forgery, as mult allo 
that be, which my Banker ſuppoſes he has 
'received ſrom his Lordſhip; they are, they 

mut be Counterfeits. No, no, my deareſt 

Lord would exhauſt his whole Heart's- blood 


ta 
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to ſerve me; would he then, think you, have 


denied me a trifling Conſumption of his Caſh ? 


Impoſſible! but where to find him, that 
Thought diſtracts me; he may be waſting 


his precious Life in Durance, and ſubject to 


Evils, far tranſcending thoſe I ſuffer ; for no- 


thing leſs could have detained him ſo long 
from my Embraces. 

O! Mrs. Newburgh, added I, his Lord- 
ſhip hath a Soul ſo pure, Sentiments of Af- 
fection ſo refined, and towards me fo perma- 


nent, that nothing leſs than unavoidable Ne- 


ceſſity, could have obſtructed his finding me 
above Ground, in all this Time; nor ſhall ! 
enjoy an eaſy Moment, till I have induced 
you to ſhare Sentiments with me, relative to 


my ever dear Huſband; but I will be per- 


ſuaded by you, and gain the Engliſh Shore 
with my beſt Expedition: For that it will be 
impoſſible for me long to ſubſiſt here, upon 
my ſmall Stock. | ; 


MRS. Newburgh, aſſi ting all that was in 


her Power, preparatory to my Return, (for 
having neither Linen, Silk, or Woolen, be- 
ſides what was on my Back, fave ſuch as I 


from time to time borrowed of her) I had 
furniſhed myſelf with a {mall Change of 


Things, and had only to beſpeak my Paſſage ; 
and for that Purpoſe, I ſet forwards the next 
Day in Company with Mrs. Newburgh, who 


was acquainted with ſeveral Maſters of Veſ- 
ſels, to pitch upon one, who ſhe could war- 
rant to prove faithful to me; for I, had been 


ſo baſely dealt by, that I even miſtruſted eve- 
ry Man I had any thing to do with; but we 


had not proceeded more than half Way, be- 
wr” EO 
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fore I was furrourided by a Gang of F ellows, 
With à Conſtable at their Head, and forcibly 
dragged before a Magiſtrate. | 

AT my Appearance before him, my Senſes 
were ſo ſhocked at the Notion of being 
deemed a Criminal, that I had nothing in 
Nature to alledge in my own Juſtification; 
but my Adverſaries being in much higher 
Spirits, and both poſitively ſwearing, each to 
his having married me, a very ſlight Exami- 
nation enſued; before [ was committed to the 
public Jail, to take my Trial at the next Seſ- 
bons, with the common Malefactors. 
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Biddy's Teese from ber Fellow-prifonsrs. 

' Underkeeper's Deſcription of his Wards. 
Mrs. Newburgh viſits Biddy. Agrees for 
ber better Accommodation. Enters upon it. 
Stringer's Fi Te overbeard by the Keeper”s 
Wife. 


HINK, ye, into - whoſe: Hands theſe 
| Sheets may hereafter fall; Think, I 
fay, if it be poſſible, for you who! have never 
undergone the like Trials, the Terrors of my 
Apprehenſion, in the loathſom Reſtraint of a 
common Priſon, amidſt the Oaths, the Blaſ- 
phemies, the Execrations of ſuch an aban- 
doned Crew, as then ſurrounded bens, in the 
Women's s Ward there. 
Mx Griefs were ſo enutterable; as to * 
me inte one of he ow obſcure Receſſes — 
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the Place, where free from the Intruſion of 
my deſtined Companions, and ſecluded from 
my own Species, I might ſilently indulge the 
Torrent of Woe, which I began to feel too 
mighty for my Spirits to conteſt with; for a 
{light Taſte of the inſupportable Speeches and 
Behaviour, of my unreflecting Allociates, 
ſoon made me moſt anxious for — 
them. 

IHA not been W ſecreted in my deſi- | 
rable Obſcurity, before two of the moſt aban- 
doned, and deteſtable W retches of my own 
Sex, finding me alone, and diſtant from the 
Reſt of the Gang, ſwore, that no one ſhould 
partake of a Lodging, which they had ap- 
ee to themſelves, without paying for 
; and immediately caſting me along upon 

* Floor, forced my Purſe from my Pocket; 
but indeed, without any great Matter of Re- 
ſiſtance from me: For the Terror! ſuſtained 
under their Handling, had rendered my teeble 
Oppoſition but inſignificant to them. 8 
No ſooner had they ſpoiled me of all that 
1 had, thanain a flouting Manner, exulting 
over me Your Ladyſhip, faid they, may 
now pleaſe to riſe and be good Company: 
For whilſt you had a Penny in your Purſe, I 
ſuppoſe, you held yourſelf too good for our 
Society. Come, come, , rife I iay, and be 
good Company; we have no Degrees here, 
of gentle and ſimple ; then ſhew yourſelf one 
of us, now you-are lifted into the TIM 

where all are upon the Level. 6 

Wrirsr I was bemoaning myſelf done, 
under a Senſe of this ignominious Treatment, 
wy regretting the Loſs I had ſuſtained, with- 
out 


* 
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out the leaſt Proſpect of a Redreſs; the two 
Women returned, with a Number more of 


their Siſterhood, and with them a large Bot- 
tle of ſpirituous Liquor. They all drank to 


me, wiſhing my Ladyſhip Health and long 


Life, intimating, that they had been inform- 
ed how fair a Chance I ſtood for Preferment 
at th2 enſuing Seſſions. They then preſented 
me with ſome of their Liquor, in a naſty 
Pewter or Tin-veſlel, aſſuring me of what 
Comfort I ſhould find it under my Affliction, 
it being an abſolute Specific, they ſaid, againſt 
Vapours and Low- ſpiritneſs, which they took 
to be my Diſorder; but I refuſing it, with 
ſome Deteſtation, it was directly thrown into 
my Face, and, as I yerily thought, from the 
Exceſs of Miſery it reduced me to, would 
' have burnt one of my Eyes out. 

I ToLD them, that they were welcome to 
my Caſh, and that I wiſhed them merry 
with it, if it was poſſible ſo to be in that diſ- 
mal Place; but added, that were their Souls 


ſo heavy as mine, they would be as little diſ- 


poſed for Jolity as myſelf; and intreated 
them to leave me to the Bitterneſs of my 
own Reflections. 1 1 

1D the 3 h, how ſhe cant, 
ſaid. one of them. Her Ladyſhip's Spirits 
are a Cup too low, ſaid another. Fill her a 
Bumper, cried a Third; then again throw- 
ing me upon my Back, and wrenching open 
my Mouth, they forced down my Throat 
ſuch a Torrent of their odious Spirits, as ak 
. moſt ſtrangling me, they left me, to ſtruggle 
_ myſelf into Life again, without either Shame 


or Remorſe,  _ IT 
O! 
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Ou my deareſt Lord! thought I, could 
you but be appriſed of the Miferies I ſuffer 
tor you, you could not ſurvive the Impoffi- 
bility, of relieving me; but, moſt. probably, 
you are now charging me with equal F-HRcerR 
upon your own Account. 

I WAITED in the dark Corner 1 was then 
in, for the Remainder of that Day, and the 
whole of the enſuing Night, till the ſecond 
Morning; ; nor had I ever more, by Choice, 
deſerted it, had not one of the Under-keepers 
entered upon me, to bring me my Allow- 
ance, and rouſed me. 

I MADE my Complaint to —f.— of the il 
Treatment I had received from the ' reſt of 
my Fellow-priſoners, beſeeching him, that 

e would permit me to be ſeparated from them, 
if poſſible, though 1 it were to the moſt, direful 


Dungeon under his Ca e. O] ſaid 1, that it 
were but poſſible for me to be incloſed in the 
moſt abject Place, which would but juſt con- 
tain my Body, rather than be compelled to an 
Aﬀociation with my preſent Companions, 
tho? it were in the molt ſplendid Apartment of 


the Regal-palace + for my preſent Situation, 


with them, is far more afflieuing to me than 
Death itſelf. 

I sHoULD be extremely glad, I told him, 
were it in my Power, to gratify him for 
any Civility that he might ſhew me, but that 
the Women, my Companions, had violently 
diveſted me of ſeveral Guineas which I had 
brought in with me, though that had not oc- 


caſioned half the Concern to me that my 


er pn to their Company had, whole in- 


decent 
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decent Behaviour, and filthy Converſation, 
was my utter Averſion. 1 

THE poor Fellow ſhook his Head, but re- 
plied, that ſince Fortune had caſt my Lot 
amongſt them, it was pity I could not rival 
their Actions ; though ten to one, added he, 
but a few Days will bring you forward; for 
one of them, and, in my Opinion, the moſt 
abandoned of them all, was, to all outward 
Appearance, juſt ſuch another as you ſeem to 
be, at her firſt taking the Trammels ; but 
the is now as compleat in her Paces, if not 


more ſo, than anyj of them; and, in all my 


Service here, I never met with ſo depraved a 
Set collected together before. 0 
Ours, added he, is a very thriving Aca- 
demy ; nor have I known many to have been 
fo dull within theſe Walls, as not to hays 
commenced Miſtreſſes of Arts before they 
quitted their Stations, how ignorant ſoever 
they might have been, at their firſt Admit- 
tance here. „ 
II $HouLD be glad, added he, to aſſiſt 
you, was it in my Power; but am afraid you 
muſt weather it out with them. You muſt 
expect your firſt Reception will be a little 


gauline ; but Practice Practice, I ſay, will 


render it familiar. Few enter Saints here, 
but they depart Devils. 4215 Fo 
TE Coolneſs of the Comfort the Man 
gave me, together with my twenty-four 
Hours Subſiſtence, ſunk me again into ſuch 


inexpreſſible Calamity, that I might literally 


lay, My Bread was mingled with my Tears, 
nay, well-ſoaked in them; for my Heart was 


well 
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was well nigh rent aſunder at the Contem- 
plation of what Scenes were to ſucceed. _ 

IN the Afternoon the Compaſſron of that 
humane Woman, Mrs. Newburgh, brought 
her to pay me a charitable Viſit ; but upon 
her firſt eee to my female Compa- 
nions in the Outer-Room (for I kept myſelf 
altogether in a dark Receſs backwards) their 
Greeting furniſhed her with ſuch a Diſreliſh 
to their further Acquaintance, that, turning 
upon her Heel, glad ſhe was to retire, out of 
their Clutches, and entering the . Keeper's 
Apartment, begged the Favour of my being 
admitted to her there. 4 

Mrs. Newburgh had been ſo old an Inha- 
bitant in Dublin, that ſhe was not only per- 
fectly known to the Keeper, but to his Wife 
too; which latter had lived Servant in her 
Brother's Family; ſo that relating to her my 
hard Fate, and her Intent of viſiting me in 
the Place of my Confinement, had ſhe not 
encountered ſuch forbidden Company by the 
Way, the good Woman prevailed with her 
Huſband for bringing me out to ger. 
No Mortal can conceive the Tranſports of 
my Soul, at the News of Mrs. Newburgh's 
friendly Arrival; but no ſooner had I heard 
that 'T was (though but for a Moment com- 
paratively) to be enlarged and ſeparated from 
my horrid Reſtraint, and from my more hor- 
rible Companions, than my Extaſy became 
unutterable. is io ola 
_ My Gratitude for that kind Creature's 
Concern for me, a wretched Being caſt out 
by Fate, and deſtitute of all other human 
Aſſiſtance, ran ſo high, as to reduce me to 


my. 
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my Knees before her; where, embracing hers, 
Iwas, for a time, incapable of expreſſing my 
Senſe of her Benevolence, but by my Tears. 
Tux loving Woman, fympathizing with 
me, intreated me to be comforted; hoping, ſhe 
ſaid, that I ſhould ſtill live to trample over 
my Oppreflors, and baffle all their Attempts 
againſt me. O! Mrs. Newburgh !“ replied I, 
you are ſenſible how I have been beſet by baſe 
deſigning Villains; what Pains hath been tak- 
en to render me culpable in the Eyes of the 
World, and to reduce me beneath the Com- 
paſſion of my Fellow- Creatures ; how my 
Goods have been embezzled, my Subfiſtance 
ſtopt, and my Baggage plundered, and falſe 
Witneſſes have arifen againſt me, charging 
me with Crimes not only in themfelves. im- 
probable, but alſo ſuch as it were impoſſible T 
could be guilty of, but through a Privation of 
Senſe of Modeſty, Honour, and Intereſt. 
FVounszlr, Madam, before whom I now 
ſpeak it, are a Witnefs that my Concern for 
all theſe Evils, though either of them ſingly, 
ſufficiently diſtreſsful, exceeded not the Bounds 
of Moderation; nor even could the abfolute 
Succeſs of the preſent*Conſpiracy againſt my 
Life and Honour, create in my Breaſt a. Tythe 
of the Sorrow, that my Confinement in the 
Rooms, and in the Sight and Hearing of that 
Knot of licentious and iniquitous Women, my 
preſent Companians afford me; and yet, with 
theſe, I am either conſtrained to conſort my- 
ſelf, or they, to an inſuffetable Degree, con- 
temn and'abufe me. WT Rn 


Our dear Mrs! Newburgh ! added 7, was 
it but poſſible for me to be removed from _ 
ke „ _ - hate 
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'S, hated Fellowſhip, methinks my Confinement 


Ly would be as nothing to me, I could ſtill ſub- 

s. ſiſt comfortably, and to my Satisfaction; for 

th it is not Confinement itſelf that could render 

le me unhappy, but the being conjoined to ſuch 

er an Aſſemblage of notorious Wretches, than 

as whoſe Society no Death can be more ſhocking 
I, to me. ; | | 
fe AFTER we had ſpent about an Hour toge- 
K ther, and that I had informed Mrs. Newburgh, 
he and the Keeper's Wife, in what Manner I had 
n- been uſed by the Priſoners, as that they had 
ay plundered me of every Farthing I brought in 
er with me, and had ever ſince been drinking at 
ſe my Expence ; their Hearts were ſo mollified 
8 at my Relation, that Mrs. Newburgh herſelf 
n. gave me a Jacobus , nor ſhall this be the laſt, 
9 can aſſure your Ladyſhip, ſaid ſhe; for 
0 


though my Income is but ſmall, Innocence 
oppreſſed, as I am fully perſuaded, yours is, 


ſhall never ſuffer Depreſſion whilſt I can fup- 
of port you, though in the End, ſo doing ſhould 
4 introduce me here to keep you Company ; for- 


my Nature will not permit me to remain an 
indolent Spectator of ſuch Scenes. | 

* TURNING then to the Jailer's Wife, who 
had herſelf been ſo moved with my Story as to 
have wept heartily; you, added Mrs. New- 


15 burgh, have known me and my Family many 
y Years, and are ſenſible, that J ſhould not be- 
h come an Advocate for this Lady, or intereſt 
E myſelf in her Affairs, was I not morally aſſured 
11 of the Injuſtice of her Sufferings, and that her 
45 A Gold Coin, uſed in the Reign of James I. 
q Value 25 Shillings. | d 
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Cate is, literally, as herſelf has repreſented it. 
Nov, give me your friendly Advice; is it prac- 
ticable for any Means to be uſed tor freeing 
this Lady (1 mean not from Confinement, for 
th: myſelf would become reſponſible for 
he, Hedy for Body, as to her Honour, Truth, 
2:0} ity, but) from that ſo barbarous So- 
ci ot her Fellow-priſoners ? | 

In good Woman replied, that her Huſ- 
band's Bread depending upon the ſafe Cuſtody 
of his Priſoners, as the Lady had been com- 
mitted for a Crime which might prove capital, 
it would be a cangerous Experiment to venture 
ſuch an one in any other Hold than what the 
Government had appointed for them, leſt, by 
aflording them an Opportunity for eſcaping 
(ſhould they make uſe of it) himſelf ſhould be 
condemned by his Supcriors, and deprived of 
the Means of his future Subſiſtance. 

Mxs. Newburgh collecting from this Speech 
of the Jailer's Wife, that it lay wholly in her 
Huſband's Breaſt to ſecure me in what Part of 
the Priſon he pleaſed, and that my Forth- 

coming at the Seſſions was what he had, prin- 
cipally, to be concerned about; for that his 
own Suffering, in caſe of my Eſcape, was the 
ſole Motive to prevent my Reſtraint from be- 
ing trarsferred to his own Apartment only ; 
and reaſoning with herſelf, that it being in the 
Body of the Jail, there could be but little Dan- 
ger of my Elopcment, ſhe deſired that the 
Keeper himſelf might be ca'led to her. 

Suk Rated the Nature of my Caſe to him, 
the Pe ſuaſion ſhe had of my innocence, and 
her Se ſe of the Honour ſhe was aſſured that 

] pollſeſied, with the Rank I bore in Life, and 
$7 15 Difficul- 
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Difficulties I endured in the common Women's 
Ward; for all which, after many other Ar- 
guments produced in my Favour, ſhe, at length 
prevailed, for withdrawing me from the Situ- 
ation I ſo much abhorred, into his own Apart- 
ment, provided that herſelf, and alſo her Bro- 
ther, who was a Merchant of great Eminence 
in the City, would, in due manner, become 
bound for my quiet Demeanour, without ſo 
much as attempting an Eſcape, all which ſhe 
engaged he ſhould receive Satisfaction in, the 
very next Morning, 

Havins proſperouſly proceeded thus far, 
as a Method for my future Subſiſtance, muſt 
neceſſarily occupy her next Thoughts (for ſhe 
had before aſſured me, that ſhe would advance - 
ſomewhat weekly for my Diet, ſuperior to the 
Priſon-allowance) ſhe agreed with the Keep- 
er's Wife for my Board with her, at the Rate 
of ſo much a-week, whilſt I ſhould remain 
with her; and that they might be engaged to 
treat me with the greater Civility and Reſpect, 
ſhe promiſed them a Gratuity, the next Morn- 
ing. | : | 
* ſhort, though Mrs. Newburgh*s Ac- 
quaintance with me was not yet of a full 
Month's Standing, I have often refle&ed, by 
what unforeſeen Methods (though Providence 
ſees fit frequently, for its own wiſe Purpoſes, 
to depreſs us Mortals) it can ſtill preſerve us 
from ſinking, till the ſame Juſtice and Wiſ- 
dom ſhall again co-operate to our Elevation. 

I Had but little Enjoyment of the latter 
Part of Mrs. Newburgh's Stay with me, from 
the Dread I had of her ſpeedy Departure, and 
a my Return to my old Lodging, nor could 

O 2 I, with- 
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I, without the moſt pungent Suffering, ac- 
company my Keeper to the Ward; but it was 
a Matter of Neceſſity, and comply I muſt. 

[ ENTERED it far more heavily after this 
little Enlargement, than I had done at firſt ; 

nor do ] believe, I could have ſuſtained ry- 

ſelf at any Rate, upon the Shock of it; but 
from the Proſpect i had of its Continuance, 
only till the next Morning; under which com- 
—_— Reflection, I ſolaced myſelf prodigi- 
ouſly. 

. no ſooner locked in again, than I had 
the whole Siſterhood round me, curtſying, and 
making their Game of my Ladyſhip, (for they 

ſeemed mighty fond of the Repetition of that 
Word) Iretreated, without a Word of Reply, 
into my back Apartment again, in the Hope 
they would then have left me, but their [n- 
tent was otherwiſe : For, ſticking cloſe to me, 
they all accompanied me into it, ſwearing, 
and uttering ſuch abominable Talk to each 
other, as the leaſt Idea whereof, 1s a Scandal 
to the human Reflection; nor was 1t- poſſible 
-for thelewdeſt, or moſt abandoned of the other 
Sex, to have exceeded it. 12 
I was aſked who it was that had been to 
viſit my Ladyſhip? I replied, a Friend; and 
a true Friend. —- A Friend, ſaid one of them, 
can't expreſs ſtronger Symptoms of Affection, 
than in Poverty; and I'll be ſworn, her La- 
dyſhip was as poor as Job's Grandmother when 
ſhe left us. Let's ſee what a Friend ſhe 
has had, ſaid another; then ſeizing me again, 
and forcing me along, they flung me down, 
and beraved me of my Jacobus in an Inſtant ; 


but not without my crying out for help, 1 7 
| I ha 
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I had no ſooner began to do, but one of their 


Fiſts to my Mouth, with a Menace, that for 
another Word they would cut my 'Throat, 
ſoon quieted me. 


SURELY never crept Time ſo ſluggiſhly as 


the few remaining Hours, till I could have 


Reaſon to expect my dear Mrs. Newburgh 
again. At length it arrived, and with her, 
to my inexpreſſible Joy, ſhe brought her Bro- 


ther. They were ſettling the Capitulation, 


and had near finiſhed it, when I entered to 
them ; where falling on my bended Knees, 
and delivering myſelf in every Term, where- 
by I might beſt expreſs my Gratitude, and the 
Senſe of the Favour conferred upon me, I de- 
clared, that in my own imagination, I could 
behold the Alteration of my Circumſtances, in 


little leſs pleaſing a Sight, than as a Tranſla- 
tion from Hell to Paradiſe. 


I was then ſhewn my Lodging-room, 


which was properly, what I could call my own; 
for otherwiſe, | had the Uſe of the Keeper's 
whole Apartment, in common with him and 
his Family. My Room was wholly incaſed 
with Stone, without the leaſt Ornament to 
diſguiſe its natural Roughneſs. It had one 
ſmall Window in it, whereto was faſtened a 


Caſement, that had formerly, moſt probably, 


been glazed ; and, though my Bed ſtood in fo 


ſcanty and dark Dimenſions, as I could by no 
means he along in; and my Bed-clothes con- 


fiſted but of little better than a Bundle of va- 
riegated Rags; yet my Landlady herſelf, (as 
I might then call her) being a very humane 
Woman, and her Proviſions (though no way 
elegant, yet) TRI I lived to my think- 
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ing like a Queen, to what I had before done, 
and being a great Lover of Needle-work, I 
wrought as diligently at it for my Keepereſs, 
as if it had been for my Livelyhood ; but 
above all Things, I was extremely nice, if 
poſſible, never to be abſent, from either the 
Sight of my Keeper, or his Wife, leſt they 
ſhould ſuſpect me of meditating my Eſcape. 


Ms. Newburgh's Humanity having promp- 


ted her to ſend me a ſmall Shift of Linen, and 
once or twice a-week favouring me with aVi- 
fit, I am perſuaded, that few People in my 
Circumſtances, could have rendered the Situ- 
ation that I was in, leſs irkſome to them than 
Idid; fave that my deareſt Lord being never 
abſent from my Mind, for him, and for my 
dear Children, I never failed of weeping for 
ſome Hours every Day. 

My Laypdlady had, in a ſhort Time, imbib- 
ed ſo advantageous a Fancy for me, on Ac- 
count of my gentle Demeanor to herſelf and 
her Family, that after about three Weeks con- 


verſe together, both ſhe and her Huſband grew 


quite careleſs of me, and numberleſs Oppor- 


tunities had they afforded me of eſcaping ; but 


my Integrity to my dear Sureties, now more 
eſteemed by me than Lite itſelf, had preven- 
ted my Encouragement of the leaſt Suggeſti- 
on, that Way tending ; nay, as an Inſtance 


_of my Keeper's Confidence in my Honor, I 


having not ſeen Mrs. Newburgh for one whole 
Week, and beeing exceeding uneaſy at it, and 
deſirous of ſending an Enquiry after her 
Health, he told me, that as it was then dark, 
and no one would know me if I mobbed up, 

I might go to her myſelf if I pleaſed : vc 
| | that 
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that he was under no Apprehenſion of my not 
returning. 

I MusT confeſs, the Confidence he would 
have placed in me, gave me the Height of 
Satisfaction; but 1 declined the Favour, aſ- 
ſuring him, that ſo long as there exiſted but a 
Poſſibility of his being drawn in queſtion up- 
on my Account, however unlikely or impro- 
bable it might be, I could no ways reconcile 
to myſelf any Meaſures, which might but 
eventually redound to his Prejudice. 5 

IN about the ſixth Week of my Impriſon- 
ment, Stringer came to pay me a Viſit; but 
no ſooner had I heard his Name, (for I had 
given a Caution to my Landlady not to ſuffer 
any one but Mrs. Newburgh to have Admit- 
tance to me, without previous Notice) than I 
refuſed him any Conference with me; till 
after long Intreaty for that Favour, and in- 
fiſting that his Viſit was ſolely deſigned for 
my Benefit, I at length permitted him to be 
introduced; my Landlady, at my Requeſt, 
having firſt planted herſelf in a little Cloſet 
m the Room, properly, for obſerving all 
that ſhould paſs between us. . 

AT the firſt Sight of me, in that wretched 
Place, whom he had often been obliged to in 
much higher Life, vile as he was, his Heart 
could not refrain from melting, as I could 
plainly diſcover, through every of his Artifi- 
ces to conceal it from me. 

ArTER a ſhort Pauſe to recover himſelf, 
he began upon the ſame Topic, uſhered in by 
the ſame Motives, and ſupported by fimilar 
Arguments as at his laſt Diſcourſe with me; 
tor which Reaſon, I ſhall not here again re- 


peat 
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peat them; but I boldly aſſured him, that 
his Politicks were too coarſe for producing 
any deſirable Effect from me. 

Stringer, having hitherto ſo lowered his 
Voice, that I was dubious whether my Land- 
lady had heard him or not; I proceeded in 
ſomewhat a louder Strain than I had before 
uſed, and at the ſame time walking about 
the Room, meerly that he might be excited 
ſo to raiſe his Voice as to be heard by her, I 
accoſted him in the following manner. 
| You, Mr. Stringer, ſaid I, who appear 
here as a Lover, methinks, ſhould have be- 
gun your Addreſs in a more elegible Man- 
ner. Was there ever a Suitor on Earth be- 
fore, that in order for his Miſtreſs the more 
ſmoothly to accept of his Application, and 
that he might the more readily know where 
to find her, laid her in a Jail ? Methinks, 

— ſhould rather have preſented me with the 

iverſions of the City; delighted my Palate 
with Elegancies ; flattered my Senſes with 
| Muſick, and mollified my ſtubborn Heart, 
but even an affected Complaiſance, rather 
than have taken this rough Courſe with me: 
Or did you imagine that my Morals, when 
ſufficiently vitiated in this Cloyſter, would 
be reduced to greater Pliancy with your Pur- 
Poles ? | 
;; | replied Stringer, no Mortal 
breathing can pay a greater Deference to 
every your Ladyſhip's PerfeQtions than I do; 
and but that you purſue Means moſt unfriend- 
ly to yourſelf, in ContradiQtion to my every Ar- 
gument for your Advantage, AI could adore 
yon. Was ever Paſſion more predominant, 
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in a ſingle Inſtance, among Mankind, think 


you, than mine is for you? Have I not run 


all Hazards for you? Have I not met with 
the ſevereſt Treatment? Born it patiently ? 
ſubmitted in every Inſtance, to whatever you 
have inflicted upon me ? And now, what but 
your own Sake, and my overbearing Love tor 
you, can move me, to the End I am now 
aming to gain you by ? 
Your Ladyſhip is not to ſuſpect me as a 
Perſon greedy of injuring you. You muſt, 
in viewing me, behold a Lover, endeavour- 
ing to free you from the Oppreſſions of an 
injured Father, inwardly gauled, for the 


Prejudices which his Son muſt ſuſtain from 


his Marriage with you. The Earl of B----n, 
could marry Lord G---#---d to-morrow, to 


above ninety thouſand Pounds Advantage, did 


not your Ladyſhip intervene. Then, if you 


love Lord G---r---d, why will you oppoſe 


his ſo apparent Advancement ? Eſpecially, 


when, (and I hope I need not be ſuſpected 
of Flattery, ſhould I fay) you may in me, 
find another Huſband, no ways his Inferiour, 


fave in Fortune; whereby, you will not only 
reſtore Peace to an aged Father, but fender 
both yourſelf, and me, happy, and his Lord- 
ſhip qualified, for that Obedience, he cannot 
now pay to an indulgent Parent. 


. Having drawn from Stringer, ſufficient, 


as I conjectured, for my preſent Purpoſe, I 
ſignified, that the Subject being diſagreeable to 
me, I deſired his Abſence, for that I choſe 
to be in Private: But he replied, that as I 
had permitted him fo far, he ſhould be loth 
to depart, without ſome Hope, of at length 
5 . 2 prevailing 
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_ prevailing with me, and preſſed for my per- 
emptory Anſwer. | 

I REPLIED, that his Errant to me, though 
myſylf made ſo light of it, was of a Nature 


not to be replied to, but after mature Conſi- 


deration, which having never as yet given it, 
I muſt defer all further Reply, till another 
Opportunity. 

WHEN? O! when, deareſt Creature, 
ſaid he, will you command me, on my Knees, 
to receive the Bleſſing ? I told him, that as I 
was always at home, he might be ſure of 


finding me a few Days hence: For that] 


muſt have a little Time to myſelf firſt. 

Havixs appointed a Day and Hour for 
his Return, he would fain have ſaluted me at 
parting ; but I poſitively forbid that Famili- 
arity, having already played a moſt undeſira- 
ble Part, in affording him even the Hope I 
had done ; but it was with a View of making 
further Uſe of him, ſhould I afterwards find 
it neceſſary. rs 

So ſoon as he had taken his Leave of me, 
I called out my Landlady from her Retreat, 
and aſked her whether ſhe had heard us? 
who replied, that ſhe was perfect Miſtreſs 


of all that had paſſed between us. Then 


lifting up her Hands and Eyes; was ever 
ſuch a Train laid, ſaid ſhe, to draw in any 
young Creature to her Ruin? What think 
you ? ſaid I, Mrs. O Carrol, (for that was 
her Name) is that Man my Huſband ? He 1s 
mine equally, replied ſhe ; but if I may take 
his own Word for it, Lord G--r--d is. And 
are you to undergo a Trial for marrying this 


Man? I replied, it was what I was ſent thi- 


ther 
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ther for, and that my other Huſband was to 


prove juſt ſuch another Marriage with me, as 
this could ; ſave that he varied from this in 
one Circumſtance, which was, that I never 
beheld his Face till the Night of my landing 
in Dublin; whereas, I had known this for a 
conſiderable Time before. 

Ms. O Carroll aſked me, how it could be 
poſſible for them to prove their Allegations ? 
[ may as well enquire that of you, ſaid I, 
not that I in the leaſt diſpute their good Will 
in aiming at it; nay, each of them hath 
ſworn me to be his Wife, already. | 

I am heartily ſorry, ſaid ſhe, that I can- 
not appear as a proper Witneſs for you ; but 
fear it might rather prove prejudicial to you 
than otherwiſe, to have the Keeper's Wife 
before the Court, as a Liſtener ; but as he 
will certainly be with you again at the Time 
appointed, it may. not be amiſs for you to 
have ſome one here, ſhut up in my Cloſet, 
who may make proper Remarks for you, and 
that they may be ſure of the Perſon who 
peay. to you, I will have an Hole bored, in 
a Part of the Partition, where I myſelf whilſt 
| fat there, judged it would be moſt conveni- 
ent, for ſeeing who and who were together. 

Twas not long in appfopriating that Ser- 
vice, in my own Mind, to good Mrs. New- 
burgh, as a Perſon of Credit, well known, 
and than whom, no one could deliver her 
Story to more Advantage. I ſent therefore 
for her, and acquainting her with my Re- 
queſt, ſhe readily accepted the Poſt, at the 
lame time hinting, that as two Witneſſes 
were better than one, ſhe would bring her 
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Niece with her, a very ſmart young Lady, 
and one, who in Affairs of Love, ſhe ſaid, 
would probably, prove far more circumſtan- 
tial than herſelt ; then, having a quicker Me- 
mory too, would be more apt, at the Recol- 
lection of all Particulars. | 
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Stringer's ſecond Vifit to Biddy. Diſcourſe 
overheard by Mrs. Newburgh and her Nicce, 
Biddy prepares for Trial. It put off, Mrs. 
Newburgh ill at next Seſſions. The In- 
dictment proved againſi Biddy. Her De- 
fence. Furyman knows Biddy. Proſecutors 
taken into Cuſtody. 4 


1 E appointed Day being arrived, Mrs, 
Newburgh and her Niece were with 
me, and we had all prepared ourſelves for 
our ſeveral Parts, upon the firſt Notice 
the Approach of Stringer. We waited not 
long betord he, by the Servant, craved Ad- 
mittance to me; then placing Mrs. New- 


burgb and her Niece, where they could both 


be Witneſſes to every thing which might pals 
between us, I ordered him to be introduced. 
I SHALL not tire my Reader with the 
complimentary Part of our Dialogue, but 
proceed to the material Part at once. | 
brought him to an Acknowledgment of the 
Earl's firſt Knowledge of, and Perturbation 
at, his Son's Marriage with me ; the Offer 
he had made me, if I would quietly rolls 
qui 
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quiſh my Claim to Lord G--r--4, and that the 
Scheme of marrying me to him [Stringer] was 
in order to have my ſecond Match as a Secu- 


rity for my Silence as to that with Lord 


G---r---d, and then he preſſed me over and 
over to marry him, from the many Advanta- 


ges which would every way redound from it. 


Uron my demanding how he could have 
the Confidence to declare publickly, at Mrs. 


Newburgh's, that I was his Wife; dear Lady! 


_ ſaid he, it had fo been concerted with the Earl, 
before my coming over, and that I fhould, if 


poſſible, decoy you to my Bed, little doubting, . 
but could l compaſs that, you would after- 


wards be much more comphant to Marriage 


with me. | 3 
He ſaid it had likewiſe been concluded, that 
ſhould he fail of his View m bedding with me, 


he was to declare me to be his Wife; and that 


Player (who was a poor Weaver, though gen- 
tilized upon that Occaſion) ſhould alfo claim 
me as his Wife; when, if their Menaces would 
no ways terrify me into a Marriage with him, 


they were both then to proſecute me for Bi- 
gamy, and ſwear themſelves ſeverally married 


to me. | 


How was it poſſible for you, Mr. Stringer, 


to play the Villain in the groſs Manner you 
have related, for the ſake of any Man's Favour 


or Intreaty, to the utter undoing of your own 


Soul? Madam, replied he, Love, like mine, 


admits no Bounds; nor can it be confined, 


though Hell itſelf lay open to me. Your Cru- 


elty has already diſtracted me, and whatever 
ſhall follow, muſt be imputed to that as a ne- 
: ceſſary Conſequence. 5 | | 


£ 
- 


AND 
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Ap, Madam, added he, whilſt a Man lives 
in.this World, he bears about not only a Soul 
but a Body too ; neither in his Regard for 
that muſt this be neglected. It muſt eat, muſt 
drink, and muſt have where to lay its Head. 

IT am afraid, Mr. Stringer, replied I, that 
after the Execution of theſe wicked Devices, 
wherever you may lay your Head, you will 
find but an uneaſy Pillow ; but how if what 
you have now publiſhed tome, ſaid I, ſhould 
hereafter riſe up in Evidence againſt you ? 
Stringer then looking about him, replied, that 
he thought himſelf very ſecure in that reſpect, 
unleſs I ſhould ſummon thoſe Stones (pointing 
to the Walls) to bear Teſtimony for me. 

He then urging my Conſent to marry him, 
without more ado, and thereby procure my 
Diſcharge ; pray what will Mr. Player ſay in 
that caſe ? demanded I ; how will he take it? 
Dear Lady! ſaid Stringer, joke not at my Sol- 
licitude. Tho' the World knows not but that 
he may be your Huſpand, and he will, nay 
hath ſworn himſelf ſo to be, you and J are 
better adviſed than to credit him; nor will 
there then be the leaſt further Occaſion for 
his Proceedings againſt you, the End for which 
we are both obliged to perſecute you being 

anſwered, ſo ſoon as you are my Wife. Come, 
come, dear Lady! make both yourſelf and me 
happy. As for Lord G---ry---d you can have 


nothing to fear from him, in a Point that will 


prove fo grateful to-his Father. 

I was juſt then about to have diſmiſſed 
Stringer, under ſome ſmall ExpeQation of his 
having made a further Progreſs in his Suit 
with me, that in eaſe we ſhould have found 
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him further neceſſary, I might not have been 


without Hope of a future Viſit from him; 


when Mrs. Newburgh, who was, through Cor- 


pulency, pretty purſy, being tickled by the 
Noſe, and unable to ſtifle it, ſneezed two or 
three times very loudly. Stringer hereupon 
turning pale as Death, and ſtarting, What! 
who is that? ſaid he. Some body in the next 
Room, replied J. B he, all Sſupicion, run- 
ning to the Cloſct- dog and opening it, gave 
immediate Liberty to good Mrs. Newburgh 
and her Niece. | 

So Madam] ſaid the Villain, with the moſt 
inſolent Air of Aſſurance imaginable, are you 
turned Eves-dropper ? And pray, Miſs, what 
may you have heard worth remembering ? 
ſaid he to the Niece. Came you hither to 
learn how to make Love, my Dear? No, Sir, 
anſwered ſhe; to learn how to preſerve my 
Body at the Expence of my Soul, which hap- 
pens to prove a new Doctrine to me; but one 


may live and learn, I ſee. 


FIE! fie! Mr. Stringer, ſaid Mrs, Newburgh, 
gravely ; how can you dare to look me, or 


that Lady, in the Face, ſince the Profeſſions 


ou have heretofore made in my Preſence ? 

hat? faid he, you have overheard my Court- 
ſhip, I ſuppoſe ! Such Courtſhip, added ſhe, 
as I ſhudder at; and what there could have 
been no Occaſion for, had this Lady already 
been your Wife. 

Map Au, ſaid Stringer, ſhe is the moſt ſkit- 
tiſh Toad breathing. I never lay with her in 
my Life till after a Courtſhip twice as tedious 
as this you have overheard ; but a Pox on your 
damned Sneezing, had it not been for which, 
7 . 2 | ſhe 
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ſhe was juſt yielding to me, and we might 
have been in Bed by this time. | 
Six, ſaid I, there can be no Evidence againſt 


you fave theſe Stones; what need you there- 


fore concern yourſelf how you have behaved 
to me alone? | 

I AyPROVE the Joke abundantly, ſaid he; 
and as it was what I ſuſpected, I had prepared 
myſelf with a random Story, of a Cock and a 


Bull, and an Earl, and I know not what, 


merely for the Amuſement of your cloſeted 
Gentry : So let them lay their Heads together, 
and make the moſt of it.----I am in haſte.---- 
Adieu. Then fnatching up his Hat, he 
left us, feemingly under great Confufion. 

Was there ever ſuch a conſummate Piece 
of Cruelty practiſed before! ſaid Mrs. New- 
burgh.-—-But I am heartily glad I was here; 
and my Dear, ſaid ſhe, as the Seſſions are now 
coming on, pray command myſelf and Neice 
upon your Service. We will go home, re- 
freſh our Memories, and put all into black and 
white againſt the Trial. | 

As I had for ſome Time before been pre- 
paring for my Defence, I ſent for my Sollici- 
tor to inform him of what freſh Matter I had 
m my Favour, that he might add it to his 
Breviate ; for I muſt own, I was in great 


Hopes of a Releaſe from my Confinement ; 


nor would a Conveyance ts my Execution 


have been half ſo irkſome to me as the Thought 


of a longer Impriſonment; the whole Expence 
whereof lay fo heavy upon Mrs. Newburgh, 
who had hitherto advanced every Penny for 
me there, that I began to doubt its ever being 
w my Power te return her Courteſy. -/ 
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Tat Seflions were now begun; but Whilſt 


I waited in high Expectation of being hourly 


called to the Bar, my Sollicitor coming to 
me in the Evening of the firſt Day, informed 
me, that the Proſecutors having moved the 
Court, to put off my Trial to the next Seſ- 
ſions, for want of a material Evidence, who 
was upon his Journey from England, but not 
then arrived, the Court had granted their 
Motion. RE) 
Tris Intelligence, ſo oppoſite to my 
Wiſhes, ſtruck me with ſuch Vexation, as 
to induce a ſevere Fit of Illneſs, which had 
very near coſt me my Life, and the nearer I 
apprehended myſelf to my Diſſolution, the 
more happy did I conjecture myſelf ; but I 
was to be reſerved for ſtill ſeverer Sufferings : 
For by the Time that J was perfectly reco- 
vered, and the Seſſions at hand again, Mrs, 
Newburgh was fallen down in a Fever, and 
had kept her Bed for ſome Days. | 

I was almoſt at my Wit's End, when [ 
perceived that I muſt be forced on to Trial, 
without the Prefence of ſo material an Evt- 
dence as Mrs. Newburgh ; for indeed, it could 
appear to me in no better Light, than that 
of caſting my Life into the Hands of a Cabal 
of Ruffians, whom I knew determined to 
ſeize it all Events. 5 

I consVLTED my Sollicitor, who applied 
to my Council for Advice how to proceed, for 
the deferring of my Cauſc till the next Seſſi- 
ons, for want of Mrs. Newburgh's Teſtimo- 
ny; but the Proſecutors, who rejoiced hear- 
tily at' this favourable Accident, upon my 


moving the Court for the Purpoſe, ſo effectu- 
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ally oppoſed me, that the Court would not 
grant my Requeſt : For they alledged, that 
the Facts ariſing in England, and the double 
Marriage only to __ it was highly 


improbable, that a Witneſs, altogether re- 
ſiding in Dublin, ſhould be capable of offering 
any material Objection, ſo that to Trial 1 


was obliged to go, and to Trial I went; but 


when my Indictment came to be read, I could 
ſcarce comprehend myſelf to be the Party 
Criminal : For I heard that Bridget Farmer, 
alias Stringer, alias Player, alias Shepard, alias 
Lady G---r---4, had done fo and fo ; and that 
in ſhort, I was one (if all they charged me 
with was true) who had long fince deferved 
hanging. ES 


Tris long Bead-roll being ended, the Evi- 


dences againſt me were, firſt, a Certificate 


retendedly ſent from one of the Pariſh Regi- 
Rats in London; ſecondly, a Man who ſwore 
by the Name of Grimes, that he was prefent 
at my Marriage with Player, juſt five Years 
before, which was about the Time the Cer- 


tificate was dated; that he had for many 


Years been acquainted with Player, and had 
often been at Player's Houſe, where he and 1 


hived together as Man and Wife. 


WELL! what could be ſtarted on my Side, 
in Contradiction to this pofitive Evidence? 
For my Part, I had only my own plain Ne- 
gative to offer, beſides two of my Lord's Let- 
ters, that I had, in my Confinement, diſco- 

vered to be in my Pocket, one for me to ſend 


him the Children to the EarP's, and the other 


that which brought me to Dublin after him. 
"Theſe I produced; but it being demanded of 
| | 5 me 
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me who could prove them; I was therein de- 
feaive. | 

1 ASSURED the Court of Singer's Intima- 
ey with my Huſband, Lord G---r---d, and 
but that he was one of my Profecutors, he 
could prove his Lordſhip's Hand minutely ; 
however irregular this might be, Stringer de- 
fired that he might have a Sight of the Let- 
ters, for that his Principle for Juſtice would 
engage him to deal faithtully with the Court, 
though he might not be allowed of as an Evi- 
dence. He admitted the Knowledge of his 
Lordſhip's Hand; but infifted, that from his 
long Familiarity with his Lordſhip, had I been 
his Wife, he muſt have knewn it; then caft- 
ing his Eye on the feveral Letters, and thence 
turning them upwards, as an Abhorrence of 
ſo vile an Impoſition upon the Court, he de- 
elared them a downright Forgery. 

Mr firſt Marriage being thus indiſputably 
proved, to the Satisfaction of the whole 
Court, they proceeded to the fecond with 


Stringer, which he ſolemnly ſwore to, at St. 


Ethelburga, in London, and my old Maid 
Efther backed him upon Oath of her Preſence 
at the Ceremony. 88 
SUREEY, i ever there was an Hell upon 
Earth, ehe Court at that Time was it, or fo 
near to it in Reſemblance, that it might well 
have been taken for the true; though the 
Evidence only were culpable ; but as no Place 
can be fo remote, as to exclude the All-ſeeing . 
Eye, ſo alſo was his Direction preſent there, 
or J had been abſolutely loft. FR 
I was now called upon to make my De- 
fence, when Mrs. Newburgh's Nieee informed 
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the Court, of all that had happened in her 
hearing, between me and Stringer; but ſhe 
being but about fifteen Years of Age, and 
delivering her Story in a Sort of Pert, and 
prejudiced Manner, the Jury gave but little 
Credit to her. | 

. I naD yet an Anchor caſt, which I could by 
no means have expected; and that too, whilſt 
Matters were running thus terribly againſt 
me; for that kind Woman, Mrs. Newburgh, 
having received Advice from her Niece, how 
hard it was going with me, would not be 
reſtrained from rifing, but at the Hazard of 
her Life, was brought into Court in a co- 
vered Chair, where ſhe not only confirmed 
all that her. Niece had before ſaid, with ſe- 


_ veral material Additions, but giving her Teſ- 


timony with all Gravity, Judgment, and 
Perſpicuity, the whole Court began to waver 
4n their Sentiments, as to the Validity of the 
Proſecutor's Charge. RT 
Ms. Newburgh having concluded, the 
Judge proceeded to ſum up the Evidence on 
both Sides, and was now about to have given 
the Jury their Charge, wlien one of them 
ſtarting up, Young Woman, ſaid he, pray 
what was your Maiden Name? I replicd, 
Bridget Farmer. Is your Mother living? ſaid 
he, or your Father? I anſwered, that my 
Father had been dead many Years, and that 
my Mother afterwards married one T ho- 
mas, a Carpenter in Weſiminſter, in England; 
whom, though I had endeavoured all that 1 
could to find out, I had not been able, fo 
could not be poſitive, whether ſhe was liv- 
ing or not. It is very well, ſaid he. * ' 
HE 
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Taz Judge having indulged him ſo far, 


ordered him to attend to his Charge, and 


not run on in a random Story, whilſt he had 
other Buſineſs to mind. He thereupon fat 
down and when all the reſt of the Jury, hav- 
ing laid their Heads together, were prepared 
for declaring me guilty ; this Juryman ſtood 


os 

Mr Lord, ſaid he, with great Deference, 
I humbly beg, that theſe two Gentlemen the 
Proſecutors, with their Evidences, may all 


be ſo ſecured, that they be not ſuffered to 


avoid the Court. 5 
Tunis young Woman now before your 
Lordſhip, as a Criminal, in the Eyes of all 
my Brethren, neither knows who is her Mo- 
ther, or from whom ſhe is deſcended. My 
Wife brought her up as her own Child, tho? 
in fact, ſhe is the natural Daughter of as 
honourable a Lady now deceaſed, as any ſtill 
ſurviving. | 
My Lord, this young Woman, to my 
Knowledge, went Servant into the Earl of 
B——-s Family; and there, to my far- 
ther Knowledge, ſhe married Lord Richard 
G—r-—4, the Earl's only Son by his firſt 
Lady, with wham ſhe cohabited as his Wife 
m Hertfordſbire, till I left London, in which 
Time ſhe had borne him three Children. 
What hath happened fince, I am ignorant; 
hut as what I have offered, excludes all Pre- 
fumption of the intended Marriage with Play- 
er, which 1s alledged to have been within the 
Time of her Reſidence with his Lordſhip, I 
can never conſent to the Condemnation of a 
Perſon, whom my Conſcience acquits, of 
| every 
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every Colour of the Crime objected, in man- 
ner as ſhe is accuſed of it. 


THe Judge then aſked me, why if I had 


any Witneſſes in England, I had not brought 
them over, having had ſo much Time for 
it? I replied, that relying on my own Inno- 


cence, and the Impracticability there appear- 


ed to me, of any one's proving a Marriage 
which never was made, I was the leſs anxi- 


ous for the Conſequences, of what the Pro- 


ſecutors could lay to my Charge. 

I THEN declared, that the Letters I had 
produced were of Lord G--r--d's own Hand- 
writing, or ſo well counterteited, as to de- 
ceive me by their Similitude ; that Stringer 
had acknowledged, they had trepanned away 


my Servant and Baggage, and that my Fel- 


low-priſoners having ſtripped me of all the 
Money I had, at my firſt Commitment, I 
had ever ſince ſubſiſted upon Mrs. Newburgh's 
Charity to me; but as the Proſecutors had 


ſuborned Witneſſes againſt me, which I 


could not have expected, I doubted not, but 


had I till Money and Time, I could procure 


ſuch a Cloud of Evidences of my being Lord 


 G--r--d's Wife, and always cohabiting with 


Eyes of the Earl of B 


him, I would convince every one, that ſince 
my Marriage with him, I would never have 
joined mylelf to ſuch Fellows, as either of 
my Proſecutors were. 
Marv it pleaſe your Lordſhip, ſaid I, my 
Want of a Fortune, made me a very unac- 
ceptable Match for Lord G--r--d, in the 
n his Father, 
who ſince his firſt Knowledge, of, it, hath 
omitted neither Threats or Oppreſſions, to 
f induce 
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induce me to relinquiſh him; and that they 
might be aſcertained of my never daring 
more to lay Claim to him, that very Stringer 
who now proſecutes as a ſecond Huſband, 
hath formed every Battery, that Policy could 
deviſe amainſt my Honour; and would I have 
conſented to his Marriage with me, I might 
have avoided this Proſecution: For I have 
been offered, and ſtill might have, any De- 
mand gratified by the Earl, would I ſecure 
him from future Claim to his Son, by an In- 
termarriage with another Man. 

My conſtantly refuſing to comply with 
this, hath put the Earl firſt upon conveying 
my Children, and Huſband, from my Sight 
and Knowledge, ſo that I know not where 
to apply to either: But, added I, as Provi- 
dence hath ſo manifeſtly interpoſed in my Fa- 
vour, as to raiſe up the Juryman, whom 1 
know now to be Mr. Thomas, tho? under my 
Diſtreſſes, I at firſt recollected him not; I 
doubt not your Lordfſhip's Indulgence for 
Leave to ſend for his Wife, if living, who 
will be able to give the Court and Jury ſuch 
Satisfaction, as I am perſuaded will convince 
them of my Innocence. 

Ir ſo happened, that I was before a moſt 
humane Judge, who declared in the Face of 
the Court, that as ſome Shew of Juſtification 
appeared from my Allegations, though it 
might be contrary to the Courſe of Proceed- 
ing in ſuch Caſes, he would adjourn the 
Court till three o'Clock ; before which 
Time, he would not take the Verdict, or- 
dering the Jury into Keeping, till that Hour ; 


at 


. 
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at which Time, if I could bring Evidence of 


my Innocence, he would ſtill hear them. 
Mx. Thomas then deſired, that the Profe- 
cutors might be ſecured, to be forth-coming 
alſo at the ſitting of the Court, which was 
ordered accordingly, and they were condutQ- 
ed out of Court, all but Eſther, who in the 


Buſtle, had ſlipt her Neck out of the Collar, 


and was moved off; whereupon his Lord- 
ſhip, who from this Incident, began to inte- 


reſt himſelf in my Favour, gave ſtrict Or. 


ders that ſhe ſhould be produced in the Aſter- 
noon. | | 


FETEI ET ET ETETETST 
C H A P. XVII. 


Mrs. Thomas and Biddy's Diſcourſe. Lord 


G--r--d in Ireland. Mrs. Thomas ex- 
mined for Biddy. Eſther's Confeſſfon. Al 
goes for Biddy. Lord G--r--d's Speech ti 
the Fudge. Proſecutors ſent to Fail. Bid- 
dy releaſed. Her Reflections. 


3 Agitations of my very Soul, upon 
this Act of Benevolence of my Judge, 
are Wholly indeſcriptable; ſo that I ſhall pals 
them by without attempting to repreſent 
them ; but what was the Confuſion: of my 
Mind, in a ſtrange Place, not a Soul to-dil- 
patch upon any Enquiry, or to do the leaſt 
good Office 5 me, but Mrs. Newburgh's 
Niece, and myſelf conſined from all Aſſiſt 


_ ance, I might have aided: myſelf by, if at 


Liberty. 
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Mr. Thomas had, unknown to me, ſent for 
bis Wife, who, in about the Space of an 
Hour after, preſented herſelf before me; 
but was ready to die away at the Sight of 
me under Confinement as a Criminal. We 
fell upon each other's Neck for ſome Time, 
as incapable of hearing, as of pronouncing 
the Anguiſn of our Minds to each other, till 
having ſtruggled through our firſt Tranſports, 
ſhe demanded, what in Nature could have re- 
duced. me to my then preſent melancholy 
Circumſtance ? Whereupon I readily opened 

my whole Caſe to her. | 

SHE retorted upon me, why would not his 
Lordſhip then intereſt himſelf in my Favour, 
when a Word ſpeaking from him would clear 
me ? O! my dear Mother! faid I, his Fa- 
ther hath ſome how withdrawn him from meg 
ſo that Lcan have no Recourſe to him. 

Mx Dear, ſaid Mrs. Thomas, anſwer me 
ingenuonſly, is not his — at the Bot- 
tom of this Proſecution? I aſſured her he 
was not, nor was it poſſible for him ſo to be, 
who ſtill loved me with an Ardour far be- 
yond the common Rate of Huſbands ; and 


hoſe Difunion from me, I might venture to 


affirm, was of no leſs grievous Import to him 
tran to myſelf. 

CHILD ! ſaid Mrs Thomas, why would you. 
offer at impoſing upon me ? I am well certi- 
Hed: that his Lordſhip hath an Hand in this 
Proſecution, or he e ane tame 

a SpeQator of your in ord ! Mo- 
— you that his Fa- 
ther nad confloed fir from me, and that 1 


am 
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am as ignorant where to find him, as he is of 
my preſent Calamity. 

My dear Biddy! ſaid ſhe, for ſo I muſt 
ſtill call you, either you would deceive me, 
cr are yourſelf impoſed upon. I tell you, he 
carries on this' Proſecution under-hand, 
though he will not appear to be concerned 
in it; or why ſhould he be in the ſame City, 
and ſo near you too, and not appear in your 
iuſtification ? 

ALas ! ſaid I, in ſome Warmth, we 
ſeem to be at croſs Purpoſes ; will it be im- 


poſſible for me to gain Credit, that my dear 


Lord knows nothing of my Sufferings, or is 
himſelf nearer to my Relief than England, 
where his Father's Severity detains him, from 
all Knowledge of me or my Diſtreſſes? 
Mx Dear! replied Mrs. Thomas, it will 
be impoſſible for you to. gain my Credit, for 
any ſuch romantic Story, whilſt theſe Eyes 
aſſure me, that I croſſed his Lordſhip, walk- 
ing very unconcernedly from the Wate-ſide, 
as I was hafting hither to you, but being ſo 
indifferently clad as I was, I, did not then 
chooſe to make myſelf known to him, yet, 
that it was none other than hunfelf, I am' 
moſt certain. | | 
O! my dear Mother! faid I, find him, 
find him, or I ſhall run diſtracted ; what! 
my deareſt Lord ſo near to me, and I know 
it not! Ol that I could but appriſe him of 
my Sorrows, all would go well preſently. 
Ms. Thomas had not been gone above a 
a Quarter of an Hour upon the Search, be- 
fore Mrs. Newburgh's Niece came running to 
me, 'with Notice of a Gentleman's Arrival 
at 
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at her Aunt's, and Enquiry for me by the 


Name of Shepard. Her Aunt, ſhe ſaid, be- 


ing gone to Bed again, could not fee him, 
nor choſe ſhe to diſcover my Misfortune to 
him too ſuddenly, without my Leave ; but 
Miſs added, that of her own Accord ſhe had 
demanded whether his true Name was She- 
fard ? and who ſhe ſhould tell me wanted 
me? To which, ſhe ſaid, he replied, that 
ſhe might let me know, Lord G--r--4 would 


pay his Reſpects to me. 


My Joy at the now Certainty of my dear 
Lord's remaining at no greater Diſtance from 
me, had almoſt deprived me of my Senſes, 
and the Freedom of my own Thoughts; but 
exerting my utmoſt Efforts, I replied, dear 
Miſs, tell him the Truth, tell him all the 
Truth, my Confinement, Danger, Diſtreſs, 
tell him all, tell him I die for the Sight of 
him; for thaugh I am thus miſcrably ſitua- 
ted for his Reception, yet, can he but meet 
me here, I am ſatisfied this vileſt of Places 
will be -more acceptable to him than a royal 
Palace without me. | 

I was under ſuch Impatience for the Sight 
of my dear Lord, that I was almoſt wild with 
it; but the Court was now ſitting, and nei- 
ther Lord G---r=--d, or Mrs. Thomas arrived 

et. ä | | 
l TRE Judge had no ſooner ſeated himſelf, 
than he demanded whether I had any thing 
more to offer before the Jury were called to 
their Verdict. May it pleaſe your Lordſhip, 
ſaid I, ſuch Witneſs have I of my Innocence, 
in immediate Expectation, as I doubt not to 
clear myſelf by, to the Conviction of all 

: e 9 Man- 
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Mankind. I am glad of it, ſaid the Judge, 


for I would always have the Guiltleſs vindica- 
ted ; but Jet me tell you, it may prove a more 
arduous Taſk than you are aware of, to over- 


throw ſo poſitive and numerous Evidences. 


By this time I heard a Cry of, make way, 
make way for the Evidence there; when Mrs. 
Thomas appearing, and being ſworn, depoſed 
to my Marriage with Lord G--r--d, full ſe- 
ven Years before, in her Preſence ; "that he 
retired to the Country with me, to conceal it 
from the Earl, and that we were as fond a 
Couple as ever lived, till ſhe and her Huſband 
coming to Dublin, heard no more of me till 
that very Day. She added, that ſhe preſumed 


all would ſoon be cleared up, in the moſt ſub- 


ſtantial manner, by Lord G--r--d himſelf, 
who had that Morning appeared in Dublin, 
and would be there preſently. 

Tax Judge then enquiring whether the 


ance, whs had made her Eſcape in the 


deen retaken ? Efther was pro- 
duced, and Anſwer made, that ſhe was ſeiz- 


ed juſt going on board of a Veſſel in the 


rbour. 
Eſiber being brought forwand, was almoſt 
terrified to Death, and her guilty Conſcience 
bore fo bard upon her, that falling upon her 


| Knees, ſhe begged his Lordſhip to have 


Mercy upon her, for that indeed ſhe was 
over-perſuaded to what ſhe had done, by the 
Allurements of Mr. Stringer, and under Promiſe 


of great Matters from the Earl of B— 


himſelf. She ſaid it was her firſt Fact, and 


ſhould be ber laſt, . 2h 
| T 


* * . . 
+ 
a—_ Mo. hen wwe. a 


.0 A 


r 


* 


2 2 2 


9 


ed * 


1 3 c 


a 1 


Conduct, more 


my O w N Lin. 173 


Ar firſt the Judge apprehended ſhe meant 
to have begged Pardon for her Eſcape only, 
till hearing Mention made of the Earl, and a 
Reward, he became more ſeriouſly inquiſi- 
tive into the Affair, and charged her to de- 
clare nothing but the Truth. Whereupon 


| ſhe was beginning to diſcloſe the whole Con- 


trivance; when a Murmur ariſing through 


Court, and every Eye turning to the Door, 


who ſhould enter but my deareſt Lord and 
Huſband. 5 
HA vIN G paid his Reverence to the Bench, 


the Judge aſked him whether he was Lord 


G--r--d ? and whether he was acquainted 
with the Priſoner at the Bar? His Lordſhip 
to the firſt replied, that he was the ſame Per- 
ſon ; but looking round about for me, he 
ſaw me not, tho” cloſe behind his Elbow, till 
the Judge pointing to me, his Lordſhip had 
no ſooner fixed me by his Eye, than his Arms 
were round my Neck, where he wept like a 
Child, all the while he was embracing me; 
but ſoon recolleding where he was, and 
wiping his Face, excuſe, my Lord, ſaid he, 
the Tranſports of my Heart, attached to this 
beſt of Women, by all the ſtricteſt Ties of 
Nature; ſhe has been my Wife for theſe ſe- 
ven Years, daily, by her irreproachable 

andy cementing my Aﬀec- 
tion to her. 


Wx, my Lord, through the Obduracy 
of an implacable Father, have been feparated 
for almoſt theſe twelve Months paſt, invo- 


luntarily; and if I might be permitted to 


gueſs at her paſt Troubles, by my.own, for 


that Time, nothing but the Hope of a poſſi- 
5 Q 3 ble 
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ble Re-union could ever have ſupported her 
under them, | 

Our Hardſhips, and the Difficulties we 
have encountered, are highly improper for 
the Ear of a public: Court, 1n that, through 
an Expofure of them, Reflections muſt ne- 
ceſſarily arife, injurious to the facred Name 
of Father; but if J may prefume ſo far, I 
would inform myſelf from your Lordſhip, 
what Accuſation hath brought my Wife be- 
fore you, in this ignominious Manner, as a 
Criminal? For, my Lord, my Conſcience 
aſſures me, that her Souk is too pure to com- 
mit a Crime, even mentally, to treſpaſs for a 
Moment there, much leſs would it harbour 
it till it could ariſe to Action. 

THz Judge replied, that from as convic- 
tive Teſtimony as any he had ever met with, 
+ had been accuſed of a double Marriage, 
and that his Lordſhip's was not one of them: 
So that was all true he had that Day 
heard, I had then three Huſbands in the 
Court? | 

Is the Court? replied my dear Lord; 
may I beg your Lordſhip's Order for con- 
tronting them. Upon the View of Player, 
who was firſt brought forwards, his Lord- 
flup declared he knew him not; but defiring 
he might be aſked how long he had been mar- 
ried to that Lady, and he replying ten Years, 
the whole Court was in an Uproar, he hav- 
ing, in the Morning, ſworn it to have 
been but five, both by himſelf and his Wit- 
neſſes; fo that he was ſet aſide with abundant 
Ignominy. | | 


Stringer 
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Stringer then appearing, as my laſt Huſ- 
band, though moſt unwillingly; my dear Lord 
lifted up his Hands, appealing to Heaven, 
againſt ſo vile an Impoſtor. | 


Stringer being required to declare when his 


Marriage with me was had, ſtood ſilent, nor 


would be prevailed with to expoſe himſelf fur- 
ther, by the Utterance of x fingle Sentence; 
when his Lordfhip, in order to caſt a new 
Light over the Affair, and to recriminate up- 
on the Villain Stringer, craved the Judge's 
Licence, for expatiating ſomewhat upon Strin- 
ger's Character; and the whole Court ſeem- 
ed ſo big with Expectation of hearing it, that 
never was there a more profound Silence ob- 
ſerved, amongſt ſo numerous an Aſſembly, 
upon any prior Occafion. 

His Lordſhip, in a Manner peculiar to him- 
felf, having lightly touched ſufficiently upon 
the Obligations Stringer ſtood indebted to him 
for, in order to ſatisfy the Court what Returns 
ought to have been the Iſſue of a grateful 
Heart; he diſplayed the firſt Inſtance of his 
Inſenſibility for ſuch Benefits, in the Attempt 
he had made againſt his Honour, and my Vir- 
tue ; then enlarged fomewhat upon the Re- 
turn J made him, by the Hands of my Ser- 


vants. His Lordfhip-proceeded to Stringers 


Infinuations to the Earl, his Lordſhip's Fa- 
ther, to our Prejudice; his Stratagems ever 
ſince to diſtrefs us both; and laſtly, this glar- 
ing Inſtance of his Perfidy, by his preſent At- 
tempt, to impoſe upon the Court, and even 
Heaven itſelf, by his Perjur xy. 
Bux this Time, the Indignation of the Court, 
and of every Member preſent, was _— » 
| „ 
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fuch an extravagant Height againſt my Proſe- 
cutors, that they were beheld with the vileſt 
* and Deteſtation; and upon his Lord- 
ſhip's Requeſt, were all ordered to ſtand com- 
mitted for their Perjury; having not a ſingle 
Word to urge in their Juſtifications. 

Tx Jury then aſfuring the Judge that they 
were all agreed in their Verdict, declared me 
not guilty, to the general Satisfaction of the 
whole Court, and City. | 

I BEING then, after no few Compliments 
paid me by the Judge, delivered to the Hands 
of my deareſt Lord, we were conveyed to Mrs. 
Newburgh's, with half the City rejoicing in 
our Tarin , whilſt our Opponents, under a 
| ſtrong Guard, wete conducted to my old 
Quarters, ſubject ta the Curſes and Execrati- 
ons of all who beheld them. 

Ir 1s not the Part of a good Chriſtian to 
exult at another's Misfortunes; but I cannot 
ſay that I regretted the Condemnation of three 
of my quondam Fellow-priſoners; two of 
whom were the Perſons who had firſt robbed 
me, and the Third was her, who had poured 
the Spirits down my Throat. 

I HAVE frequently, fince that Tranſaction, 
reflected on thoſe People's Dealings, relative 
to my own Particular, with an Exceſs of Com- 
miſeration ; though I then beheld them in an 
extreme bad Light. I have alſo conſidered on 
- the Benefit I have received, from a thorough 
Exerciſe in Afflictions, and what an Infight 
my Troubles had given me into human Na- 
ture, beyond what I could ever have attained 
to, from a Life of Peace and Se + 
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moſt of which, the wholly Fortunate, are ut- 
ter Strangers to. 


THESE, ſit ſecure, and think, becauſe they 
condeſcend not to public capital Vices, which 


may ſubject them to the penal Laws of their 
Country, that therefore, having ſailed the 


Ocean of the World, without ever forming 
Acquaintance with thoſe Ruffles, which wrin- 
kle the Paſſage of others, their full Errand is 
compleated, and they arrive at the Haven of 
the Grave, in a deſirable Manner: But I, hav- 
ing made ſerious Obſervations upon Mankind, 
and been thoroughly ſeaſoned in the School of 
Adverſity, having remarked the providential 
Deliverances I have enjoyed, under many of 
the moſt excruciating Circumſtances, have 
taken thereby Occaſion for minute Searches, 
into the Cauſe of all Cauſes, to which, my 
conſtant Converſe with the Scriptures, under 
my recluſe State, hath afforded me flight 
Means of Information, as not only to what I 
ought to avoid, but what I ought to chuſe. 
THERE are realty fo many Ways in Life 
for a Chriſtian to exercife himſelf acceptably 
in, that a Receſs from Vice, without a con- 
ſtant Acceſs to Virtue, leaves him but little 
Title to that Appellation; but how many are 
there, who wholly neglecting this, paſs un- 
der the Character of good, where the Receſs 
is only from ſuch criminal Acts as may pub- 
lickly ſtigmatize them, from their Notoriety ; 
though behind the Curtain, both by them- 
felves, and their Subſtitues, they are daily _ 
practiſing Crimes, as attrocious in their Con- 


ſequences, as the moſt daring public Criminal. 
11 I Have 
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I HAvE been enabled, from frequent Inter- 
eourſe, with both the Lofty of this World, 
and thoſe of leſs Eſteem, to form in my own 


Judgment, a reaſonable Compariſon between 


them; nor can J at laſt, well ele& my Party, 
to which I ſhould give the Preference. 

WIIN I turn my Attention to the Great, 
theſe, I find, for the moſt Part, free from 
direct ſtealing from the Perſon, or Dwelling- 
houſe of his Neighbour ; which I ſhould not 
attribute to their Ignorance of what it is to 
want, could I but find the ſame Perſons free 
from Exaction of more than their Due, Re- 
tention of the Due of others, or Oppreſſion 
of thoſe diſabled, from the Slenderneſs of their 
Circumſtances, from coping with them in fair 
Conteſt for their own Property, unjuſtly 
with-held from them. 

I FiND the ſame Set of Men, free from 
downright Murder, either as a Step to pro- 
cure unjuſt Seizures, or to prevent their fu- 
ture Detection for the Crime committed; 
but then, to gratify their Revenge, where 
the Conſequence is the ſame, they only act 
more behind the Scenes, and under ſuch Co- 
vert, as ſcreen them from public Juſtice; 
which preventing their own Expoſure, con- 
tributes to the Conſervation of their Charac- 
ter, ſtill unſullied. | Fs 

I sHovuLD imagine theſe, the Upright of 
a Nation, acting in Purſuance of Divine Pre- 
cepts, and conformably to human Laws, from 


their ſeldom being impeached, for a Defec- 


tion from temporal Ordinances; did I not ſo 
often hear them ſwear, know them to be 


Breakers of the Sabbath, and find them Adul- 


terers, 


— 
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terers, full of Profaneneſs, and flanderouſly 
miſreporting the Actions of other Men. 
Nay, I ſhould behold them as Saints in 
the World, as juſtly condemning all thoſe 
Actions, which ſo conſtantly ſubjugate ſome 
of their Fellow-creatures to the Penalties in- 
flicted by our Laws upon Delinquents; did 
I not perceive in theſe very Men an almoſt 
abſolute Neglect of all religious Duties, as 
well in public as in private: So that when I 
begin to draw a Contraſt between the great 
and the mean Parts of the Species, I am not 
able, by my own Light, to ſay which ſtands 


faireſt for anſwering the Deſigns of their 


Creation, whether to conclude upon him, 
who wanting almoſt all Things, ſticks at no 
intervening Vice to attain them by ; and be- 
ing in low Life himſelf, condeſcends to low 
Tricks to arrive at their Fruition, running 
himſelf into thoſe chiefly, which are, amongſt 
us, more generally puniſhable ; or upon him 
who, with equal Latitade of thinking, prac- 
tiſes Vices oppoſite to the direct Honour, as 


well as Law, of his Maker, though not ſo 


notoriouſly detrimental to Mankind, as to 
ſubject him to their penal Statutes. 

THEsE kind of Reflections have often drawn 
nearer to a Par, in my Imagination, as to 
the ultimate View of our living here (to wit, 
the Exerciſe of moral Virtues, under divine 
Precept) the Grandees of the Nation, whe 
lord it through their whole Courſes unmo- 
leſted, and thoſe poor abandoned W retches, 
my late female Fellow-priſoners, each of them 
only purſuing the Bent of their Appetites in 


Life; each of them neglecting the — 
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of the divine Principles, which ought to re- 
gulate and govern all their Actions; and 
though theſe more frequently ſmart here be- 
low, and thoſe brave it out ſo peaceably till 
their Diſſolutions; I am at no little loſs to 
determine, which of them makes the moſt 
beneficial Exit; they equally neglecting the 
Will of their Commander, though not all in 
the ſame Inſtances; for as it is not uncom- 
mon for the public Robber to boaſt and glo- 
ry in that he is not a Murderer; and as the 
very Atheiſt, that moſt contemptible of all 
Wretches, may chance to prove the beſt Sub- 
ject and Neighbour, ſo either the Robber or 
Murderer may outſtride him, in ſome ſuch 
Qualification, as may render him, intrinſical- 
ly, the moſt valuable Man. 
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Biddy*s Fear for her Children. Enquires after, 
and finds them by Stringer. Account of the 
Horror of the Proſecutors. Viſit Mrs. New- 


burgh. Lord G---r---d's Account of what 


had befallen him fince he ſaw Biddy. 


Al the inconceivable Delight that accom- 
panied Lord G—-r---d and me, when 

met in private at Mrs. Newburgh's. We were 
all Joy, all Tranſport, all Love; nor were 
we capable of expreſſing it by ſuch outward 
ſignificant Tokens, as our inmoſt Souls ſug- 
geſted to us; having infinite Endearments 
Mill behind, which were not, with . 
, rQ= 
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Propriety, to be introduced. We wept, we 
we ſighed, we ſmiled, we embraced, we would 
have ſpoken, but ſtopt ſhort, with only a 
piercing Look. We could ſcarce imagine 
ourſelves together, nor conceive the juſt Cauſe 
of our Separation; nor could we perſuade 
ourſelves that the preſent Scene was real. We 
had forgotten all paſt Difficulties in a Mo- 
ment, and commixing ſoft Endearments, were 
all Extaſy. | | | 

| NexT to the Enjoyment of my deareſt 
Lord, my then Enquiry was after my Chil- 
dren, who during our rapturous Elevations, 
had found no Place in my Memory; but the 
Reply his Lordſhip made me, that he ex- 

pected them to have been with me, caſt ſuch - 
a Damp over all my Enjoyments, as almoſt | 

to bereave me of my Senſes. + | 

- My dear Lord! faid I, what can have been 
the Fate of my ſweet Infants? Hath your Fa- 
ther, whoſe Aim hath been my Deſtruction, 
ſuffered thoſe Suckers from my Root to ſub- 
fiſt? No, no, my dear Lord! as involved in 
my Guilt, they muſt have been doomed to 
my Puniſnment.— My Eyes will never be- 
hold them more]! Methinks their pretty 
Smiles, which glowed upon their Cheeks, at 
News of meeting you at your Father's, till 
dwell upon my Eye! — ſweet Innocents ! 
— they thought no Harm, ——and drenched 
in Love themſelves, took all for Love around 
them.———— Whither may they not have 


been ſent to What may they not have ſuf- 
fered! For my Servant brought me Word 
trom the Earl's, that they went out in his 
Coach, which returned without them. 

Woe.” —— His 


| 
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His Lordſhip, .at my Report, was ſtruck 
quite dumb; then turning pale as Death, his 
Silence and Surprize furniſhed me with a 
Flow of the blackeft Ideas, relative to his 
Fears for their Safety. My dear Lord! ſaid 
I, why tremble you thus? Surely you are ap- 
prized. of no Cataſtrophe that hath befallen 
them, which you would ſecrete. from me. 
Then burſting into a. violent raving—Alas ! 
my deareſt Babes, ſaid I---Am I now a Mo- 
ther? Are you no more? ——Are my 
fond Arms to preſs your tender Limbs no 
more !----No more infold ye, harmleſs Inno- 
cents! -O! my labouring Heart will ſplit. 
My Mind ſuggeſts more than I dare to 
utter — O! my Children !---- What will be- 
come of me !----W hat is become of you !---- 
Can I ſurvive this Shock They may be 
naurdered:!---No, it cannot be.----Babes ſo in- 
nacent,. what daring Hand could be ſo im- 
pious to maſſacre! — They muſt be living !--- 
But where? —O! where! Who can pre- 
ſerve ye harmleſs like a Mother ?—A Mo- 
ther! ſaid I Yes, I was a Mother. — 
But may be childleſs now. Where are you 
caſt, my lovely ſmiling Offspring! Where 
foſtered, if the Gripe of Death hath ſpared 
you! — For, if you have eſcaped the Slaugh- 
ter, it cannot be that your Grandfather or- 
dained it ſo. Xn 

His Lordſhip had ſat wrapped in Reverie, 
during this Diſplay of my Paſſions; but when 
I had recalled my: Tongue from running on 
thus laviſhly, my Father, ſaid his Lordſhip, 
hath not conſented to their Deaths, or coun- 
ſelled it, we may aſſure ourſelves. I cannot 


yet 
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yet encourage the Admiſſion of a Thought 
ſo ſhocking. He may have diſpoſed of them 
to diſtreſs us, but ſtill, I perſuade myſelf, they 
are living; yet how to arrive at a Certainty, 
where, I cannot comprehend, without an 
Application to him for that Purpoſe. 

My Lord, ſaid I, Stringer hath hitherto 
proved your Father's Inſtrument, in every 
Attempt to our Prejudice, and, undoubtedly, 
as well knows what is become of them, as 
he did of your Lordſhip. Let me then in- 
treat you, my dear Lord, rather to pardon 
Stringer all his Villainy, than not to gain the 
Knowledge of this Point; for to procure his 
Liberty, you may conclude that he will heſi- 
tate at no Diſcovery he can make us. 

No, my Dear, ſaid his Lordſhip, rather 
let us wait the Time appointed by Provi- 
dence, for revealing it to us, than for any 
Gratification to ourſelves, according to the 
Diſcharge of a Crime ſo offenſive to Heaven, 
and injurious to human Society as Stringer's. 
We ſhall but render ourſelves Participants of 


his Guilt, ſhould we ſuffer it to paſs unpu- 


niſhed. | 
THovuGcH theſe Arguments of his Lord- 
ſhip's were convictive of my Judgment, yet 
could they not quiet the Violence of my In- 
clination for the Knowledge I ſo much wiſh'd 
after, nor could I permit it to reſt here; for 
applying to Mrs. Newburgh, from whom 1 


had heard many Reports of the Capacity of 


of her Brother's Book-keeper, I entreated her 
to ſend for him, that I might charge him 
with a Conference I ſhould propoſe between 

| R 2 him 
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him and Stringer, if he would be io good as 
to engage in it. 

THAT good Woman, proud ftill of con- 
ferring any Obligation upon me, procured 
him for me inſtantly ; who being a very ſen- 
fible Man, and coming upon Stringer, during 
the melting Moments of his firft Dejection, 
an Hour had not paſſed before his Return, 
with an Account that he had fo far ſucceeded 
in his Negotiation, as to have fixed the Spot 
of mv Children's Reſidence, though Stringer, 

he ſaid, was ſo overborne with Horror, that 

did his Life depend upon it, he could not 
name the Town; but as it was impoſſible but 
his Lordſhip muſt know it, he ſaid, Stringer 
had aſſured him, they were all with the Maf- 
ter and Miſtreſs of a Charity-School of the 
Earl of B-----n's Foundation in Lancaſbire, 
which, he doubted not, would be ſufficient 
Direction to his Lordſhip. 

F EXPRESSED the Senſe I had of the Book- 
keeper's Obligation; and added, that my 
Condition in Dublin had hitherto been ſuch, 
as had diſqualified me from gratifyeng him, 
in the Manner my Inclination tended to; but 
I doubted not, but before | left the City, [ 
ſhould be capable of returning the Favour he 
had done me. 

As I was turning from him, he begged a 
Word or two more with me, that he might, 
on both Sides, candidly diſcharge the Conh- 
dence repoſed in him. He ſaid, that the 
Scene he had juſt then been prefent at, was 
abſolutely the moſt ſhocking that human Na- 
ture could exhibit: For that at his firſt Intro- 
duction to the Room of their Confinement, 

| S{ringer 


 _mwOwn LITE. 185 
Stringer was lying proſtrate, with his Face 
to a Stone-floor, ſobbing in the moſt bitter 
manner imaginable, and every now-and-then, 
raiſing his Head, he wrung his Hands, and 
then ſmote his Face againſt the Ground again, 
in perfect Deſperation. | 
THAT at the Right-hand of Stringer ſtood 
a Woman, ſtamping and raving, and under 
the moſt extravagant Flow of "Fears he had 
ever beheld, but curſing Stringer with the 
horrideſt Imprecations that the Fancy of Man 
could invent. | 
THAT a well-drefſed Man was fitting on 


the Ground at Stringer's Feet, with his Face 


buried between his Knees, groaning moſt la- 
mentably, whilſt an elderly, ill-looking Fel- 
low, who neither cried, or raved, walked 
ſlowly muſing, backward and forwards, as 
under the moſt conſummate Lejection and 


Deſpair. 


He added, that the Gloomineſs of the Place, 
and the different Attitudes of its Inhabitants, 
wrought ſo upon his Imagination, as that he 
almoſt conceived himſelf to have entered the 
Manſions of the Damned, which ſtruck him 
with ſuch Horror, as at firſt to incapacitate 
him for any Service, till ſomewhat familia- 
rized to it by Continuance, he raiſed Stringer 
from his Reverie, who, at firſt Glance, 
looked more like a Demon, than a living 
Man, his Face being bloated and ſwollen in- 
to the ſtrangeſt Form imaginable. 

Trar upon an Explanation of hie Meſ- 
ſage, and ſome little Conference with him, 
he ſeemed all Submiſſion, and then, condemn- 


R 3 ged 


ing himſelf for his paſt Tranſactions, he beg- 
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ged him to aſſure me, that, deſirous of aton- 
ing, ſo far as he was able, for his late Miſ- 
conduct, he would conceal Hothing from me 
that I ſhould require of him; for that he had 
but too long been the Dupe of the Earl my 
Father, againſt whom he then exclaimed moſt 
vehemently, as the Deſtroyer both of his fu- 
ture Peace in this World, and his Proſpects 
in that to come; concluding with intreating 


ſuch Favour from myſelf and his Lordſhip, 


as the Remembrance of what he had been 


might occaſion, and that ſome Years of his 
paſt Life might be wholly buried in Obli- 


vion. 


No ſooner was the Book-keeper” s Back 


turned upon me, than running to my dear 
Lord, and claſping him in my Arms, with 
violent Emotion; ; my Children are found, 
my Children are found, ſaid I; Heaven, amidſt 
their Parents Sufferings, hath preſerved them, 
(I hope) for our future Comfort. 

His Lordfhip was alt Ear for Intelligence, 
where they could be; preſſing me, without 
turther Preface, to declare it: When I re- 
jated the whole Paſſage between Stringer and 
the Book-keeper, and that they were at his 
Father's Charity-ſchool in Eancaſbire; with 
which, as they were ſtil] fo very young, he 
ſeemed not greatly diſpleaſed ; but hoped, he 
ſaid, as they muſt have been ſent under the 
Care of ſome Woman of his Father's Nomi- 
nation, no Accident might have befallen them 
by the Way. 

I avoi1DeD. all Inquiries into the Manner 


of his Lordſhip's Detention from me, till the 
next Day; not being _ either with Atten- 


tion, 
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tion, or Patience, to have waited out his 
Relation, without the Inter poſition of a thou- 


ſand Things of my own, all crowding upon 


each other for Utterance; and in the Morn- 
ing, his Lordſhip acknowledged, that he had, 


for the very ſame Reaſon, declined. a parti- 


cular Inquiry into my Affairs, in his Abſence ; 
but we had both promiſed ourſelves an Exceſs 
of Satisfaction, at indulging over each others 
Conflicts. 

[ PRI D my Reſpects to Mrs. Newburgh the 
next Morning, when, contrary to my Fears 
for her Sake, I found her no ways preju- 
diced, from her Attendance at the Seſſions 


on my Account; but rather ſtronger, and 


better than ſhe was before: Inſomuch, that 
ſhe told me, ſhe purpoſed to riſe, and if her 
Strength would permit her, to fit up Part of 
the Afternoon. 

I TOLD her, that if it would not be diſ- 
agreeable to her, Lord G--r--d had the 
ſtrongeſt Inclination for paying hls Regards 


to a Lady, to whom he for ever muſt con- 


feſs his Obligations, for the Tenderneſs ſhe 
had expreſſed for me; to which ſhe replied, 
that as ſhe hoped to be able to receive him, 
no one ſhould be more welcome to her. 

SHE received us in her Chair, not yet be- 
ing able to ſtand; but my deareſt Lord, after 
fluting her, became ſo affected by the Sight 
of one, that for my Sake, he held ſo dear 
to him, as ſcarce to be capable of form- 


ing a regular Acknowledgment of her Fa- 


vours; till after ſome Converſation with her, 
he grew not e laviſh of the moſt a | 


* 
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Returns, but in ſo polite a Manner too, as 
entirely charmed her. | 

Havins an earneſt Deſire, that his Lord- 
ſhip's Account of his Detention from me, 
ſhould be delivered in Mrs. Newburgh's Pre- 
ſence, I then ventured to put the Queſtion, 
how it was poſſible for him to have been ſe- 
creted from my Knowledge, ſo ſuddenly ? 
And to have been confined ſo cloſely, as not 
to have had it in his Power to ſend me ſome 
Account of himſelf ? 

My dear Biddy, ſaid he, you are not inſen- 
ſible, with what Reluctance I anſwered my 

Father's Summons, for dining with him, in 
the affirmative, before I laſt left you in En- 
gland; but being arrived at his Houſe, the 
paternal Affection he received me with, might 
have betrayed a more ſuſpicious Heart than 
mine, into the ſame Dilemma that 1 fell un- 
-der. He embraced me, as the moſt fond and 
loving Father : Son, ſaid he, T am forry your 
Affairs cannot be brought to accord to my 
Inclination, but ſince that is become imprac- 
ticable, I am refolved to reduce my Pleaſure 
to them: For I have been reflecting, that 
- fince you are pleaſed with them, and as I ſhall 
probably, have but a ſhort Time to be fen- 
Kble of them, it will behove me to contri- 
bute all that in my Power lies, toward as good 
an Underſtanding between us, as poffible. 

I am now fully convinced, that your Af- 


-feQions are fixed upon a virtuous Object, 


which hath no ſmall Share in my : Satisfac- 
tion, and as what is paſt, cannot be recalled ; 
Pray how does my Daughter Biddy? And 
ow my little Grand-children? My Bowels 


yeal B 
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yearn ſo after them, that I could wiſh you 
had brought them with you, for my Bleſ- 


ſing. 


I REPLIED, that his Words were ſweeter 
to me, than the Addition of Millions to my 
Fortune. I preſt his Hand, fell upon my 
Knees, embraced him, and imploring his 
Bleſſing, aſſured him, that the glorious 
Day which had reſtored me to his Favour, 
ſhould annually be celebrated by me, as the 
moſt auſpicious Feſtival, during my whole 
Life : For that no Event could have offered 
me Cauſe for ſo joytul a Commemoration. 
_ Hs ſeemed ſo perfectly free, and in ſuch a 
Flow of good Humour with me, as diſſipated 
every Scruple of his Sincerity; and again, 
longing for a Sight of his Grandchildren, I 
replied, that if it was his Pleaſure, I would 
forthwith ſend for them. By all Means, ſaid 
he, or the Satisfaction he purpoſed to himſelf 
from Reconciliation with me, would prove 
but incompleat ; and though it might be too 
much at once, to load himſelf with the Plea- 
ſure, my Wife's Preſence would afford him; 
yet, when I had previouſly apprized her of it, 
he would unfold his Boſom to her too, and 
receive her into it next his Heart. 5 
Uro which, I immediately wrote to you 
for the Children; on whoſe Entry, had any 


one but been a Spectator as I was, of the ſeem- 


ing Joy my Father received them with, he 
muſt have concluded, that his whole Soul had 
iſſued to them, at each fond Period. 

Ee kept one or other of them upon his Knee, 
for the whole Time till Dinner appeared; 
trifling, toying, and remarking upon their 

| every 
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every Speech, and Geſture; and had they 
been his own, and himſelf the moſt indulgent 
Parent, he could not have ſignified his Aﬀec- 
tion, by a greater Variety of rapturous Ex- 
preſhons. | | 
JusT before we ſat down to Table, there 
came in two Gentlemen, ſeemingly of the 
Army, by their Dreſs. They were both Stran- 
gers to me, but appeared perfectly intimate 
with my Father ; when, to have heard how he 


laviſhed forth his affectionate Sallies of his 


Grandchildren to them, who would have ſuſ- 
pected them to have been leſs precious to him, 
than his own Heart's Blood. 

DurinG our Meal, one of the Stranger's 
informed my Father, that his Horſes were ar- 
rived, and waited his Orders, how he would 
have them diſpoſed of; my Father ſeemed 
highly rejoiced, that they were come ſafe into 
the River, and aſked Abundance of Queſtions 
about them, and by their Anſwers I ſoon per- 
ceived them to belong to the Seas. At length, 
my Father fearing, he ſaid, that the Fatigue 
would be too great for him, ſhould he go to 
look after their Landing himſelf ; Son, ſaid 
he, ſhall I get you to ſupply my Place ? For 
methinks, now they are ſo near me, it would 
heartily vex one, ſhould any accident happen 
to them ; and Sailors are ſuch ignorant and 
ſelf-witted Fellows, that ten to one, but they 
receive ſome Damage, through their Careleſs- 
neſs, without ſome one, with Authority, to 
overlook them. Theſe Gentlemen will ac- 
company you, the Veſſel lies but at Black-wall 
they fay, and if Iam rightly informed, if ! 
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can but land them ſafe, there will ſcarce be 
ſuch another Set in Europe. 

WIA leſs could I have done, after ſo ma- 

Proofs of his Love to me, than' to have 
offered myſelf to the Duty ; nor waited we 
longer than for the Diſcharge of the 'Table, 
before my Father ordering his own Coach to 


the Door, I took the two Gentlemen with me 


upon the Expedition, my Father aſſuring me, 
that if I returned not in proper Time, himſelf 
would take Care of the Children. 

Wæ᷑ꝝ quitted the Coach at the Tower, and 
took Oars to Black-wall, where we ſaw a ve 
ſnug Veſſel, which I was informed the Horſes 
were on board of. We were no ſooner on 
board it, than we were uſhered into the Ca- 
bin, where a large Bowl of Punch waited us, 
the Maſter inſiſting upon our firſt regaling 
over that a little, before we fell to Buſineſs. 

He plying us fo faſt, and drilling us on fo 
long, under Pretence that the Barge was not 
yet arrived for receiving them; I began to 
grow very uneaſy, leſt we ſhould not have 

Day-light for the Operation ; when they, per- 
ceiving that I would admit of no longer Delay, 
conducted me down the Hatch-way, in order 
to take a View of the noble Creatures, they 
had before been ſo greatly commending. 

Here it was, that I perceived the firſt un- 
diſguiſed Tokens of my Father's real Affecti- 
on: For being deſired to walk in a ſmall En- 
cloſure beneath the ſecond Deck, I was there 
given to underſtand by my Companions, that 
the Diſpleaſure I had occaſioned to my Father, 
was to be repaid to myſelf, by Exile : For that 
| ſhould ſee England no more, till my —_ | 
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had relinquiſhed all Claim to me, and teſtified 
it, by her Marriage to ſome other Man. 

. It is ſcarce to be preſumed, that my Pati- 
_ ence ſhould hold out for a further Relation: 
So that ſtarting into a violent Paſſion, I began 
to rave and ſtorm prodigiouſly ; but was re- 
ſtrained from Action, having been deſired to 
leave my Sword in the Cabin, that being an 


Inſtrument moſt improper, for deſcending the 


Ship with. | 

I SHOULD certainly have murdered one or 
both of them, could I have accommodated my- 
ſelf with any thing adapted for the Pupoſe ; 
but my ſingle Arms, againſt two Juſty raw- 
boned Ruffians, whom I now looked upon, as 
Deſperadoes in Diſguiſe, would but, as T then 
apprehended, have drawn upon me unavoid- 
able Vengeance, which, as I was ſo entirely 
at their Mercy, would have proved an egre- 
gious Act of Indiſcretion. jt 

I coNSIDERED with myſelf, my preſent 
Situation; that the Foundation of my Misfor- 
tune aroſe from my Father, under whoſe ſole 
Authority, I doubted not, but theſe Men pro- 
ceeded. That I was then wholly diveſted of 
every Means of Aſſiſtance, and muſt therefore 
implicitly ſubmit myſelf to their Guidance. 
To reſiſt, would but the more entangle me, 
; _ to prevail thereby, would prove impoſſi- 

6 | 

I was locked into a little Cabin by myſelf, 
during theſe Reflections, where I waited for 
about the Space of three Hours, alone, and in 
utter Darkneſs; which I preſume, was their 
Method of ſeaſoning me, for reducing me to 
a compliant Temper, in Expectation of rw 
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like Treatment, for repeated Refractorineſs; 
but as ſtriving againſt the Stream, would not 
releaſe me from a Moment's Bondage, or pro- 
cure me the leaſt Reſpite from their Tyranny, 
I put the beſt Face I could upon it, neither by 
my Speech or Behaviour, giving them the leaſt 
Pretence for Maletreatment ef me. 

WE had now been on board for near a 


Month; they having promiſed me, that ſo 


ſoon as we were out of the Channel, I ſhould 
have. the Uſe of the Ship unmoleſted. 'This 
proved an extraordinary Solace to me; but a 
W Days after, as they told me it was, (for I 
had as yet been bleſſed with no other Light 
than that of a Candle to divide my Time by) 
a Letter was brought to me, with Pen, Ink, 
and Paper, and I was deſired to tranſcribe it. 
. HavinG peruſed the Contents, and find- 
ing them highly diſagreeable to me, I refuſed 
to engage myſelf in an Affair, of which I could 
by no Means gueſs at the Conſequence, or 
poſſibly expect the leaſt Benefit to redound te 
myſelf from. To ſaid little more, ſave that 
it muſt be done, and that Time would diſcover 
who were to be Maſters: Then taking away | 
my Candle, they locked me in, and left me. 
 AccokpinG: to my beft Gueſs, it muſt 
have been eight or ten Hours afterwards, that 
I ſaw either of them again; when they brought 
me an Allowanee of Beef, and a Biſcuit, with- 
out the leaſt Word dropt of my Non-compli- 
ance, as to the Letter. Being very hungry, 


I fed heartily upon it, but when done, requir- 
ing ſome Drink, I was told, that T ſhould have 
it when J had deſerved it. 
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I vERILY believe, they had either ſalted 
my Meat in ſome extraordinary Manner, or 
applied ſomewhat worſe to it, meerly to di- 
ſtreſs me beyond Meaſure : For that in leſs 
than an Hour after I had eaten it, I was ſo 
oppreſſed by Drought,” that I thought I 
ſhould have periſhed. I knocked, I called, I 
endeavoured to force my Way through the 
Boards of my Cabin ; but all to no manner 
of Purpoſe, not the leaſt Succour appeared, 
till my Sufferings were ſo extravagant, that 
I feared I ſhould have gone diſtracted, to 
which, my ſo often calling, and raving aloud, 
had not a little contribute. 

Ar length, Help arrived but clogged 
with ſuch Conditions, as 1 * have cho- 
ſen immediate Death, to have avoided; nei- 
ther ſhould any T hing, but the Dread of 
lingering for an uncertain Time, in the 
Wretchedneſs 1 endured, have ever obtained 
my Conſent. 5715 

THz Letter was again tendered to me to 
copy, by one of them, whilſt the other held 
a Jug of Water in one Hand, and an empty 
Wine-glaſs i in the other. I. was ſo intent 
upon the Liquor, that I attended but little to 


what was ſaid about, the Letter; but was 


ſoon given to underſtand, that all the Satiſ- 
faction to redound from. that, muſt be ob- 
ined, through my ready Compliance with 

0 that having engaged to perform it, 
7 bad a ſmall. Glaſs of. Water given me, to 
allay my ier e with full Aſſurance 
of a5 much as I ſhould ae er, * Com- 
pletion of my Ta. | 
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BEING thus, ſo ſorely againſt my Inclina- 
tion, driven to the ca er of a Pertorm- 
ance, I furiouſly engaged therein, for the 
Gratification that was to ſucceed ; and though 
I ſtrove to conceal my own Hand therein as 
much as poſſible, that you, my Dear, might 
give the leſs Credit to it; yet when finiſhed, 
I was ſenſible, that my Attempt had proved 
ineffectual: For I could no ways diſguiſe it 
as I would have done. | 175 
O! Tax Retreſhment of the ſucceeding 
Draught, was more eſtimable to me, than 


all the World beſides could have been, with- 


out it. Nature was never ſenſible of ſo ſud- 
den a Tranſition, from Miſery to Felicity. 
The Letter I have now mentioned, was what 
brought you hither, for the barbarous Pur- 
poſes you have now been {ſo miraculouſly 
freed from; but it gives me no light Tran- 
ſport, in that their Artillery hath been turn- 
ed againſt themſelves, even in what I look- 
ed upon as the moſt infelicitous Part of my 
whole Tranſactions in Life, that Letter: 
For had that not been wrote by me, where- 
by I might have expected you at Mrs. New- 
burgb's, how could it have been poſſible, in 
the Nature of Things, for me ever to have 
ſought you here? And yet, as your coming 
hither ſeemed ſo neceſſary, in the Courſe of 
the Proſecution of their black Deſigns, I 
doubt not but Means would have been prac- 
tiled, for betraying you into this Snare, as 
effectually, as my Letter did; tho” I had 
perſiſted to Death, in not writing it. 

ITE next Day they brought me a ſecond 


Mr. 
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Mr. B—#g, my Banker, to ſtop Payment of 
any Money but to my Order; which, as I 
was in Hopes of his not extending to your- 
ſelf, and my paſt Diſtreſs recurring to my 
Mind, I finiſhed without further Argument 
from my Proſecutors, upon my firſt Heſitati- 
on at it, than that it was not in ſuch Haſte, 
but I might defer it till reduced to my late 
Extremity, if I ſaw fit; the very Dread of 
which, ſo wrought me to cool Reaſoning 
with myſelf, that without a Reply, I went 
through with it. 211 


WE were now diſcharged of the Channel, 
and | was admitted on Deck; but without 


Arms, and for ſome Days, ſtrictly watched, 
and locked up nightly ; till the Ship, and my 
Circumſtances on board, growing more fa- 
miliar to me, I took Notice to my Governors, 
how unneceſlary the Caution they uſed with 
regard to me was: For ſaid I, here are ſix- 
teen Hands on board, excluſive of the Maſ- 
ter and ourſelves ; now, is it to be imagined, 
Jam ſuch a Fury, that ſhould a Weapon 
come to my Hand, I ſhould kill you all, be- 
fore I ſhould meet the fame Fate myſelf ? 


Or, ſuppoſe I could, what would become of 


the Ship, under my Direction? If I could 
not, then why all this Guard upon me ? Can 
you preſume, that in caſe I am not locked 
in every Night, I ſhall jump over board, and 
run away ? Whence then proceeds this Child- 
iſh Inſecurity you ſeem to be under, with re- 
gard to me? | 


I Au too well affured, ſaid I, that I lie 
at your Mercy, and am, and muſt be too 
dependant upon your Smiles and Frowns, to 


ſuffer 


1 
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ſuffer me to thwart your Determinations : 
Then ſince, my Father hath appointed you 
my Guardians, and I am to ſubmit to his Will, 
let us make Life as comfortable to each other 
as we can, whilſt we are together, and not by 
an Auſterity of one Side, or a Dread of the 
other, render our Beings miſerable. 

THE Compoſure wherewith I expreſſed 

myſelf, brought them into my Way of 
Thinking; from which Time I lay above 
Deck; and acted like other reaſonable Crea- 
tures, under .little or no Inſpection. 
I was fearful of enquiring to what Part 
of the World we were failing, leſt it ſhould 
give Offence, and on that Account often 
ſtifled. it; but thought I, as that can't long 
be a Secret to me after my Debarkation, and 
I can poſſibly make no ill Uſe of my Know- 
ledge in the mean Time, I will put the Que- 
ſtion, let what will happen. Whilſt we 
were all over a Bowl of Punch one Day, 
and my Governors ſeemingly very merry, I 
demaaded of the oe. 8 one er he was 
bound 7 2 X13 

THE Captain (who, by the Way, 1 had 
wo heard called by a Cant Name yet) re- 
plied, to the Coaſt of Africa. To what 
Port Captain, ſaid I? when, before he could 
anſwer, one of my Guardians, (who went 
by the Name of Fobns, as the other did by 
that of Willi) demanded why that Queſtion'? 
Have you more Buſineſs 1 one Port than 
another. 2 I replied, that it was meerly a 
Matter of Fancy, for want of ſomewhat to 
ſay, that my Requeſt flowed from; but if it 
was any ways a Secret, I deſired it might re- 
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main ſo: For that my Inclination tended not 
ſo ſtrongly to a Diſcovery, as to put me upon 
the Trouble of repeating my Queſtion. Nay, 
nay, ſaid Wills, the Conſequence is very 
trifling, you may make yourſelf eaſy, we 
are deſtined to an Harbour, whitherto you 
will never arrive with us. 
THAT Sentence, and the Manner it was 
ſpoken in, ſtruck a Chill to my very. Soul : 
So that no ways capable of a further Partici- 
pation in their Good-fellowſhip, after wait- 
ing for ſuch Time only, as not to be ſuſpect- 
ed of deſerting them abruptly, I withdrew 
to my little Cabin, where caſting myſelf up- 
on my little Bed® I fell into ſuch a Train of 
Reflections, as might moſt; naturally lead me 
to a Comprehenſion, of what was deſigned 
againſt me. 8 - vidittag- a 
Having of myſelf, no Knowledge for 
foreign Countries, or of thelr Traffick, 
Manners, or Cuſtoms; but having often 
heard of Perſons being ſold for Slaves, and 
that Death itſelf was preferable to the Seve- 
rities they were uſed with ; I could conceive 
no readier Application of Wills's Speech, than 
to a View they might have of diſpoſing me in 
that miſerable Way. 83 7 
THESE Conſiderations threw me into ſuch 
a State of Diſconſolation, as to augment my 
Affliction, proportionably, to the Number 
of Years I might in Poſſibility continue in 
it; till at length, I grew ſo deſperate upon 
the Conceit of it, that I came to a Reſoluti- 
on, as the ſafeſt, and ſhorteſt Remedy, to 
make away with myſelf , direQly upon our 
making Shore, | 


% 
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5 Lua thought over this hotrid Action ſs 
often, till I had pertectly reconciled, not on- 
ly the Neceſſity of the Fact, but even the 
ö Deed itſelf, under that Neceſſity, both to 
p as Reaſon and Conſcience; and having ef- | 
t tabliſhed it as my Principle, I became much 
more eaſy and jocund, for the Time to come; 
$ inſomuch, that my Melancholy, which laſt- 
: ed but for two or three Days, and had been 
= imputed by me to Illneſs, was credited by 


— my Overſeets, to have proceeded from that 
Source only, and was taken no further Notice 
v V FP 1 

_ Mx Lord's Relation having taken up ſo 
pf much Time, and Mrs. Newburgh, appearing 
1 to me to have ſat till ſhe was grown fatigued, 


d I propoſed breaking off here, and proceeding 

the next Afternoon, if it would be agreeable 
or to her. She thanked me for my Concern, 
K, and expreſſed how impatient ſhe ſhould be, 
en till his Lordſhip had, in her Preſence, eon- 
nd cluded his Narrative. 5 


e- Wt | | 


Lord G——r——@s Story continued. Sends 
for Remittances from London, Writes a- 

bout his Children, Commences Profecution 
vgainſt Stringer und be 1eſft. 
M* 8. Newburgh notifying her Readineſs 
1% to receive his Lordſhip the next Day, 
we inſtamly waited upon her; when Lord 
=-, without any farther Ceremony _— 
5 er 


| 
| 


200 Thee HISTORY. of 


her Requeſt, proceeded with his Story from te 
where he had before broken off. ſe 

Wr had been upwards of three Months F 
on board, ſaid he, and as I heard the Sailors 2 
diſcourſing, were not many Days Sail from n 
the Line, when ſuch a Gale aroſe at South- 
Eaſt, as drove us ſeveral Days from our 
Courſe; ; till at length, heightning to a Storm, 
the whole Crew were in the utmoſt Conſter- 
nation; inſomuch, that by its Increaſe, and 
Continuance, the Captain himſelf had given 
the Shi p over for loſt. 

WxE had ſuffered extremely in our Sails, 
and Rigging, and our Maſts were all more 
or leſs damaged; even ſo far, as to be almoſt 
uſeleſs, as to the Guidance of the Ship; but 
what terrified the Crew moſt apparently, was 
ſome Injury ſhe had taken in her Hold, 
wherein the Water was riſen pad of 
four Feet, in twelve Hours. 

Tu diſmal Proſpect of our Adair. kept 
every Hand upon Duty ; nor were the Cap- 
tain, or my Guardians, a whit leſs active 
than the reſt; for theſe latter, were ſubject 
to ſuch unſpeakable Horrors, that the 
wrought at the Pumps Night; and Day, far 
more like Slaves than Paſſengers, the Tears 
all the while (trickling down their Cheeks, 

and they themſelves groaning, and eng 
their Fate moſt miſerably. 

Wills having quitted his Poſt, for ha Re- 
cruit of his Breath and Strength, only till he 
mould be enabled again to reſume it, and ob- 
ſerving me to ſtand idle, and unconcernedly 
leaning againſt the Front of the Quarter- 
deck, with my Arm in a Loophole there, 


to 
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to keep by Body ſteady (for the Ship work'd 
ſo that I could not otherwiſe have kept my 
Feet) attacked me in a furious Paſſion, for 
appearing fo indolent, in a Time of fach im- 
minent Danger. | | | 

Wrar is the Matter with you, Wills, 

ſaid I, what are you afraid of drowning ? as 
for my own Concern, this is the moſt plea- 
ſurable Part of the Voyage to me; nay, 
Joy encreaſes, with what you idly call Dan- 
ger. —— Prithee Man | cry not, nor wring 
your Hands thus. I took you for a Man of 
Spirit; but can calmly laugh, and make 
a Scoff of your Inquietude now. 

War the Devil ſtand you lounging away 
your Time here for! ſaid Wills, can't you 
yet underſtand that all our Efforts are too 
weak to keep her above Water. Can't you 
perceive yourſelf within a Thought of pe- 
riſh ing? Behave like a Man, our Lives de- 
mand your Strength; clap an Hand to the 
Pump, or we muſt all be at the Bottom by 
Morning. It wanted then about an Hour to 
* 

ooR Wills! replied I, What can fuch 
Courage as yours dread? you, who are Hero 
enough to oppreſs a naked Man, and drag 
him from his Country, his Family, his 
Friends [Let us fink ; what have I to 
do with that ? Am I now in my own 
Way, purſuing my own Inclinations ? or, 
An I be leſs ſo at the Bottom of the Ocean, 
than upon theſe Waters ? If you would 
but reflect a little, we ſhould ſoon be agreed, 
that you have no more Buſineſs above Water 
than I have; then why ſhould we boggle at 
44 ſinking 
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ſinking together, rather than ſwimming ? 
Your own Choice led you and Johns hither, 
to guard me, and will you not, think you, 
have faithfully diſcharged your Truſt, in pur- 
ſuing me to the Bottom: Comfort your- 
ſelf with that Reflection, If you are in 


a good Cauſe, that will chear you, never fear. 
Ss me of no Cauſes, good or bad, ſaid. 


he; no Hand ought to be uſeleſs in the Di- 
ftreſs we are all in; are not all our Beings at 
Stake? | | 

I an aſhamed of thy Affliction, Wills, ſaid 


I; for it plainly indicates to me, that you are 


a rank Coward, a mean-ſpirited Villain, in 
your Heart ; one that can with Greedineſs 
oppreſs, but ſuffer no Oppreſſion.— Why 
Wills, added I, Death is no more to me than 
Sleep.----l tell thee, Conſcience charges me 
with no baſe Crimes to be repented of; 
J have injured no Man, diſtreſſed no Man, 
nor hath my Hand ever felt the Weight of a 
Bribe, to blind my Compaſſion, or ſet me at 
Defiance with all that is good and ſociable.--- 


I meditate no Man's Ruin; nor meanly con- 
deſcend to barter my Conſcience for Food or 


Raiment. 
War Benefit do you and Fobns think to 
Teap in the Mud of the Sea, for this glorious 


Enterprize ?— Will your Treachery advance 


in Pluto's or Neptune's Courts, think you ?— 
Will your ill-gotten Gains purchaſe you a 
Return from thence ?—Poor heartleſs Man 
can a drowning diſcourage you, whoſe Va- 
lour hath for the whole Voyage been exer- 
ciſed in ſubduing a ſingle Fellow-Traveller, 
and adding daily to his Miſery. 
LorD 
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LoRkp have Mercy upon me! ſaid Wills. 

Fox fhame, Wills, faid I; proftitute not 
that tremendous Name to thy own baſe Pur- 
poſes —W hat ? ſhalt thou crave Mercy, who 


wouldſt ſhew none ?---Have not I intreated for 


your Mercy to me? firſt to ſet me on Shore 
in England; then to allay my Drought ; then 
fo land me any where; and laſtly, but to in- 
form me to what Shore you would convey 
me. Have you complied with any of 
theſe Requeſts ? they would have proved Acts 
of Mercy to me; but were they granted? 
No; then, ſurely, you preferred Ri- 
gour to Mercy, or you would have had Com- 
paſſion on me; and ſhall not that, inſtead of 
this, be deemed the beſt for you? It muſt, 
from your own Principles. — Or is the Caſe 
Mverted now ſelf is concerned in it? | 
Wills, added I, I have ſomewhere read, 
that he who will ſhew no Mercy, ſhall 
have Judgment without Mercy — Think on 
this, Wills, and ſurely, as you failed hither 
under Pay, and are now in your elected Em- 
ployment, you ſhould unrepiningly accept 
your Reward ; whereas, only from Invertion 
of Circumſtances, what you eſteem as the 
worſt of Curſes, muſt be regarded as a Bleſ- 
ling to me. | . ee 
I as verily believe the Ship's ſinking to be 
as unavoidable as you can; but my Sufferings 
under you will improve that into a Bleſſing 
to me, which you ſhrink from as a Misfor- 
tune.—I will not ſay you ſhall never reach 
your Port, as you told me, Wills; but if Pro- 
vidence may in any Caſe be arraigned = 
ie 211; Jn- 
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Unconcern in the Aﬀairs of Men, ſurely that 
of your ſate Arrival muſt be it. 

IT ſhould ſeem to me, Wills, added I, full 
late for ſecreting your vile Purpoſes from me, 
or indeed, for my preſſing for the Knowledge 
of them, when we are both ſo near to the 
Verge of that Country where every the moſt 
_ clandeſtine Fact will be expoſed ; yet, prithee, 
what meant you by my never reaching your 
Port with you ! for that hath given me no 
ſlight Uneaſineſs. 

THz Wind then raiſing and throwing us, 
in ſuch dreadful wiſe, that we could only ſup- 
port ourſelyes whilſt clinging to Parts of the 
Ship; and the Timber giving ſuch ſudden 
Cracks and Jerks, as if ſhe was every Moment 
{plitting to Pieces; Willi, ſinking on hisKnees, 
in a moſt moving and penitential Manner, beg- 
ged my Foegiveneſs for all the Injury he had 
done me; conſeſſing, that his Crimes had but 
too juſtly merited his approaching Fate; and 
added, that in Order ſtill to have increaſed 
their Gains, Fobns and he had concerted the 
Sale of me, at the firſt proper Market they 
| ſhould have arrived at; believing that no 
News would be more acceptable tomy Father, 
than that of my Death, confidering how bit- 
terly he had inveighed againſt me; ſo that 
their Intent was, he ſaid, upon their Return, 
to inform my Father, that I had died on the 
Voyage. 

Wills ſmote his Breaſt, and wept prodigi- 
ouſly ; ; but had ſcarce concluded his Story, 
when with a ſtupendous Crafh, as we funk 
from the Height of a Wave, the Veſſel ſplit 


aſunder, hanging bus by a Plank or two on 
the 
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the Outſide, which the next Wave broke off; 
and with the Forepart of the Ship, ſunk every 
Soul on board her but myſelf, who, was ſtill 
preſerved, above Water, meerly by my Arm 
hanging, as I ſaid before, in the Loophole. 

I nap ſome Time fot Thought, it is true; 
but expected no leſs every Moment than to 
have followed the reſt of the Crew; — tho? I 
reſolved not to let go my Hold, let what would 
happen; when, providentially, the Stern ſink- 
ing firſt, raiſed the Part I ſtood at above Wa- 
ter, horizontally; and the Wind ſoon after 
lowering, I mounted aſtride, upon the brok- 
en Edge of the Upper-deek; and in that Con- 
dition, was driven about at the Mercy of the 
Waves fer upwards of w,]o Days. On the 
third Morning, at Peep of Day, to my 
inexpreſſible Joy, I beheld a Veſſel bearing 
down upon; me; to which; making the beſt 
Signals in my Power, ſhe-ſanther Boat, an 
took me on board hen. 


Intl 22 1 te 
I happened to he a Veſſel from Matanſord, 


Captain Maggee, Commander, ho had ſuf- 
fered ſo; immoderately in the late Storm, that 
had it not been for me Abatement, of the 
Wind, I might almoſt as well have been on 
board my Wreck {til 3: hqwever, we made 
hard ſhift te get her into Cape Vincent, one, of 
the Cape de Verd lands, where, under great 
Difficulty, and the Loſs. of ſevexal Months 
Employment, we fitted her for our-Paſſage-to 
this Kingdom; the Maſter and Crew. having 
firſt fat in Judgment upen her, and con- 
demned her as incapable, of ſuſtaining a Voy- 
age to the Bay of Bengall, whitherto ſhe was 
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Orr Port, as aid before, was Waterford ; 
but being in our Return driven by Streſs of 
* Weather, along the Coaſt of England, and the 
Veſſel not able to bear up againſt a rough Sea, 
we gained an Opportunity of running her into 
Dublin Bay, where I landed; but had no man- 
ner of Apprehenſion of my dear Biddy's 
tarrying here ſo long without me; in caſe you 
had, in Compliance with myLetter, croſſed the 
Sea to this Kingdom at all; but, however, 
as I was ſo near to the Place I had directed 
you to, I: could not quit the Kingdom with- 

e Do RD OTIS 
Lost needs ſay, Captain Maggee is a 
meſt gentlemanlike and humane Man; for 
informing him of my Name, Family, and 
Adventures, tho? offered him my Purſe, in 
which was more than I believe he would have 
demanded for my Paſſage, he told me, that at 
ſo great a Diſtance” as I'was from Home, I 
muſt neceſſarily want Money before I arrived 
there; therefore, he<.often making the Trip 
of London, would wait upon me there, which 
he preſumed might be a more convenient 
Place for me to pay him at, than in a ſtrange 
Country. 13H es HOP 34614744 e den 
Thus, Ladies, ſaid my dear Lord, ha 
brought myſelf on Shore again, - where I 
landed but the third Day from this; but 


how providentially, to clear up your Inno- 


cence, my Dear, I hope ever to abound with 
too much Gratitude to forget; neither doubt 
1 but before I leave! Dublin, td recriminate 


upon the Authors of our Diſtreſſee. 


Hs Lordſhip having concluded, Mrs. New 


burgb was ſo captivated with his Lordſhip's 
Manner of relating it, that ſhe even laviſhed 
out 
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out her Encomiums to Bankruptcy ; nor had 
ſhe Store of Compliments left to ſupply the 
then Exigency of her Inclination; but with her, 
Breath, having nearly. exhauſted her Spirits 
too, we took our Leaves of her for that Night, 
and retreated to our own Apartment. 


z 


His Lordſhip wrote by: the firſt Pacquet 


for Remittances, which in due Time arrived; 


and alſo to the School-maſter, where his Chil- 
dren were lodged, , commanding him at his 
Peril, not to part with them even to his Pa- 
tron himſelf, upon any Pretence whatſoever; 
for that he would; require them at his Hands. 
So far as wasconſiſtent with the Deference 
] always paid to his Lordſhip's Opinion, I was 
againſt this Method of Proceeding, leſt the 
Schook-maſter informing his Father of it, he 
ſhould recal them from him; which in my 
Comprehenſion he could not withſtand; and 
in that Caſe, his- Father might otherwiſe ſo 
diſpoſe of them, that we might never find 


them again; or at leaſt, not without infinite 


Difficulty; but his Lordſhip convinced me 
of my Miſtake: For can you imagine, my 
dear Biddy, ſaid he, that Syinger, when he 
recovers himſelf, agaifi wilb not acquaint my 
Father of the Information he las given us, afid 
of his Diſappointment by my Means? And 
that he will not ſtill ſeek my Father's further 
Countenance, by contriving other Miſchiefs 
againſt us? And then, my Father may aim at 
withdrawing them; but when the Maſter ſhall. 
have received my poſitive Commands. to the 
contrary, he will be cautious how he acts over 
officiouſly, for bis own Sake, leaſt himſelf 


ſhould feel the Weight of my Reſentment. 
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Warn we had thus ſettled theſe Affairs, 


his Lordſhip employed a Sollicitor, and a 


Counſellor, againſt the Criminals ; and as he 
was adviſed, proceeded againſt them firft, as 
joint Accomplices for a Conſpiracy againſt 


me; on which Action, he recovered four 


thouſand Pounds Damages. Then he proſe- 
cuted them, and convicted them all upon 
the Perjury; whereupon they were ſentenced 
to a ſmall Fine, to ſtand on the Pillory, and 
Impriſonment for three Years ; but as his 
Eordſhip had no View of ever obtaining 
any Part of the pecuniary Damages, he on- 
iy made uſe of that Judgment, Ito their ſeveral 
Detentions in Priſen, after the Expiration of 
the three Years, being deſirous, that they 
might never be turned looſe to further Miſchlef. 


Mrs. Thomas declares Biddy's Parentage bs 
Things 


ber. Lady Betty had promiſed great T. 
or Biddy. Mrs. Thomas ſuſpetts them left 
In Corbet's Hand. b DESt nA 495 

JOTWITHSTANDING my own Ac- 
LN. quittal, the Return of my dear Lord, 
and that everything between us proceeded 
according to my own With ; yet the few 
Words Mr. Thomas had dropt at +; rg 
of my not knowing who was my Mother, 
and that I was the Daughter of a great Lady 
deceaſed; theſe Things, I ſay, long rankled 


in my Mind, to the no Httle Moleſtation of it. 


- Now though 1 Had feen Mrs. Thomas ma- 
ny Times finee, and had as often propoſed to 
hive demanded her Explanation upon 1 
myſte- 
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I ox fo uneaſy at length, 


myſterious Sentence; yet, the Fear of his 
Lordſhip's Diſpleaſure, tho* my Mother 
ſhould prove to have been of ever ſo exalted 
a Rank, if I could not produce a Father too, 
had ever deterred me, from putting the Que. 
ſtion to Mrs. Thomas. , T ods . 
I crew fo une that I took. 
the Opportunity one Night of mentioning to 
Lord G--r--d, what Mr. Thomas had hinted 
at my Trial, and intreated his Lordſhip to 
ſpeak freely, Whether he ſhould be offended 
at my interrogating Mrs.-,Thomis very nar- 
rowly about it, for that if his Lord- 
ſhip ſhould rather” chaſe ill tg be ignorant 
of it himself, it „out ust be prudent in 
him to ſuffer me to mention it to her, ſince 
it would be impoſſible for me to conceal any, 
Information "ſhe might, give, me, from his 
3 F 
Mx deareſt Bigch,  faid he, as nothing 
ariſing from without your own Perſon, can 
poſſibly either, augment or extenuate my Re- 
gard for you, make no Scruple to gain all 
the Intelligence you ſeem ſo anxious for, or 
of communicating the ſame to me: For who, 
or Whatever your Mother was, how cant that 
affect your Truth, Virtue, Faith, or any of 
the Fxclehcie fry Exe beholds only in you 
It is thy individual Self, compounded of al 
thy preſent Qualifications, that I prize, not 
thy Mother, or thy Father, let them have 
been who they will; and if Mrs Thomas can 
ſtrike but . 15 to direct you in the 


Searchi, I ſhalf tals the gfestelt Pleaſure Ih 


bong preſent at her Report of them. 
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\ Your, Lordfhip is fo ever the ſame, re- 
plied I, that I muſt omit thoſe Compliments 
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of Gratitude, which in a Caſe of like Na- 
ture, might be requiſite to another Perſon; 


nay, was I particularly to expreſs my Thanks 


tor every of our Lordſhip's.Benevelences to 
me, my whole Life muſt prove a Repetition 
of the fame Thing, without Variation. peak 
our Lordibip's Leave chefefore, added 1, 
Mts "Thomas ſhall dine with vs To-merrow: 
For I muſt own, that fince it will not offend 
your Lordſhip, my Curioſity is ſtretched to the 
highelt Pitch, or  Diſclofure of this Myſtery 
So ſoon. alien Dinner as fe, Cloth was 
removed, and. we. were alone, I began with 
my Obhigations to Mr. 2558, e Zeal 
at my Trial, had firit given a Check to the 
Rapidity of that Torrent, which had ſo near- 
ly over-horn me, by protracting the Verdict 
againſt me, till her dwn, and my dear Lord's 
Arrival; but faid I, Mrs. Tbenac, there were 
lome Words dropt by your Huſband. on that 
Occaſion, which have ever, fince occupied 
no inconfiderable Share of my Reſfe ions. 
She defired to know what they were, for 
that in her Hearing, no more than, common. 
had paſſed. I replied, that he had informed 
the Court of my being the Naugther of as 
fine a Lady deceaſed, as any. then, living. 


- 


Did he thereby only mean to beſpeak the Fa- 
vour of the Court for me ? ſaid I, or what 
elſe could he intend by it? Pray ſcruple not 
to declare yourſelf freely before his „Lord- 
ſhip, who is now purpoſely preſent, to par- 
take of ſuch Myſtery, if any. there is, as may 
Mas. Thomas, by her - reddening very 
much, plainly diſcovered that her Huſband's 
Speech had not been wholly 22 
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the alſured us, chat the ata that Af- 
fair, would afford her no little Pain, for the 
Character of a Lady, once her generous 
Friend; and for whoſe Memory ſhe, bore the 
1c de Veneration; but as we both deſired 
it , if we would | engage never to make 
ole 0 bur Knowledge td the Diſcredit of the 
Deceaſed, ſhe would reveal that Secret to us, 
which the had thought ſolely to have confined 
to her own Breaſt : For that tho? ſhe had in- 
formed. her Huſband of my Deſcent from a 
ys Lady, the 2 never Pointed out whom, 
to 
WE palled our Words, for Maintenance 
of the Privacy, unleſs in Caſe of any conſi- 
derable Advantage to accrue to ourfelves 
thereby, and then, not without her previous 
Conſent ; for we urged, that would any Pre- 
judice ariſe thereby to the Memory of the 
Deceaſed, it muſt in the e rebound 
upon ourſelves : : So that at all Events, for our 
own Sakes, it would behove us to be careful 
of the deceaſed Honour, our own. being | ſo 
e connected to it. 
 Mxs, Thomas then applying Berſelf to me, 
dear Lady, faid the, or J muſt no more 
Al you Daughter, you well know, that you 
received your ducato under me, and as m 
Child; though my Circumſtances in Life, 
would not have inne you to the many Em- 
belliſkments you obtained, at the Napence of 
ur Godmother, as you ever thought her, 
n Truth, y our own Parent. | 
it, Lordltj and I watching each other's 
Fyes and Countenances, from thence colleQ- 
ed, the Surprize we had ſeverally unbibed 


from 


212 The HISTORY of 


from thoſe Words; a ſort of ſecret Pleaſure, 
mixed with a Diffidence and Confuſion, dif- 
fuſing itfelf thro? our whole Perſons. How- 
ever, we fat both ſilent, whilſt Mrs. Thomas 
proceeded. _ 

I was introduced very early i in Life, into 


the Retinue of Lady Betty G—5,. late Coun- 


teſs of B n, Team T faithfully, ſerved, 
for upwards. of fourteen Years; during which 
Time, his Grace the Duke 'of Re—goh, 
very much frequented our Family,, till the 
Death of my old Lord, Lady Betty's Father. 
His Grace had a Wife, it is true, bat her 


defective Intellects, had neceſſarily occaſioned 


her Confinement. . 

His Grace was greatly enamoured of my 
Lady, nor was ſhe a leſs Admirer of him. 
At my Lord's Death, his vaſt Fortune and 
Eftate devolved wholly upon my Lady ; when 
ſhe was almoſt diſtracted, that ſhe could not 


make the Duke happy in it, and her Perſon ; 


nor was the Duke leſs anxious than herfelf : 

For many of the ableſt Heads in the King- 
dom were conſulted, for procuring a Divorce 
from the Dutcheſs, ſhe being, as. to every 
Purpoſe of the Marriage State, incapable” of 


ſupporting the Place of a Wife; that his 


race might intermarry with my Lady; but 
none of their Endeavours could meet with 
the leaſt Encouragement. 

| In ſhort, the Love they bore to each e o- 
ther, heightened by uninterrupted Inter- 
courſe, prevailed for their Submiſſion to each 
others Embraces 3 ; and, dear Madam, added 


3 ſhe, you are the Produce of their ſtolen En- 


joyments. | 
8 Mr 
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My Lady no ſdener perceived her Condi- 
tion, than terrified to Death at the Conſe- 
quences; Mary, faid ſhe, to me, have not 
you a Lover, one Giles Farmer? (dne of her 
Ladyſhip's Chairmen) I could not deny, but 
that he had often expreſſed himfelf to me in 
that Strain, I told her; then added ſhe, 1 
would have you marry him. Giles is a ſober 
Man, and will make you a good Huſband ; 
and that you may ſucceed together, I will 
ſtill retain him in my Service, and leſt you 
ſhould not be gaining ſomewhat as well as he, 
I intend to give yon an hundred Pounds, to 
ſet you up in ſome little Way, to maintain 
I couLD do no leſs than acknowledge her 
Lady ſhip's Benignity to us, and the very next 
Time that Giles applied to me on the Sub- 
ject, I laid forth my Lady's Favour to us, 
which no ways tetarded the Progreſs of our 
Match, in leſs than a Fortnight we were mar- 
ried. | wo 
T txypCTED now to have fallen into the 
Way of Life my Lady had promiſed, to ſup- 
port myſelt by; but ſhe told me, ſhe would 
not have mie lexve her Service, til Pregnancy 
ſhould render my Duty inconſiſtent. From | 
umoft the Inſtant of my Marriage, the re- 
cerved me more and more into her Confi- 
dence, and at length, revealed to me her Af- 
fair with the Duke; injoining me the ſtricteſt 
y : and that in Cafe I ſhould net prove 
with Child foon, the begg'd me to give out 
that Twas fo : For that if poſſible, ſhe intend- 
ed me, trot only for the Narſe, but the Mother 
of the Twfant The then went with. 
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had ever been between the Duke and my La- 
dy I was not ſo much ſurprized at what I had 
heard, as otherwiſe I. might have been; but 
from that Day, we were conſtantly projecting 
Means for her private Delivery, and the Diſ- 
poſal of the Infant; till her Time drawing 
near, a Pretence of Illneſs, gave Riſe for a 
Tour to France, for Change of Air, and to a 
Stay of Six Months there; when, who 
ſhould be appointed to attend her thither but 
CCC : 

= Hzx. Ladyſhip left all her Engliſb Servants 
behind but me, taking only a new French 
Footman with her; but it being towards 
Winter, and we travelling to the Southern 
Parts of France; after my Lady had taken 


Occaſion to ditmiſs her French Man at Bour- 


ges, no one, from thenceforth, knowing any 
Thing of us, or from whence we came; ſhe 
took a private Lodging at Labaour to lie- in 


at; and after your Birth, Madam, her Lady- 


fhip knowing when my Time would be up, 
ſtayed there till I was delivered alſo: but my 
Child dying in the Month, I had then a ſpe- 
_ cial Opportunity of receiving you as my 
ane dec 
Wie made it full eight Months before we 
returned, when I took you home with me; 
neither did my honeſt Huſband Farmer, ever 
to his dying Day, know otherwiſe, than that 
you was his own Child, and believed Lady 
Betty to have been only her Godmother.; 
Mx were ſcarce well landed. in England, 
when News of the Duke's Death reached us; 
which coming ſo on a ſudden upon my Lads 


_ When IThadconſidered the Intimacy there 
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ſunk her under ſuch Affliction, that for ſeve- 


ral Months, I but little expected ſhe would 
have ſurvived him: For Love more extrava- 
gant, never ſubſiſted, than theirs; bein 
heightened, by the ImpraQticability of legal 
Enjoyment, which had undoubtedly: proved 
the Caſe, but'for the interpoſing Life of the 
— whadacd 
HxR Ladyſhip would ſee no Company, for 
near upon eighteen Months after her Return 
to England; excuſing herſelf through Indif- 
poſition, that ſhe might the better indulge 
her Melancholy; neither took ſhe'the leaſt 
Delight in any Thing, ſave yourſelf, with 
whom ſhe ordered me daily to attend her; 
when ſtealing you to her Arms, in my Pre- 
ſence only, ſhe would laviſh out her Sighs 
into your tender Boſom, -call upon his Grace, 
and point out to me in you, each Lineament 
of his Face; then in Tranſports, would ſo 
cloſely preſs you, that I have more than once 
ſuſpected, her Eagerneſs would have deſtroy- 


As you grew up to more Maturity, from a 


Dread of the Secret's Diſcovery, ſhe became 


more cautious in her Expreſſions of Tender- 
neſs to you, leſt you ſhould form a Diſtincti- 
on, between the Embraces of a Friend, and 
a Parent. She therefore moſt generouſly ſa- 
tisfied me for your Keeping and Education, 
but all under her Direction; which Coſt be- 
ſtowed thereon, was always aſcribed by me, 
to the Generoſity of your Godmother, which 
Title, my good Lady diſdained not publickly 
to acknowledge. | nos ha 
. AFTER 
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Ar r xk her Ladyſhip had married the Earl 
of B n, ſhe then, you know, took you 
home to her, as a Companion to. her eldeſt 
Daughter; though I muſt ſubmit to you, Ma- 
dam, added ſhe, now you really kgow who 
you are, whether upon cool Recollection of 
paſt Circumſtances, my good Lady behaved 
to you there, moſt like a Miſtreſs or a Pa- 
rent. 

I ToLD Mrs. 8 that 8 her firſt 
Hints of my being her Ladyſhip- Daughter, 
ſo many Occurrencies had darted into my 
Mind, more demonſtrative of the Mother, 
than barely the Miſtreſs, that was, I to have 
traced back every Occaſion ſhe had given me, 
of conſidering 2 in the Light of 2 
Daughter, it would ſeem. incredible, that 
had never formed ſuch a Nation, before; but 
ſuppoſing it all to have flawed. from her La- 
dyſhip's private Bevevolence;. 1. had heretor 
tore, overlook'd it. 

O!]! ſaid Mrs. 8 how 1 J ſeen 
her view you with every Fondneſs that De- 
ſire could frame, while you attended as her 
Servant only; ſcapning each .Geſture, Turn 
and Movement of you; till ſinking into the 
Reverie of paſt pleaſing d the Tears 
have bubbled in her Eyes, and with a Sigh, 
ſhe has been obliged to leave you. 

I HAvs often made bold to tell her, that 
I hoped, tho' you was placed but in an infe- 
rior Station in her Family, the, Eanl's Chil- 
dren would never cauſe her to forget vou, for 
that you was her own, equally with them, 
and at her Death muſt be far more helpleſs 
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as you would then have no Friend to depend 
upon. = 

HER conſtant replies upon ſach Occaſions 
were, that as no Man could be ſo dear to her 


as your Father was, whoſe Memory would ever 
{urvive in her Breaſt; ſo no Child by any 


other, could efface that Tenderneſs, ſhe muſt 


neceſſarily bear to his Repreſentative; (mean- 
ing your Ladyſhip) for you being fo fine a 
Lady, of ſo engaging a Diſpoſition, not only 
to herſelf; but every one in general, ſhe had 
taken Care, previous to her Marriage, to re- 
ſerve to herſelf ſuch Power over her own, as 
ſhould you continue to deſerve it at her 
Hands, would make you happy, in the Arms 
of whomſoever you ſhould beſtow yourſelf 
upon: Neither would ſhe leave it in the Power 
of the firſt Peer of England to deſpiſe an Al- 
liance with you, if he admired your Perſon, 
I never heard her ſay what ſhe would do for 
you; but ſhe has declared, when you was 
ſcarce marriageable,that could ſhe find a young 
Gentleman worthy of you, ſhe would give 
you Ten 'Thouſand Pounds down. 

Mrs. Thomas having now compleated her 


Narrative, his Lordſhip and I both compli- 
mented her, upon her Delivery of it, aſſur- 


ing her of the Obligation ſhe had loaded us 


with; and after ſome Conference had upon 


the Occaſion; I aſked his Lordſhip, whether 
he could conceive. any way, whereby her 
Ladyſhip could have ſecured me any Thing, 


eſpecially after ſhe married ? He ſoon con- 


vinced me, there were Methods of ſo doing, 


both before, and alſo after her Marriage, and 
he the rather believed Mrs. Thomas's Report, 


U for 
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for that his Father had hinted a Reſervation, 
her Ladyſhip had made to herſelt before Mar- 
riage; but had at the ſame Time added, that 
he had had the Management to prevent her 
making any Diſpoſition, in purſuance of it; 
neither did he ever hear ſhe had made a Will, 
but ſhould ſhe, added he, have made any 
Settlement 'upon you, it may prove an end- 
leſs Enquiry, in whoſe Hands it may be depo- 
ſited, without the leaſt Trace to-purſue it by. 
His Lordſhip then demanding of Mrs. 
Thomas, whether her Miſtreſs had not ſome 
particular Confident, with whom ſhe might 
robably have intruſted ſuch a 'Thing, as in 
1 — Marriage-State, might not be ſo proper 
to be left in the Power of an Huſband at her 
ceaſe, ſhe pauſed a while, and then re- 
plied, there was one Mr. Corbet, who had 
formerly been a Steward to her Father, whoſe 
Judgment ſhe greatly valued, and by which 
ſh2 chiefly regulated all her -Money-concerns, 
and Eſtate; that he was not only an intelli- 
2nt, but a moſt worthy Man, and ſome 
Hur before lived upon his Eſtate in Lincoln- 
ſbire; adding that he uſed conſtantly to pay 
his Duty every Year to her Ladyſhip, when 
ne came to Town to ſell Cattle; and that 
her Lady, long before his Arrival, would be 
wiſhing for it, and always uneaſy at his Re- 
turn; but whether he was then living or not, 
ſne could not ſay, having ſeen nothing of 
him for many Years. 

His Lordſhip and I were both of Opint- 
on, that no one would more probably be 
entruſted by her Ladyſhip, than this Mr. 

7 2 75 Corbet; 
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Corbet; and reſolved to find him out, at our 


Return to England. | 

As we had gained all manner of Satisfac- 
tion from my Inquiry, I made uſe of the 
firſt Opportunity, of hoping what his Lord- 
ſhip had heard, would no ways leſſen his 


Eſteem for me; when he entirely diſcharged 


my Mind of every remaining Scruple, on 
that Head, by the paſſionate Declaration he 
made me, which ſet my Heart at perfe& 


Eaſe again. . 8 
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CHAP. XXI. 


Lord G---r---d beftows Recompences on Bid- 
dy's Friends. To the Goaler. Interview 
of bis Lordſhip and Stringer. Preſents 
Mrs Newburgh's Brother. His Book-keeper. 
To Thomas and his Wife. Letter from 
Lord G---r---d to his Father. Anſwered by 
Powell, his Steward. Conjectures thereon. 


AVING opens our Remittances from 
England, his Lordſhip began to conſi- 


| der In what Manner he ſhould beſt return the 


Civilities due to ſuch as had any Ways been 
contributary to my Safety, or Convenience, 
ſince [ had been in Dublin; and having heard 
me propoſe a Viſit to the Goaler and his Wife, 
in acknowledgment of their Indulgence to 
me whilſt under their Care, he defired that he 
might join in the Confeſſion ; for that it be- 


ing equally his Concern as my own, he could | 


not think he had performed his Duty, * 
3 7 eſs 
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leſs he teſtified it by his own Lips; fo that 

taking our Rout together, we expreſſed our 

__ Gratitude for his Favour; and as J had be- 
fore informed his Lordſhip of my Intention, 


I preſented his Wife with ten Broad-pieces, 


Mrs. Newburgh having before diſcharged every 


regular Demand they had upon me; but his 


Lordſhip, not content with that, (tho' the 
People conceived themſelves amply rewarded 
by my Liberality to the Wife) but having 


expatiated for ſome Time upon the Repreſen- 


tation I had made to him of their Humanity, 
and that the Excellency of ſuch Endowments 
might not ſeem meanly eſteemed by him, 
preſented the Keeper himſelf with a Purſe, 
which he had purpoſely repleniſhed with 
twenty Pounds; tho? he had not beforehand 
let me into his Deſign, aſſuring the Keeper, 
at the ſame Time, of every friendly Office 
in his Power for the Time to come. 
Iux Rumour of his Lordfhip's Viſit to the 
Goaler, ſoon reached the Ears of Stringer; 
who ſending for his Keeper, begged his Inter- 
ceſſion with his Lordſhip for Leave to caſt 
kimſelf at his Feet, that he might, in ſuch 
Manner as he was beſt able, diſcharge his Du- 
ty, by an ample Confeſſion of his Crime; and 


3 ſuch further Attonement as was then 


in his Power. | 


My dear Lord, who no leſs for my Sake 


than his own, had every thing to fear from. 


Stringer, conceived ſuch a Dread at the very 
Name of the Man, when he reflected upon his 
paſt Enormities, that he at firſt declined all 

ntercourſe with him, alledging, that he who 
had not only violated the Ties of Amity, but 


bad 
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had run ſuch unheard of Lengths to diſtreſs a 


Benefactor, for the Sake of a ſordid Subſiſtence, 
would not even yet heſitate at the Perpetration 
of ſome violent Act, againſt one or both of us, 


ſhould we fall e the Extent of his Capa- 


city for Miſchief: But the poor Man, the 
Goaler, ſo ſolemnly petitioning for the Favour, 
and offering to be reſponſible for his quiet De- 
meanor, his Lordſhip did at Length conſent 
to his Admiſſion to our Preſence. 

Tre Wretchedneſs of Stringer's Appear- 
ance, and the viſible Compunction of his Mind, 
had ſo forcible an Effect upon his Lordſhip's 
Paſſions, when he reflected in what a different 
View he had heretofore beheld him, that the 
Tears involuntarily fell from his Cheeks, nor 
could he form ſufficient Reſolution for pre- 
venting them; but when his Lordſhip had 
ſhaken off the Gloom that ſat upon his Spirits, 
and had began to recapitulate paſt Tranſacti- 
ons, and from thence to infer the Improbabi- 
lity there ſeemed to have been of Stringer's 
ever appearing as his Enemy, and that in fo 
tender a Point too, his Agonies became excru- 


_ cating, and his Deſpair vented itſelf in ſuch 


Execrations, that he vowed he even pined af- 
ter Hell itſelf, as an Alleviation of his preſent 


Torments, 


Hrs Lordſhip would have wesen to 
him an early and ſteady Perſeverance in Re- 
pentance, formed ſolely from Reflections on 
his paſt Conduct, excluſive of the Dread of 
Puniſhment, as che moſt balſamię Lenitive to 
his. Torments; 3 but Stringer, under the bitter- 
eſt Anguiſh, replied, that it was too late; the 
Gate of Mercy was barred agaiuſt him; nor 

could 


wig the Devil | himſelf prove a more! crueÞ 


Tyrant to him than his own Conſcience, and 
his reſtleſs Companions, who, by his. Wiles, 
he had drawn into a Participation of his Crimes. 
and Suffcrings :: For that their momentary 


Curſes and Reproaches, were bitterer to his 
Soul than the moſt conceivable Torments. 


All therefore that he further requeſted in Life 


was, his Lordſhip's Forgiveneſs, and then by 


Death to be releaſed from his wordly Woe ; 
in Compariſon of which, the worſt that could 
befall him hereafter, muſt prove inſignificant. 


NerTHER his Lordſhip or myſelf, being 


longer able to endure this Scene, we were 
about to have taken our Leaves; when Strin- 
ger, intreated his Lordſhip's Charity to him. 
How |! Stringer, ſaid his Lordſhip, do you ſerve 


a Maſter who grudges you Wages? 


My Lord, replied he, I ek merited Ne- 


gle from all the World, and am now moſt 
ſenſible of it from that Hand to whom I ſtand 


indebted for all my Miſeries. Scarce a Poſt 
hath departed ſince your Lordſhip's Landing, 
but I have wrote to my Deſtroyer, even but 


for the common Neceflaries of Life, to ſuſtain 
Nature; but have obtained no Anſwer fince 
the ill Succeſs of our Attempt, nor for. ſome 
"Time before; but this I imputed to my not be- 
ing able to tranſmit the Account he expected 
lo ſoon as he hoped for it; but why I have 
not been ſupplied, ſince 'be knows what 


Sufferers we are by this Lady's Trial, 1 


cannot imagine; yet true it is, no more 
Notice hath been taken of our Relief, than 


, inſtcad of e you for his Sake, 


I had 
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F.had turned the whole Force of my Ma- 
chinations againſt your Father himſelf. | 

DO, that my Time could but be paſſed again! 
O, that I had but once caſt forwards my Re- | 
flections beyond the Inſtant-Moment, not all b;- 
his Wealth or Titles ſhould have biaſſed me "0 

to the Breach of Friendſhip, Generoſity, Ho- 1 
nour, Confcience, and Juſtice, that I have of 
been guilty of! But Reflection comes too late 4 
Woe! Woe! alas! eternal Woe, muſt be the 4 
Remuneration of my Perfidy. : 9 

WE were ſo ſhocked at S!ringer's Wretch- 
edneſs, and his Lordſhip's Compaſſion was ſo- A 
lively, that commiſerating even a profeſled: 1 
Enemy, he gave the Keeper ten Pieces of Gold, E 
to be diſpoſed of for Stringer's Uſe, as he ſhould 4 
think moſt conducive to his Benefit; and then = 
we left him: But fo plunged were we in Me- 

lancholy, that we could not entirely ſhake it 
off for ſome Days afterwards. BY. 

Wr were now thinking upon our Return 
to England, when revolving in our Minds 
what further we had to diſcharge or beſtow, 
before we left Dublin, we both waited upon 
Mrs. Newburgh's Brother, with the Tender of 
our ſolemneſt Acknowledgments, for his. fa- ; 
vourable Interpoſition in eafing of my Re- * 
ſtraint; and as his Lordſhip had before found 9 
out his favourite Paſſion to be Horſemanſhip, | 
he purchaſed, and preſented him with the moſt 
beautiful Creature of that Species to be found 
in Dublin, at a very extraordinary Price, and 


rewarded his Book-keeper's Trouble with five 
Broad- pieces. 
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Nornmo now remaining, that we recol- © _ „ 
lected, but Mrs. Newburgh, after amply com- o 
| penſating 8 
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penſating her for the utmoſt Demand the could: 
make upon him, his Lordſhip, as a Gratuity 
for her generous Concern for me, preſented 
her with two hundred Broad-Pieces. 

Wx had now contracted for our Paſſage, 
and had fixed the Time of our Departure, 
when a moſt neceſſary Piece- of Beneficence 
occurring to me, I forthwith acquainted his 
Lordſhip of it; and that was ſome Recom- 
pence to Mr. Thomas and his Wife; of the 
Importance of which his Lordſhip was ſo ſen- 
ſible, that under ſome Emotion, he proteſted, 
that ſhould he have left [reland without inte- 
reſting himſelf on a Subject, wherein he look- 
ed upon his Honour to be ſo minutely con- 
cern'd, he could never have forgiven himſelf. 
He . therefore, that I would ſend for, 
and confult them upon their Circumſtances, 
and learn from them in what Way he could 
be moſt ſerviceable to them. 

Iurxr freely expoſed their Hearts to me at 
my Requeſt, aſſuring me they left not England 
for Advantage, but with a very ill Will, hav- 
ing lived much better, and more ſatisfactorily 
there, than ever they ſhould in Dublin; but 
that Thomas owing about fourſcore Pounds to 
his Timber-merchant, whoſe Widow and Ex- 
ecutrix preſſed him extremely hard for the 
Money; leſt he ſhould have been laid in a 
Goal, before he could have collected it toge- 
ther, they were forced to fly; and, that ſav- 


ing that one Demand, he was not indebted 


twenty Pounds in the World. 8 


I DesiRED Mrs. Thomas to call upon me. 


again the next Day, againſt which Time, I 


would F have conſidered of ſome what 
for 
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for advancing their Affairs. I informed his 
Lordſhip how Affairs ſtood with them, and 
adviſed with him what to do for them. Biddy, 
ſaid he, I am fatisfied, tho'* Mrs. Thomas ap- 
pears not now as your Mother, yet you are 
not wanting of an inbred Affection for the 
Woman; neither is her Huſband's voluntary 
Eſpouſal of your Intereſt, by any Means care- 
= to be neglected. 

ou tell me they both prefer England to 
this Country, and that the ſmall Sum you have 
limited will reinſtate them there. They have 
ſet our Hearts at reſt, then why ſhould not we 
in our Turns, as cheerfully advance their Fe- 
licity, and that in their own Way too? What 
think you of this? 

I REPLIED, that undoubtedly, Mrs. Thomas 
would ever be dear to me, from the engaging 
Treatment I had received from her in my 
Youth ; rather exceeding that of moſt Mo- 
thers to their own Children. Principles of 
Love, I told him, ſown in our younger Years, 
uſually ſhoot into the moſt luxuriant branches; 
but as to what his Lordſhip had concluded with, 
I begged his own Explanation. My dear, re- 
plied he, I would take them over to England, 
pay their Debts, and eſtabliſh them in a. thrive. 
ing Way there. | 

AccoRDING to my Appointment, Mrs. 
Thomas returned the next Day for my An- 
\wer ; when extolling his Lordſhip's Noble- 
neſs of Mind, and expatiating upon my own 
peculiar Happinefs with him, for that the 
Gratification of my Deſires was his ſole Aim: 
F added, that his Lordſhip, upon my Repre- 

ſentation of their Circumſtances, and their pi- 


| 
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ning after Old England, had determined to 
convey them thither, and to diſcharge the 
Concern which had enforced their Exile from 
thence by the Payment of their Debts ; and 


that himſelf would take Care for their future 
Eſtabliſhment. 


I DID indeed expect no leſs than ſome pa- 


thetic Prayer for Bleſſings upon his Lordſhip, 
for his Good-will to them; but my Words 
had ſunk deeper into Mrs. Thomas's Breaſt 
than I could well have imagined ; for fixing 
her Eyes ſtedfaſtly upon me, and changing 
Countenance, ſhe was juſt dropping from her 
Chair, had I not inſtantly ſupported her ; but 
rubbing the Palms of her Hands, and miniſ- 
tring a little Wine to her, which then ſtood 
by us upon the Table, ſhe ſoon recovered 
Strength enough for thanking me; profeſſing 
that the Tidings I had conveyed to her Senſes, 
were far more grateful to her, than the mak- 
ing her Queen of Jreland would have been; 
for but for her Huſband's Suffering there, ſhe 
could by Choice have begged her Bread in 
England, rather than have inherited the beſt 
Eſtate in this Country. 

Wirr, you give me Leave, dear Lady, added 
ſhe, to bear away this joyful News to my Huſ- 
band? I replied, it was for that very Purpoſe 
I had informed her of it, then without ſaying 
any more, ſhe withdrew, that ſhe might not 
tor one unneceſlary. Moment, defer the Satiſ- 
faction of conveying the Tidings of their hap- 
py F Fortune toa Huſband ſhe ſo juſtly eſteem- 


His Lordſhip, on the Report of my Pro- 


ceedings, was no leſs delighted at his Capacity 


far 
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for beſtowing a Bleſſing upon thoſe poor Peo- 
ple, than themſelves were at the Proſpe& of 
receiving it; and he himſelf having the next 
Day ratified it to them, we all haſtened our 
Preparations for embarking, and in about ten 
Days more ſet ſail. 3 5 

His Lordſhip, who notwithſtanding the 
Earl's cruel "Treatment of us both, could not 
yet diveſt himſelf of all filial Allegiance to his 
Father, ſoon after Mrs. Thomas's Publication 
of my Parentage, had wrote him a Letter from 
Dublin ; of which having preſerved the 


Draught, I ſhall here preſent it to my Reader 
in his own Words. 0 


Honoured Sir, | | 
HE benign Hand of Providence, hav- 
ing guided me thro? the Perils of the 
Deep, preſerved me from the helliſh Devices 
of my more dangerous Companions (both of 
them long ſince periſhed in the Abyſs, my 
Eyes beholding not only their previous Hor- 
rors, but that dreadful Cataſtrophe) and at 
Length ſafely landed your unfortunate Son on 
the Iriſßh Shore, juſt at the Inſtant calculated 
for the Preſervation of a Wife, daily rendered 
more precious to me, by her unparalelled Suf- 
ferings for my Sake. 7 
Wx, I ſay, having both triumphed over 
our Oppreſſors, now biting their Tongues for 
Pain at their Diſappointments, this troubles 
your Lordſhip, for your paternal Indulgence, 
that we may pay you our Duty on our Arrival 
at London, and implore your Bleſſing. I ſay, 
that we may, for that being now once more 


7 
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united, nothing but the dire& Will of Heaven, 
ſhall ever more ſunder us. 

Ir your Lordſhip can 2 judge us, who 
have perſevered through ſo many ſevere Tri- 
als, worthy of each other, candidly receive 
us, at laſt, as your Children; if not, for ever 
commit us to the Hand of that unerring Guide, 
who at ſuch Diſtance from your Lordſhip as 
you ſhall ſee fit, we truſt can, and doubt not 

- Will, defend us from all further Injuries: For 
as we have hitherto made it our Study to ren- 
der ourſelves acceptable to him, whether in 
Exaltation or Abaſement, we ſhall ever depend 
upon him for Succour and Support. 

METHINKs your Lordſhip, from Experi- 
ence ſhould judge, how vain is every human 
Effort againſt the ſuperior Force of Provi- 
dence. How unbecoming of weak and tran- 
ſitory Creatures, is every Attempt in Oppoſi- 

tion to the Supreme Will.----W.hat have we 
done unworthy of Mankind, or of the Cha- 

-  raQer of Chriſtians, that ſhould have: cauſed 
pF Lordſhip thus to have worried us? 
Wi. ſaw,---we laved,---we married. —Is there 
ought criminal in this . 

T HEAR it objected, that I have united my 

Nobility to Beggary, and a mean Family; but 
give me Leave to ſay, your Lordſhip may 
prove miſtaken in both; pray, pardon me, if 
I add, that my Mother, fome few Years ago, 
might have objected the ſame to you, tho' in- 
decd, when ſhe married, you had been bleſ- 
ſed with the Gifts of Fortune i in your own 
Perſon. 

My Lord, if, as you Grace, I have mar- 
ried a Beggar, | is that the leaſt Cauſe why a 
„Father, 
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Father, thinking his Son wretched in his 
Choice, ſhould contribute all in his Power to 
make him more ſo ?-----Is ſhe a Perſon of 
mean Birth, am not I capable of enobling her? 
and tho* my Family had a late Beginning, are 
you, Sir, the laſt Perſon upon Earth who is 
to put in for Preferment ?-----But, my Lord, 
give me Leave to ſay, that this may be ſo far 
from the real Cafe, that was this a proper 
Seaſon for expatiating, I might poſſibly prove 


both her Anceſtors, and immediate Parents, 


deſcended from ſo ancient and glittering a 
Stem, as under the moſt ſmiling Aſpe& of our 
Stars, your lateſt Deſcendants may never be 
comparable to. | 155 
Mx Lord! I hint not this from Motives of 


my own Regard to her only, but to ſatisfy 
your Lordſhip's Scruples about her Parentage; 


nor will I, yet take upon me to determine, that 
ſhe may not prove of equal, nay, of ſuperior 
Opulence to any Lady yet propoſed to me. 
THESE Advantages, as hers, I prize; with- 
out her, deſpiſe in any other Woman. 

Ir your Lordſhip ſhall in fatherly Affection 


command our Attendance, we are ready, in 


all Humility, to lay ourfelves at your Feet, as 
is our Duty; if not, pleaſe to ſignify your 
Pleaſure to the contrary, and you ſhall never 
mow receive further Solicitation or Trouble 
rom. | 


Your moſt dutiful 
and obedient Song 
X wr 


"4 
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Wx were both very anxious for the Effects 
to be produced from this Epiſtle ; hut having 
as yet received no Anſwer, were afraid none 
would arrive before our Embarkation : For 
the very next Day, Wind and Weather per- 
mitting, we were to have failed; and indeed, 
had already been on Board, but that the Wind 
blowing no ſmall] Gale into the Harbour, we 
had Notice given us to tarry till it chopt about 
again. a VNR | 

THERE is nothing more diſagreeable to the 
human Species, than uncertain Attendance : 
For as it creates Indolence to the Body, fo it 
withdraws the Mind alſo from intending any 
thing elſe; but what we looked upon as an 
Hardſhip, proved eventually, moſt beneficial 
tous: For the fame Wind which had confined 
us to the Shore, brought in the Pacquet from 
England, and in it, a Letter from the Earl's 
Houſe-Steward, as my Huſband concluded 
from the Superſcription, in an Hand ſo per- 
fectly known to him. 
- CarrinGg me to him, his Lordſhip, in his 
little Council, laid open its Contents, which 
I ſhall tranſcribe from the Original itſelf. 


My very good Lord, 


D ISCOVERING among your Father's -. 


Letters received ſome few Poſts ſince, 
one under yourLordſhip's Cover; leſt it might 
require more immediate Diſpatch, or that 
your Lordſhip might ſuffer by Delay, (for I 
was confident that every of your Lordſhip's 
Acts, could but collect a Luſtre from Expo- 
ſure, ) I hope your Lordſhip will pardon my 
breaking the Seal, and peruſing it. 

| = Mx- 
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METHouGHr, I therein read a Draught 
of your Lordſhip's Soul, a Compound of eve- 
ry gentle, manly, dutiful, and praiſe-worthy 
Quality; but it is my Misfortune to acquaint 
your Lordſhip, that all is vain, as'to the Pur- 
poſe for which it was intended, to wit, a Re- 
* conciliation with my old Lord. 3 
Aras! Sir, my Lord is ſo unhappy, as for 
ſome Months paſt to have been confined to his 
Chamber, having for good Part of that Time 
been raving mad; inſomuch, that I greatly 
feared his ever being otherwiſe; but it is lately 
turned to ſuch an Oppreſſion upon his Spirits, 
that he is now the Reverſe of what he has 
been, and overwhelmed with a deſpairing Me- 
lancholy; nor will he, though ſeemingly in 
bodily Health, be withdrawn from his Cham- 
ber, or ſuffer a ſingle Perſon to enter it, but 
myſelf, and old Jobn who has lived ſo many 
Years with him. 

I HAvE now Scores of Letters by me uno- 
pened ; for neither durſt J preſume to break a2 
Seal of them, contain what they will, neither 
will he hear the Mention of them, or attend 
to the leaſt Call of Buſineſs ; and ſince my firſt 
attempting to -put two or three of them into 
his Hands, at the beginning of his Diſorder, 
which he caſt into the Fire unopened, I have 
deſiſted from diſturbing him with more. 

I MusT take Leave to inform your Lord- 
ſhip, (whether it may prove a good or bad 
Omen to your own Affairs, your Lordſhip 
will pleaſe to conſider) that juſt after reading 
a Paper of ſome Accounts of Shipping one 
Day, the firſt Expreſſions of his Delirium be- 
gan, by invoking your Name, and repeating 

4 it, 
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it, and your Lady's, fifty Times together at 
leaſt, as alſo the Nn of one Thomaſin; but 
Who it is he meant, I know not. He then or- 
dered his Chariot for an Airing; when paſſing 
by a little Stream near Fulbam, he ordered the 
Coachman to ſtop, and alighting, he ran with 
all Fury towards the Water, and leaped in. 

THERE were with him two Fellows on 
Horſeback, but their Surprize was ſo great, 
as ſcarce to leave them the Power of ſtir- 
ring to his Aſſiſtance, till recollecting, that 
the Loſs of a Moment, might endanger their 
Lord's Life, they galloped to the Bank, 
whence both jumping in together, though not 
without Difficulty, "Bret him. 

DEMANDING then, how he did, he cried, 
where? O! where's my Son? He finks | He 
finks! O! ſave him! He's drowning. And 
from that Inſtant he continued raving about 
you, and Thomaſin, for the whole Time above- 
mentioned, till now, as J ſaid before, he is 
grown more ſilent and melancholy. 
ISRALL ſubmit to your Lordſhip's Direc- 
tion; but am inclined to believe, your Pre- 
ſence would prove a vaſt Conſolation to him ; 
at yorſ1 it is but making the Experiment. 


Lam, with the profoundeſt Duty, 
Dur Lordſhip's, 
RICHARD POWEL. 


Wrar 
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 Waar are your Lordſhip's Conjectures | 


upon this Letter? ſaid IJ. 

Biddy, replied he, there 1s ſo much Artifice 
and Deluſion ſtirring in the World, whereby 
we have been ſuch Sufferers, that ( am really 
aſhamed to confeſs it, but) a Man knows not 
how, implicitly, to credit his own Father, or 
any one 8 to him. 

SURE Powel, added he, has not joined in 
the Cry, and is now upon the Scent to drive 
me into ſome new Wile. I am become fo dif- 
fident of the whole Race, but of thee, my 
Dear, that I know not whom to truſt out of 
my own Sight. However, I ſhall not expoſe 
myſelf too openly to any of them. 

Ir may be, that my Father may have been 
touched with Remorſe for his ungentle Ufage 
of me, and may ſuſpect me dead: For un- 
doubtedly, though Powel was ignorant of his 
Meaning, he had heard or read of the Ship 
being loſt, at the Time of his exclaiming ſo; 
and I can .formiſe no leſs, than that his Diſor- 
der aroſe from thence. I ſay this is probable ; 
but will not place over much Confidence in it. 
I BzGG'D him ever to be upon the Watch, 


and to guard himſelf narrowly, for my Sake 


and his Children's ; but my dear Lord, added 
I, what ſhall we do in London without a Houſe 
or Home, to ſhelter us there ? Diſturb not 
thyſelf at that, replied his Lordſhip, the Man 
is unfortunate indeed, who has no Friend; but 
I ſhall rather apply to my Pocket-Companion, 
than trouble any one. 
I ux ſecond Day after the Receipt of Pow- 
el's Letter, the Wind ſhifting, we found our- 
ſelves on board, with Thomas and his Wite, 
X 3 who 
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ho proved moſt handy Aſſiſtants to us, both 
in our Paſſage, and Journey to London. 10 


. 
1775 CHAP. XXII. 


Arrive in 1 1 avith- I wal. 
PowePs Diſcovery to bis Maſter that his 
Son would fee him. Manner bew the Earl 
would receive them. T, vey are difirufifut 


of it. 


E arrived ſo late bh Tarn, has we 

had no Opportunity ef ſeeking a. 
Lodging that Evening; ſo that making our 
Abode at the Inn for that Night, I diſpatched 


away Mrs. Thomas in the Morning, for the 


Purpoſe, and, by Noon, ſhe brought Word 


of her having made Proviſion for us, near the 


Strand, which ſhe hoped would pleaſe us. To. 
this Apartment we forthwith repaired, and 
the very next Morning, ſent a Meſlage for 
Poxwel to attend us. 

THE good Man, who had long been a 
Servant in the Earl's Family, and extreme] 
tond of his Lordſhip from his Childhogd ; re- 
peated, only ſomewhat more circumſtantially, 
the Contents of his Letter to us; aſſuring us, 
that his Lord was then in the ſame Condi- 
tion, as when he wrote to us; but with this 
Variation, that it was as much as himſelf and 


Jobn could do, to prevail with him for re- 
ceiving the leaſt Suſtenance; and that he ve- 


1Uy believed, his Lecd, by his own Good- | 


will, 
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_ will, . himſelf to Death, were it 
not for their preſſing Intreaties. 

Hx added, that ſitting whole Hours toge- 
ther, weich his Elbow bent, and his Head up- 
on his Hand, he would groan, ſigh, weep 
ſilently, and then ſtarting, as from a Dream, 
mutter to himſelf ſome obſcure Sentences; 

often therein, repeating the Words, my Son ! 
my Son! and then dropt into his former Re- 
verie: So that by his having been a conſtant 
Spectator of ſo diſtreſſed an Object, for ſo 
long a Time, almoſt Night and Day, Powel 
declared, his Life to be almoſt a Burden to 
him; and unlefs the Sight of his Lordſhip 
ſhould cauſe ſome: Alteration in his Father, 
he ſhould have little Hopes of his Recovery. 

Hx then intreated his Lordſhip, either to 


wait upon his Father at once, without other 


previous Ceremony, or to permit him to 
mention the Inclination his Lordſhip had for 
viſiting him, if he would pleaſe to admit him 
to his Preſence, aſſuring his Lordſhip that he 
would faithfully report the Effect of his Con- 
ference with his Father, and would then ſub- 
mit it to him, to act as he ſhould Judge 
proper. N V4 ; | 

HIS Londbip ec to Ne, the Dan- 
gers his Father had expoſed him to, and the 
providential Eſcapes he had been bleſſed with, 
which drew Tears in abundance from the old 
Man, and added, that though he would ſuffer 
him to mention him to the Earl, together 
With his Deſire of ſeeing him, yet, as he had 

before wrote him Word, that he never more 
would ſubject himſelf to a Separation from 
me; ſo he Kill retained the ſame Reſolution, 


. : in 
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in Life or Death, to adhere to me; and un- 
leſs his Father would with the ſame Frank- 
neſs admit us both' to the Interview, as he 
would himſelf, he muſt beg leave, at all E- 
vents, . to decline it. 

Pawel ſhook his Head, replying, that as his 
Lord had ever, both by Speech and Action, 
expreſſed himſelf ſo inveterately againſt me, 
he could not but ſuſpect his Errand would 

prove of no Effect; but offered, with all De- 
ference, that his Lordſhip. ſhould firſt pave 
the Way, and ſue for my Introduction. 
_ Powwel ! ſaid his Lordſhip, I doubt not thy 
Fidelity, nor diſbelieve that you propound 
to ine the Advice yourſelf eſteems moſt fea- 
ſible; but my. Determination is unalterable, 
that nothing but my Father's candid Recep- 
tion of my Wife, equally with myſelf, ſhall 
ever prevail with me to approach his Preſence 
more: So urge it to me no further. 

H Is Lordſhip aſked Powel if he could give 
any Account of his Children? who ſaid, he 
nad never once heard them mentioned by his 
Lord. 

- Hrs Lordſhip then informed him of all that 
5 befallen me in Ireland, and what Inſtru- 
ments his Lordſhip had retained far that 
Purpoſe, and how they were diſpofed of; 
when the old Man ſtarting, replied, that his 
Lordſhip had unriddled a Myſtery to him, 
which had occaſioned his no fmall Admira- 
tion; and that was, vchat had become of Mr. 
Stringer, who. had uſed to be his Lord's 
Right hand 
Hx ſaid, that his Lord had received num- 
halle Letters from him, for ſome Months 


z 
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paſt ; and that ſoon after the firſt Symptoms 
- of his Lord's Diſorder, he having delivered 
- him one of them, which his Lord had thrown 
into the Fire unopened, he never offered at 
preſenting any more of them to him, for feat 
of the ſame Fate; but had them all ſtill by 
$ him. 
, I HiNTING, that ſince Stringer's Confine- 
5 ment, he had informed us, that our Chil- 
l dren were all at his Lordſhip's Charity-ſchool 
- in Lancaſbire; Pawel anſwered, that he had 
d alſo a Letter then by him, from that School- 
| maſter, to his Lord, which by the Time of 
E its Receipt, we both judged to have been 
] wrote, in Conſequence of his Lordſhip's to 
- him ; but though my Curioſity was extremely 
, active for the Knowledge of its Contents, 
— fubmitted to remain ignorant, rather than _ 
| prevail for a Breach of Truſt in Pu ; who 
e after what had | left us, in order to 
ſound his Lord, how acceptable our Admif- 


e ſion might prove to him, if, as he added, he 
ſhould be able to draw any Anſwer from him 
s at all: For it was not ſeldom that he was diſ- 


appointed, let the Requeſt be what it would. 
t Wx were determined to wait the Event of 
h Fotoel's Application, before we made the leaſt 
t Change in our Houſhold : For having Thomas . 
; and his Wife with us, they aſliſted in all Ca- 
S pacities; nor would we encumber ourſelves 
; with a greater Train, till we were ſatisfied 
- what we had to truſt to, and n we ſhould | 
ſettle our Family. | 0 


Y Parwel, who had by no means been unac- 

tive in our Affair, returned to us the next 
8 Morning, with far more Glee on his Coun- 
$ 


tenance, 
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tenance, than when he had left bl What 
News? Powel, ſaid his Lordſhip.----O ! Sir, 
ſaid he, I have joyful Tidings for you both ; 
and ſuch, if I can fathom your Lordſhip” ; 
Mind, as will no leſs delight you to hear, 
than me to deliver. You may, and I hope 
will, ſtill prove the happy Son, of a kind 
Father. 

Mx Lord, added he, I took the Opportu- 
nity of the Gloom of Night, after all the Fa- 
mily were in Bed, fave his Lordſhip and 
myſelf, (it proving my Turn to fit up with 
him) as the Candles were burnt to ſo long 
Snuffs, as ſcarce to aſſiſt us with the Sight of 
each other, to drop the Name of Lord 
G---r---d. 

Ha! faid my Lord. —What \—Where! 
there |! —1 ſee him. —1 ſee him, ſaid he, 
ſtarting ghaſtfully.— Ah ! pale Corps, ad- 
ded he, — Alas! what would'ſt thou? 
Ha! not alone. — Thy Wite with thee.— 
Aid me laid me! — Poxwel. 

HE was then riſing from his Chair, and 
proceeding with his Inconſiſtencies; when I 
again ſeated him. My good Lord, ſaid I, I 
have a Meſſage from my young Lord to your 
Honour. He has then appeared to thee ? 
demanded he, I then replied, that Lord 
G---r---d had ſent for me, and had charged 
me with a Meſſage to his Honour. A Call 
to meet him, faid the Earl. I know 
it was he beckoned me, my deareſt 
Son, can't ſtay long behind thee, 
—— Nature and Age forbid my lingering 
kere. res, yes, I have attoned, and wh 
8 or 
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for thy Misfortunes. - Urge me not then 
from Earth before my Time. — I know 


thou'rt happy, -- would I were ſo too. — Let 


me not unrepentant fall. Tis not the Joy 


of Life that holds me longer here, but to 
compenſate for thy dire Calamities. Ex- 
cuſe me to my Daughter. Lay not her 
Weight upon my aged Shoulders. muſt, 
I will not, —aid me ! aid me! Powel. | 
BELIEVE me, Sir, continued Powel, that 
what with the Horror of the ſnadowy Gloom, 
his Lordſhip's Agony, now ſinking backwards 
in his Chair; I never was ſo terrified in m 
whole Life before. Nay, I could have ſworn, 
that I then ſaw Shapes moving about the 
Room, though imperſonate of any one; till 
checking my Indulgence of ſuch Deluſions, I 
ran and ſnuffed the Candles; when taking 
more Heart, I rouſed up my Lord alſo, aſ- 
ſuring him, that both you and your Lady, 
were in good Health; were come to Town, 
and begged leave to pay your Duties to him. 
Way would you thus impoſe upon me? 
ſaid his Lordſhip. O! that they were!— 
'Time cannot be recalled. Myſelf muſt 
viſit them. they never me. 5 
Powel told us, that he then raiſing his 
Voice, inſiſted on what he had ſaid to be 
true; wondering that his Lordſhip ſhould ſuſ- 
pet him of an Impoſition : When he ſaid, 
his Lord graſping his Hand, proceeded, 


Canſt thou in Conſcience ſay, Lord G--r--d 
lives? I do promiſe your Honour, ſaid Pawel, 
that he is alive, and the Lady his Wife; but 
their Hearts yearn ſo after you, that they cannot 


enjoy 


| 
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enjoy themſelves, till they can pay their Du- 
ties to your Lordſhip. | 
WùIxRE are they Powel ? ſaid he. At their 
Lodgings, my Lord, anſwered I; waiting your 
Permiſſion to attend you. — Both living? ſaid 
the Earl. ———Both,. my Lord, added I. 
Ho vain are our Conceits ! ſaid the Earl. 
Both living, ſay you ?—Whence iſſues this 
Flux of Bleſſing ?---Good Heaven ! How haſt 
thou interpoſed to ſave me? - Haſt thou 


Not heard the - Ship Thomaſin was loſt — My 


Son,---I fay, Lord G- -d faiFd in her.— 
Thy Story is falſe.--It is all a blank Chimera. 


Tell me no more of my Son,--my Daughter 


lives. 5 | 
My Lord, ſaid I, finding him begin to 
rave again, I have not only ſeen him, but have 
it under his own Hand, in a Letter. to your 
Honour.----Pray read it my Lord.----Block- 


head! ſaid his Lordſhip, have done,---takeſt 


thou me for a Wizard ?---I am no Adept in 
Nature's Myſteries ;--nor can I read the Lan- 
guage of the Shades.--A Letter, ſaidſt thou? 
--let me view its Form--I then producing it; 
Amazing! why it feels of human Tempe- 
rament, ſaid the Farl.--It ſeems of Subſtance 


f 


to ſuſtain the Touch.---Unfold it then, and 


read. 


He then began, and read: 


 #Homoured Sir, the benign Hand of Providence. 

---And ſo proceeding, that Part of your Let- 
.ter where the Works of Providence are par- 
ticularly taken -notice of, replied, as FRmly 
as ever he ſpoke in his Life, that he was well 


ſatis- 


* » 
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iztisfied, his Son had imputed his Eſcape to 
its proper Cauſe, when he aſcribed it to Pro- 
vidence.--As for his own Miſconduct in the 
Affair, he faid, he was wholly aſhamed of 
it; but as Heaven had manifeſted itſelf in 
Prefervation of the Guiltleſs, he ſhould from 

thenceforth join Intereſt with that All-pow- 


erful Arm, in defending what that had fo 


miraculouſly ſupported. 

Hz then greedily caught both the Letter 
and Candle into his Hand, and read over the 
Remainder of it to himſelf, making Reflec- 
tions as he proceeded; ſuch as, Curſed Vik 
lainy !--My Son is in the right !---Good Wo- 


man !---Impoſſible and ſo on, till having 


perſued it through, he delivered it back to 
me again. | | 
- ApmiT them together, ſaid the Earl, that 
F will.--No, no, never more to be ſundered 
by me, Pl promiſe them---How might I have 
deftroyed the End of every my Aim in Life, 
--had not our- Actions been direQed by far 
abler Guidance than our own Forecaſt ?--- 


Surely, in all my paſt Succeſſes in Life, which 


. 


I have hitherto flalſely'afcribed to my own 


Policy, I have only been made the Inftrument 


for advancing that truly honourable Man 


Lord G--r--d. | 5 | 
TRUE ! he has ſuſtained Hardſhips, almoſt 
beyond Endurance, from a Father but 


whom have I injured, ſave myſelf ?--He can 
behold my Face, and thoſe of all Mankind 
without a Blaſh, whilſt I muſt ſtand con- 


founded' in my paſt Folly; nor can I gain 


Aſſurance to receive his firſt Salutes. -O 
Pride! O Villainy! how flyeſt thou the 
Y 


Light! 


| 
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Light! How juſtly hideſt thou thy Head, and 
ſheltereſt thyſelf in thy beloved Darkneſs ! 
Dobel, ſaid the Earl, I cannot fee them 
till they have forgiven me: Nor can I poſt- 
pone their Viſit. Aſſure them in the Morn- 
ing of my Willingneſs. to admit them; but 
that being diſordered, and obliged to keep 
my Bed, I muſt receive them in my Cham- 
ber.---Before they arrive, darken my Room, 
cloſe my Bed, and leave the reſt to me. 
Pawel, having made this unreſerved De- 
claration to us, we agreed to wait upon the 
Earl after Dinner; but his Lordſhip having'ſo 
often been trapanned, by repeated Stratagems, 
could not refrain from ſome Expreſſions of 
his Diffidence in his Father's Curteſy, and 
more eſpecially from the Manner in which 
we were to be received; for that in the dark, 
he ſaid, what Snares might not be laid for 
us? what Baſeneſs not perpetrated, which 
even the Actors themſelves would ſhrink at 
in the Face of Day; not that he feared ſo 
much for himſelf as on my account : For af- 
ter ſo many Eſcapes, to be at laſt baffled, and 
that through our own Incaution too, would ad- 
miniſter ſuch Cauſe for Self-condemnation, 
as he ſhould never be able to overcome. 
HE ARIN G his Lordſhip's Scruples, Powe! 
replied, that he could no-ways blame his 
Lordſhip's Diffidence ; but as to the preſent 


Caſe, he would pawn his Honour, nay his. 
Life, for his old Lord's Sincerity; and that 


himſelf would become - reſponſible for our 
Sate-conduQt. But my dear Lord might have 
ipared his Jealouſies, as well as Powel his En- 

gagements, 


kj 
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gagement, as we afterwards found, when we 
came to put it to a Trial. | 


NM NN KINO 
„ % ffs 9. 


| EarPs. Reconciliation. Settle witb g 
Earl. Thomas, and Wife, ſettle in 
Earl's Family. The Earl enquires into Bid- 

dy's Family. Diſcredits 'Thomas's Stroy. 
Orders it tobe examined into. 


UR Hearts portended all the way we 
went to the Earl's, that ſome Mitchict 
or Other awaited us there; but how did we 
tremble, upon our Introduction, by Powe!, 
into the Stage of Action!] that tremendous 
Darkneſs of the Room of Audience ! where, 
the ſole Sparkle of Light that appeared to us, 
iffued from the dying Embers of a ſmall Fire, 
Whofe expiring Rays tinged all that lay with- 
in” their Compaſs with a more than tawny 
ve ; ſo that every Chair preſenting us with 
an indeſcriptible ſomewhat, reminding us 
of Aſſaſſinations, or ſome like Violence. 

His Lordſhip interlinked my Arm in his, 
determined but to part with me and Life to- 
gether, and thus entwined, Pawel uſhered us 
up to the ſick Man's Pavilion, where, inſtant- 
ly his Lordſhip ſinking upon his Knees, drew 
me to a Participation of his Poſture ; but 
had not our Bodies interpoſed between the 
pretended ſick Earl and the languiſhing Cin- 
ders, we might as well have been kneeling in 

| X 2 the 
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the Street, as before him, for ought that he 
could have otherwiſe diſtinguiſhed of us. 

W both begged his Bleſſing, by my dear 
Lord our Orator ; teftified our Sorrow for 
his Indiſpoſition, and that we ſhould, above 
all Things, pray for the ſpeedy Eſtabliſh- 
ment of his Lordſhip's Health, long Life, and 
Felicity. OE og 

Heaven preſerve my generous Son and 
Daughter, ſaid the Earl; too pious for ſo 


undiſcerning a Father. His Lordſhip melting 


into Tears at his Father's Speech, was of- 
tering at a Reply, which the Earl prevented, 
by aſſuring us, that ſince he had regulated his 
Reflections, ſolely from diſpaſſtonate Judg- 
ment, he had efteemed himſelf one of the 
moſt wretched of the human Species, in 
ſubmitting to the Call of his Paſſions, in Con- 


tradition to the cleareſt Evidences of his 


Underſtanding, tho? they were not the ſole 
Cauſe of the Perſecutions we had both ſuffer- 


ed : For that, furious as his Rancour 


had been againſt us, yet, from his own 
mere Motives, he had never been pre- 
vailed upon to oppreſs us in the many Shapes 
he had practiſed, nor could he have ſo done, 
but for the daily Inſtigations of that vile Raſ- 
cal Stringer, who had ſpirited him up againſt 
8 N 
Can you both, my deareſt Children, ſaid 
he, caſt a pleaſurable Eye upon a relenting 
Parent, and forget the Oppreſſions he has 
been guilty of? O!] my deareſt Lord, ſaid 
my Huſband, name it not ; the Price is 
ſcarcely to be felt, that purchaſes your Smiles 


upon this Lady; and ſince all that's paſt, 


con- 
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concludes but in that happy Event, as your 
Lordſhip's Reſentment was, at firſt, but too 
juſtly founded, ſo we ſhall ever eſteem what 
has hitherto befallen us, but as the ſlighteſt 
Puniſhment for our Demerits. | 
Powwel ! ſaid the Earl, draw back my Cur- 
tains, enlighten the Room, let me behold 
- thoſe angelic Faces, which will ruſh in upon 
me with ſuch a Torrent of Delight. I will 
no longer dread the Expoſure of my Perſon 
to ſuch a Fund of Clemency. | 
Trex Light, by this Time flowing in upon 
us, the Earl ſtep'd from off his Bed (for he 
had only laid himſelf thereon) and after em- 
bracing us both, he called me his Daughter, 
proteſting he ſhould ever after regard me as 
his own Child. He would not part with us 
out of his own Houſe again ; but declared, 
by his own Conſent, we ſhould never more 
leave him. He had Room enough for us, he 
ſaid, and that we ſhould either be welcome to 
his Table, for ourſelves and Dependants, or 
keep our ſeparate Houſhold, at his Expence, 
as we ſhould like beſt ; then taking me to a 
Cabinet in my late Mother's Dreſſing-Room, 
he preſented me with moſt of her Jewels, and 
ſeveral other valuable Effects, as an Earneſt 
of his future Favour to me. ah. 
In ſhort, our Affairs now wore ſuch a new 
Face, and our Situation was ſo agreeable to 
ourſelves, and pleaſing to our Father, after 
pitching our Tent for a ſhort Space with 
him, that having ſent Mrs. Thomas with a 
Servant, in the Earl's Coach, for the Chil- 
' dren, upon their Arrival, no way of Life 
upon Earth could be more felicitous than 
+. 8 I -2 ours; 
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ours ; nor could any Father expreſs | more 
Tenderneſs for his own Offspring, t aan the 
Earl did upon every Occaſion for 'me: For 
not only every part of his domeſtic Affairs 
were wholly committed to my Management, 
but whatever either belonged to his own Per- 
ſon, or related to his younger Children, or 
his Eſtate, moved not without the Direction 
of my Finger. Nay, he was ſcarce ever 
pleaſed but in my Company, infomuch that 
my deareſt Lord would often ſay, that was 
not the Earl his own Father, he ſhould have _ 
all the Reaſon in the World to be jealous of 
him. 

His Lordſhip diſcharged Thomas's Debts, 
and I recommending him for an honeſt and 
ingenious. Hand to the Earl, neither himſelf 
or his Wite ever atter lett us: For as the was 
a private Companion for me, fo he became a 
neceſſary Hand in the Family, making twice 
as much of it a Year, by that Means, as he 
could haye gained by the Inveſtitute of any 
regular Poſt at a ſtated Salary. _ 

AFTER we had perfectly ſettled the Oeco- 
nomy of our Houthold, as I was fitting with 
the Earl one Day, intent upon a Piece of Nee 
dle-work, Daughter! ſaid he, I have, over. 
and over again, peruſed a letter that my Son 
ient me from Ireland, and have as often found 
myſelf in the Dark as to ſome peculiar Ex- 
preſſions in it. 

I DesIRED him to been um what they 
were, for that poſſibly I mise be able to 
clear them up to him. My Son, faid he, 
writes me, that you are of an antient and 
| honourable Family, and may be a greater 


Forture 


r 
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Fortune to him than I am aware of, or to 
that Purpoſe; which is what I never before 


heard, neither chooſe I to aſk him about it, 


leſt it ſhould have only been a Flight of his 


own, and might make him uneaſy at being 


recalled. 


My Colour came and went 2 
neither could I tell how I ſhould come off; 
for, at all Events, I ſuſpected that the Truth 
would be attended with fatal Conſequences, 


and might unhinge all that good Underſtand-- 


ing then ſubſiſting between us; not only be- 


cauſe my Production would appear to have 


been illegitimate, but likewiſe that a Diſclo- 


ſure of it would, by caſting a Slur upon his 
late Lady, glance ſomewhat of a Reflection 
upon himſelf ; however, be that as it would, 
J had been too great aSufferer by a Lie alrea- 
dy, ever to be caught in the fame Nooſe a- 
gain; and as for my Palliative or Shift, it 
bordered fo much upon Falſity, and I ſo ut- 
terly abhorred the Thought of it, that I 
would rather have run any Hazard than have 
fallen under ſuch a Dilemma. I therefore re- 
ferred him to his Lordſhip, as the propereſt 
for explaining his own Meaning. | 
Tae Earl made no more Words of it at 
that 'Time, which -gave me an Opportunity 
of diſcourſing my Huſband upon it, and ad- 
viſing with him how to behave, in caſe of a 
Repetition of the Earl's Demand; for that, 


undoubtedly, it was not the laſt Time I 
_ ſhould hear of it; and greatly afraid I was, 


that when once the Truth ſhould be diſcover- 
ed, we ſhould be all in a Flame again. 


His 
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Hrs Lordſhip replied, that he had made 
but a ſinge Act of his Repentance, ever 
fince he had falſified his Word to his Father 
about our Marriage, and whilſt he could re- 
main Maſter of his own Reſolution, he 
ſhould never put it to the Venture again ; 
proteſting, that ſhould his Father put the 
Queſtion to him, he would make no Diffi- 
culty of expoſing the naked Truth in as be- 
coming Terms as poſſible, on Lady Betty's 
Part, and councelled me to do the like, let 
his Father take it as he would. | 
L1TTLE more than a Week had paſſed be- 
fore the Earl had renewed his Demand upon 
me; and as I muſt needs know, he ſaid, who 
were my Parents, deſired me to deal ingenu- 
ouſly with him. N 
I REPLIED, that having ſpent but a ſmall 
Portion of my Time with my real Parents, 


I was not ſo well able, poſitively, to aſſert 


how I came into Life, as a Perſon in his 
Lordſhip's Family was, who was preſent at 
my Birth, and if it ſo pleaſed his Lordſhip, 
would make a moſt punctual Reply te his De- 
mand. I then named Mrs. Thomas, for whoſe 
Child, I told him, I had ever paſſed, till her- 
ſelf had better informed me. . 
THE Earl replied, that a genuine Solution 
in the Caſe, would prove the more accepta- 
ble to him, as it might difcharge from his 
Mind the Imputation of a Falſity to his Son, 
in the Account he had ſent him, or even the 
leaſt intentional Impoſition upon him, and de- 
firing me to call her in, inſiſted upon my Or- 
_ that ſhe would conceal nothing from 
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_ Havins introduced Mrs. Thomas, and pre- 
viouſly, in his Lordihip's Hearing, prepared 
her for the Delivery of the ſole Truth, I 
thought to have left them together, and was 
withdrawing ; but the Earl would by no means 
ſuffer me, tho” I-ſate upon Thorns all the 
while ſhe was under Examination, leſt the 
Earl, diſcrediting her Report, ſhould wreak | 
his Vengeance upon me, as a Confederate in 
her Fraud. | 

His Impatience at ſome Parts of her Story, 
would not permit her to finiſh it, till ſhe had 
cleared them Article by Article; then calling 
me to him, my dear Child, faid he, what Au- 
thority can this Woman have, and from whom, 
to cait a Blemiſh upon my deceaſed Wite ? 
Think you, that ſhe can be your Friend, who, 


at my Expence, ſhall blaſt Lady Betty's Cha- 
racter to ſo heinous a Degree, as to make a 


Proſtitute of her? Nay, upon yourſelf too, 
as to make you the illegitimate Iſſue of that 
Adultery ? How could you, without juſt Indig- 
nation againſt her, ſuffer her to relate all this 
Scandal? 

My dear Lord, ſaid I, Mrs. Thomas hath 
further to add, what, could we make appear, 
would clear up the Truth of her Report to a 


Demonſtration : For I could not diſcredit, till. 


I could diſprove her, having ever known her 
for a very honeſt Woman; and that is, ſhe 
ſays her Lady declared to her, that at her 
arriage with your Lordſhip, ſhe reſerved a 
Power over her Eftate, in order the better to 
enable her to act nobly by me, at her Death. 
Now, your Lordſhip muſt know, whether her 
Ladyſhip left any Will behind her, and 2 * 
| id, 


— 
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did, and I am therein diſtinguiſhed by any pe- 
culiar Marks, not appropriable to a Stranger, 
her Relation may ſtill be true. A065 
CHiLD! ſaid the Earl, it muſt needs be all 
a Forgery, and trumped up by this vile Wo- 
man, to amuſe, and ingratiate herſelf to you, 
I could place no Faith in a thouſand ſuch hearſy 
Evidences, in ſuch a Caſe as this, where ſo 
valuable a Lady's Memory lay at Stake. 
Lou Lordſhip, ſaid I, hath heard it from 


her own Mouth; and having aſſerted herſelf 


to have been preſent at my Birth, I own, it 
wrought a Belief in me; eſpecially, as her 
Ladyſhip had ever provided for me, and was 
ſo exceedingly fond of me; though indeed, 
_——_— the Name of my Godmother. 
OMAN | ſaid the Earl, turning to Mrs. 
Tbomas, anſwer me faithfuly ; —.— pre- 
ſent at the Birth of this Lady? I was my Lord, 


ſaid ſhe, at Labaur, in Languedoc; and what- 


ever I have hitherto revealed to your Lord- 
ſhip, is moſt literally true; as alſo, that my 
Lady always ſaid ſhe would do great Things 
for her Ladyſhip here, nor do in the leaſt 
queſtion but ſhe has, did we but know with 
whom it was intruſted ; and I have informed 
her Ladyſhip, where I judge it to be moſt 
likely to be placed. 

x” po the Perſon, ſaid the Earl ; when ſhe 
mentioning Mr. Corbet ; the Earl pauſed. 
Corbet, ſaid he, ſhe regarded for his Honeſty 
and Judgment in Men and Things, I well re- 


member ; but let me tell you, it will be in- 


cumbent upon you, to make good your Alle- 
gation, or you ſhall incur the Height of my 
Diſpleaſure. N 

| I was 
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T was under ſuch Concern for Mrs. Tho- 
mas, though the Earl made no Alteration in 
his Behaviour to me, that I could not reſt till 
J had engaged my Huſband, by ſome Means or 
other to find out Corbet; which he ſoon be- 
coming as anx1ous for as myſelf, we ſet out for 
Lincolnſhire, upon our Enquiry. 


(ELIEEELEIELTENENEELENS 
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His Lordſbip and Biddy go in ſearch of Corbet. 

Find bim dying. Scruples to deliver with- 

out Mrs. Thomas. She arrives. Corbet 

delivers Biddy a Caſket. Contents unknown. 

Reflections on Corbet's Death. Opens the 

Caſket before the Earl. Account of its Con- 

tents. The Earl convinced. Letter for Bid- 

: dy. Letter from Stringer. His Cataſtro- 
pbe. Concluſiorn. wt 


| FTER ſome Weeks ſearch in Lincoln- 
- £ A ſhire, we arrived at our wiſh'd for Port, 
a in the very Criſis of Time for our Purpoſe. 
Corbet was very ancient and infirm, and had 
been bed-ridden, through a Decay of Nature, 
for ſome Months. He was then ſo deaf, that 
K we could ſcarce make him hear us. He was 
4 a Batchelor, and had a Maiden-Siſter, but two 
y Years his junior, for his Houſekeeper ; who 
. having her IntelleQs in ſomewhat greater De- 
gree, (though ſhe was upwards of four- ſcore) 
; after almoſt fruitleſs Application to the old 
Gentleman, addreſſing ourſelves to her, ſhe 
no ſooner heard mention of Lady Betty's Name, 
8 | | than 
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than having herſelf formerly been a Servant 
to her Ladyſhip's Grandmother, ſhe attended 
pleafurably to our Errand ; and by her Media- 
tion, we obtained an Anſwer from Corbet, of 
what we ſought after: For no ſooner was he 
_ apprized of our | Buſineſs, than recollecting 


' himſelf, he replied, that he remembered her 


Ladyſhip, not long after her Marriage, had 
depoſited in his Hands a ſmall Caſket, which 
ſhe told him would be demanded from him by 
her God-daughter, Biddy Farmer, after her 
Deceaſe, according to Directions ſhe ſhould 
leave behind her tor that Purpoſe ; and at the 
ſame Time, gave him a ſtrict Charge, to de- 
liver it to no one but herlelk, 

Hz added, that he was unacquainted with 
its Contents: ; neither would he part with it, 
to any one but her, to whom it was directed; 
but wiſhed ſhe would come for it, that he 
might be diſcharged of his Truſt before he di- 
ed. I replied, that my name was Bridget 
Farmer, and that I was his Lady's God-daugh- 
ter, giving him Abundance of circumſtancial 
Evidence, of the Truth of what 1 alledged ; 
but not all I could ſay, added to his Lordfhip"s 
Aſſeveration of its . could fo much as 
procure us a Sight of the Depofit, he perſiſt- 
ing, that he never would produce it, till he 
was ſatisfied he could deliver it into the identi- 
cal Hands of Bridget Farmer. 

Orp Corbet, appearing ſo peremptory, and 
but little Likelihood offering, of his holding 
out for many Days longer; his Lordſhip and! 
were driven to ſuch a Nonplus, to find Means 
for his Conviction, that we feared we mult 
have left our Buſineſs undone at the laſt, till 

I be⸗ 
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I bethought . that Mrs. Thomas having 
lived ſo many Years with my Mother, there 
could be little Queſtion but Mr. Corbet muſt 
remember her; ſo that I deſired his Siſter to 
aſk him, if he did not remember Mary Lee, 
who afterwards married Giles Farmer, her La- 


_  dyſhip's Chairman? He anſwered, very well, 
and to her Daughter the Caſket was to be de- 


livered, and to her only. His Siſter then, at 
my Requeſt, further demanded, if he would 
deliver it me upon her avouching me her 
Daughter? Without Scruple, he ſaid, for he 
ſhould die much more peaceably, ſo foon as 


he ſhould be aſſured his Truſt was duly exe- 
cuted: And had he been able, for ſome Years, 


to have reached London, it ſhould never have 
lain in ws Hands ſo . : For that it had ſole- 
ly grieved him, to think it might poſſibly be 
en diſpoſed of at laſt. Ef han oy 
No ſooner had we reduced our Matters to 
this Iſſue, than we diſpatched a Meſſenger to 
Mrs. Thomas, ordering her, with all Expedi- 
tion to attend us at Alford; and in order to 
ſpur her forward the more ſpeedily, we added, 
that by a Moment's unneceſſary Delay, ſne 
might arrive too late to be ſerviceable to us : 
For that we hourly expected old Corbet's Diſ- 
ſolution. | | . 
Tu good Woman, waiting no further 
Argument than our Requeſt ; hiring a Coach 
and Four, ſet out within an Hour after the 
Receipt of his Lordſhip's Meſſage, and was 
with us at Alford, the ſecond Evening, as we 


were expecting Corbet*s Departure every Mo- 


ment. His Sight was entirely gone, and his 


hearing had been too weak for our Voices, for 
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the whole paſt Day; notwithſtanding which, 
no ſooner had Mrs. Thomas entered the Room, 


and began upon her Compliments to his Lord 


ſhip and me, than Corbet, as it aided by more 
than human. Aſſiſtance, cried out, What? have 
you Mrs. Farmer there? | 
SHE then taking him by the Hand, and aſk- 
ing how he did; 1 cannot ſee thee, Mary, ſaid 
he; but I am as certain I have thee by the 
Hand, as if I did.---Be quick, my Time is 
ſhort, and long have 1 for this Hour. 
Tell me then, and tell me truly, added he, 
who is that Woman, who, lays, ſhe is Lord 
G--r--d's Wife? 
S x is my Daughter, Biddy Farmer, an- 
ſwered ſhe; you knew. Giles Farmer, my late 
Huſband, Mr. Carbet; and if you remember, 
my Lady was her Godmother, and always ve- 
ry kind to her. Good Mrs. Farmer, I do re- 
member it well, ſaid the old Man. | 
; THEN! dictating to his Siſter, from whence 
to fetch; the Box, he ordered her to. bring it to 
him; and calling to Mrs. Thomas, ſpeak to me, 
Mary, ſaid he, that I may know whereabouts 
ov are; Which ſhe did. Now, take your 
Daughter's Hand, and give it me; ſhe did ſo. 
When having my Right-hand in his left, he 
with his right, delivered the Caſket into mine. 
Have you faſt Hold of it? ſaid he. I replied, 
yes; then Heaven grant, ſaid he, that I may 
have made a juſt Delivery. Nor have I a fur- 
ther Call in Life, than to wiſh you all Com- 
fort and Happineſs with your newAcquiſition 
for tho' I am ignorant oſ its Contents, yet, 
from ſeveral Paſſages at the committing it to 


2 * Kn I am well aſſured you are in the 


Poſſeſſion 
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Poſſeſſion of no mean Prize. Then turning 
his Face from us, he ſoon after fetched a Sigh, 
and expired. e 
His Lordſhip who had been a SpeRator of 
this Scene, was ſo delighted at the Exactneſs 
and PunQuality of old Corbet's Behaviour, that 
taking me by the Hand, my dear Biddy, ſaid 
he, Heaven grant my End to be like this good 
Man's. With what Calmneſs and Compoſure 
can this good Chriſtian, having compleated the 
Buſineſs allotted him in Life, lay it down for 
a glorious Eternity? What a bleſſed Thing is 
it, at the latter End of the Day, to be able to 
fay, without Dread or 'Trembling, my Courſe 
is run; my Toil is ended ; I have nothing 
more to care for here. can go to reſt for 
ever. 

How widely different, think you, are the 
Sentiments of Stringer, and his Aſſociates, 
who in the Anguiſh of their Souls, cannot but 
ſay, we have travelled in a wrong Track, we 
have been an Offence to Mankind, a Goad to 
ourſelves, and want ſtill more Time to re-tra- 
vel the By-patchs we have wandered in; but 
the farther we proceed, the more are we en- 
tangled; nor can our Conſciences be at reſt, 
or our Souls depart in Peace; but when the 
final Separation comes, muſt be wrung from 
us, not in gentle Breathings, but in unattera- 
ble Groanings. 

His Lordſhip was for opening the Caſket 
at once; but I, who had his Father's good 
Opinion at Heart, beyond any Profit that 
might redound to me from its Contents, be- 
ing inclinable to force the Locks, only in his 
Preſence, that he might not have the leaſt 
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Cauſe to ſurmiſe a Deceit, whatever ſhould 
be found in it; his Lordſhip acquieſced : For 
I added, that now it was in our own Power, 
a few Days more or leſs could be of no mate- 
rial Signification to us, who had already been 
fo long deprived of it. | 

THe Earl, our Father, who had abundant- 
ly wondered at our Stay, and had with long- 
ing Impatience waited to fee what we had 
made of our Journey; tho' he expected no 
leſs than that we had been upon a wild-gooſe 
Chace, received us moſt lovingly z when ob- 
ſerving our Treaſure under my Huſband's 
Arm, what have we here, Son? ſaid he; his 
Lordſhip replied, we had hitherto reſerved 
that as a Secret, even from ourſelves, till a full 
Diſcovery ſhould be made in your Lordſhip's 
Preſence. | | | 

IN ſhort, but few more Words paſſed be- 
tween us, before we fell to work with the Caſ- 
ket; but it being ſecured by two Locks, and 
the Earl ſaying, he was ſure he had before 
leen it, and that if it ever was his late Wife's, 
he muſt be preſumed to have the Keys belong- 
ing to it, in a Bunch of her late Ladyſhips, in 
her Cabinet, into which he had ſcarce ever 
looked further than to have diſcovered that 
many ſuch were there; we all aſcended into 
her Ladyſhip's Dreſſing- room, where it ſtood ; 
and after making a few Experiments, ſoon 

found which was tor our Purpoſe. 

IT wovLD have had the Earl to have 
opened it, but he recommended that Office 
to his Lordſhip, who conſigned it over to 
me, as it was to me, he ſaid, that it was 
directed: So taking it into my Lap, I un- 
locked it. | | 


\ 
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Mx Heart beat ſo violently as I was lifting 
up the Cover of this little Repoſitory, that 
I was ready to die away; and hundreds of 
tranſient Surmiſes flaſhed through my Mind, - 
which immediately vaniſhing, gave Place to 
others ready to intrude themſelves upon me; 
which, as ſoon alſo diſappeared; till the 
Contents, unfolding themſelves gradually to 
View, collected my Thoughts wholly upon 
the Individuals, as they ſeverally preſented 
to us, 

FirsT, a Covering of green Velvet, which 
over-ſpread the whole Surface, claimed a 
Removal; to which ſucceeded a Layer of fine 
Cotton; but we had no ſooner diſplaced this 
than a moſt exquiſitely chaſed Gold Watch, 
ſet with Diamonds, diſplayed its Charms, to 
the Admiration of each Eye preſent. We 
looked upon each other, and again upon that, 
as if purpoſely combining not to moleſt it: 


for not one of us had as yet extended a Finger 


towards it; till taking it into my Hand, and 
ſurveying it, I preſented it to my F ather, who 
having curſorily ſurrounded it with his Eye, 
delivered it to his Son, who was juft laying 
it by, when his Lordſhip obſerving two very 
ſmall Pictures of a Lady and a Gentleman, 
enamelled, hanging to the Chain, and com- 
mending the Workmanſhip, faid, that ſurely 
the Lady's muſt, have been drawn for her late 
Ladyſhip ; and telling the Earl, that in his 
Life he never beheld fo well executed a Piece 
till then, his Father, with his SpeQtacles exa- 
mining it very accurately, declared it to be 
his Wife; but wondered that by ſhowld never 
have ſeen it loro an 
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Tuxx taking a View of the Gentleman's 
Picture, his Countenance changed, his Eye- 
brows contracted, and his Lips roſe, till look- 
ing hard at me, then at the Picture, and 
again wiſhfully at me, Biddy, my dear Child, 
ſaid he, Mrs. Thomas's Story is true. I am 
now joyfully convinced of it, unleſs yourſelf 
ſat for this Picture. Tis Face, my Dear, 
ſaid he, is thine, and thine, this Picture. It 
is my Lord Duke's.—I knew him well; nor 
breathed a finer Gentleman on Earth. 
Thou art his Daughter; but I could have 
wiſhed it had not been by thy Mother. 

I BursT into Tears, ready to have broken 
my Heart. What aileth thee, my Dear? 
ſaid the Earl. Thou couldft not have choſen 
a more acceptable Father to me, why weep- 
eſt thou then? O] my dear Lord, ſaid J, it 
1s not for that his Grace was my Father, but 
leſt my Birth, refleQing on your Lady, ſhould 
cauſe an Abatement ot your Regard for me, 
which I prize at ſo ineſtimable a Rate as not 
to part with for the whole Globe. 

Tux Earl then.claſping me to his Breaſt, 
thy Virtues, Child, ſaid he, are perſonal, and 
muſt forever conjoin my Affection to thee ; 
nor can any unguarded Failing of thy Mother 
diſlodge thee from my Heart. No, my Dear, 
ſince thy Birth was thus, it proves the higheſt 
Satisfaction to me that thou art the Hue of ſo 
good a Woman; for however fhe might have 
been overtaken, 1t was long before the was 
my Wife; and fince that, my own Heart 
vouches for her Honour and Conſtancy to my 
Bed. The beſt of us are fubjeQ to Failings, 
and Mrs. Thomas has in a. great Meaſure 
made me caſy as to thoſegfthy Mother. Au. 
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All my Fears being baniſhed, we laid aſide 
the Watch, and diſplacing of the Cotton it 
had been bedded in, we extracted three black 
Caſes of exceeding fine Jewels, of different 
Sorts, but ſet in an old faſhioned Manner, 
and probably were my Great-Grandmothers; 
but we eſtimated them at a vaſt Value; and 
under theſe lay a Letter directed to Miſs Bid- 
dy Farmer. | 
When each of us had read over the Super- 
ſcription, as if by ſudden Impulſe, we deli- 
vered it round from one to the other, ſeveral 
Times, before either of us offered at a 
Breach of the Seal, till after each of us had 
for a Time diſcanted upon its ſuppoſed Con- 
tents, I delivered it to my Father, at the 
ſame Time declaring, that ſince he was ſo 
good as to impute no Blame to me, nor to 
ſlacken his eſteem for me, by Reaſon of any 
Tranſaction of my Parents, I was perfectly 
eaſy as to its Contents, let them be what they 
would. | 3 
The Earl then forcing the Seal, began. 
_ My deareſt Child! 
W HE N you ſhall lay this before you, in 
me you muſt recall your Mother. It 
will be too late for me, at your Reading this, 
to ſtudy a Covering for my Shame, if Shame 
it could be to have loved, and been beloved, 
by the ſole Mirrour of Perfection in his Age. 
Nature was not only profuſe to him in the 
Formation of his Perſon, but in every En- 
dowment of his Mind, Art had outdone its 
Maſterpiece. * + 54 
* I nap not now had Reafon for a Bluſh, in. 
the Acceptation of Mankind, had not the un- 
7 j rreaſonable 
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reaſonable and unmeaning Laws of my Coun- 
try prevented our Union in Wedlock. I 
need not, ſurely, tell thee I mean with his 
Grace the Duke of R ——— gh. | 

CHARGE me not my Daughter with Le- 
vity, but Love; ſuch Love, as we not being 
able to make Proviſion for in the honourable 
Way we both choſe, at length ſubjected us to 
a Breach of our Natures, ſtill abhorrent of a 
deliberate Crime, would have ſtarted at the 
Commiſſion of, had any juſt impediment inter- 
vened to have obligated our Conſciences to the 
contrary. | 18 

Tnov, deareſt Offspring of my Virgin 
Affection, ſhould ever my Lord attain to the 
Knowledge of my Failing, aſſure him, that 
being his, my Heart had never erred. — 
Claim his Protection to thyſelf; and as the 
Parchment which ſupports this will ſuffici- 
ently enrich thee, if thy other good Qualities 
can but aim at equalling Lord G---r---d's, 
make it my dying Requeſt to my ever ho- 
noured Lord, that he will make you one. 

I am ſenſible I touch a String that may 
jar; but my laſt Prayer to Heaven will be 
thy Proſperity; and that, if poſſible, in the 
Manner I have hinted. Nay, I am ſo ſecure 

in Lord G--+r---4s honeſt Heart and Gentle- 
neſs of Diſpoſition, that failing of my Wiſhes 
with him, will, in my Opinion, be prefe- 
rable to thy Wedlock with any other Man. 
I LEAVE you, Child, to the Guidance of 
Providence and your own Virtues. Now, no 
more, Your affectionate Mother, ; 
Mut E B—m——_ 
Tuis Epiſtle being ended, we hung our 
Heads, waiting whoſe Tongue ſnould firſt 
| move 
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move in Condemnation or Approval of what 
we had heard, when the Earl applying to his 
Son, Lord G---r---d, ſaid he, why ſo ſeri- 
ous? declare yourſelf upon the Subject of this 
Letter before us. . 

Mx Lord, ſaid my Huſband, it would ill 
become me to comment upon what ſo nearly 


concerns your Lordſhip, till I ſhall firſt be 


warranted from your Sentiments. As for my 


own Part my Thoughts are ready collected, 
and wait but Utterance; neither have I the 
leaſt Diſpute with myſelf that I ſhall ever ſee 
Reaſon to alter them, wherefore I ſhall be 


glad to hear that your Lordſhip's accord to 


em... 2: 

My Opinion, ſaid the Earl, will waſte lit- 
tle Time in delivering; for tho' it might have 
pleaſed me better that my Daughter's Mo- 
ther had not proved my Wife, yet I am ſo 


well ſatisfied that the Changes in my Family, 


and the Oppoſition oy Views have met with, 
muſt have been conducted by a more penetrat- 
ing Wiſdom than I can boaſt, that I am clear- 


ly convinced, all has befallen us more ad- 


vantageouſly than my Forecaſt could have 


determined it; and my dear Children, let me 


aſſure you both, that her deceaſed Ladyſhip's 


Memory will ever be ſo much the dearer t 


me, by how much her Penetration could 
foreſee, that neither my Son or her Daugh- 
ter could have been ſo well qualified for ren- 
dering any others happy as themſelves ; but 
let us not dwell too long upon this; let us 


examine and ſee what Fruits the Parchment 


will yield us. 


His 
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His Lordſhip then unfolding, read it over 
to us, wherein her Ladyſhip had given to 
me all her monied Fortune, to the amount of 
an hundred and forty thouſand Pounds, and 
about thirteen thouſand Pounds a Vear; and 
by a ſubſequent Writing inclofed, ſhe declar- 
| ed, that in Caſe I ſhould die without Iſſue, all 
the real Eſtate was to go to Lord G---r---d 
and this Latter ſhe charged with the Payment 
of a thouſand Pounds in Money, and forty 
Pounds a Year to Mrs. T homas, and ſome few 
other ſmall Donations to her Servants. | 
Tuus being arrived to a Certainty who I 
was, and to the Title of a vaſt Fortune, my 
Father-in-law, had no further Occaſion to be 
aſhamed of my Alliance. | 
Hap this Diſcovery happened before the 
Earl's thorough Reconciliation to us, it might 
have had much worſe Effects; for it would 
then have ſtripped him of Part of bis gayeſt 
Plumes, but now it was parted with under 
all the Pleaſure imaginable, neither Side much 
concerning ourſelves, who had the Reputa- 
tion of it; for tho? the Earl, till his Death, 
was at every Family-Expence, both for him- 
ſelf and us, e to a By-Stander, he would 
have appeared in no better Light than that of 
a Boarder with us. | 
Tux Serenity of that Calm which we had 
enjoyed for near three Years, was greatly in- 
terrupted, as to his Lordſhip and — by 
a Letter we received from Stringer in his 
Confinement; which, with many others hav- 
ing reſerved, I ſhall here give it my Reader 
verbatim. a erg 
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Moſt worthy, but injured, Lord, 
C7OUR former Self, but ſince your bit- 
| & tereſt Enemy, moſt deſervedly labour- 
ing under the Weight of your Lordfhip's 


Diſpleaſure, beſet with every deſtructive Hor- - 


ror, that either can affect the human Syſtem 
with Woe, or agonize the Soul, in- moſt pe- 
nitent Manner, humbly implores your Lord- 
ſhip's Clemency to himſelf and his Fellow- 


ſufferers, ſtill remaining in a frightful Du- 


rance ; ſuch of us, I mean, as are yet alive 
for one of us, the eldeſt, hath given us Oc- 


caſion to envy him the happy Stroke of Death, 


which having withdrawn him to our Parent 
Earth, hath releaſed him from a far more 
wretched Confinement. os 
LET not your Lordſhip's Indignation rage 
for ever, againſt the unworthy Objects of 


your Commiſeration; but as Creatures be- 


neath your Lordſhip's Regard for Puniſh- 
ment, eaſe, O! eaſe our grinding Anguiſh. 
We crave but the Freedom of the Air, that 
common Bounty of Heaven, to its worſt of 
Creatures; but when we refle& upon our 
Villainy, how can I intreat your Lordſhip for 
It. K's 

TE more I conſider your Lordſhip's paſt 
Benevolence to me, the more aggravating my 
Crimes appear; till riſing to my View in the 
moſt baneful Garb, far loathſomer than any 
other Imagination can poſſibly paint them; 
deſpairing of your Pity, I am overwhelmed 
with Miſery. | 


Mr good Lord, how terrible a Shock muſt 


it prove to the human Faculties, to conſider 
they have been exerciſed in Villainy beyond a 
- | | | Poſſibility 
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Poſſibility of Retribution ! Ol were it but to 
be compaſſed, that I could avoid myſelf, my 
own Heart, my own Conſcience, there might 
ſtill be Hope.---Hope! ſaid I ?--- O!] Hope, 
thou only Balſam to a feſtering Conſcience, 
poſſeſſed of thee, my Portion might be till 
tolerable ; but doomed to perpetual Abſence of 
every gladſome future Ex pectation, though 
ever ſo remote, I am ſunk beneath the brutal 


Generation, who, though they hope no Good, 
yet dread no Ill; how far beneath theſe then 


is my Condition, hoping no Joy, with every 
III to fear. 


WRHAr worſe can Hell produce, than hope- | 


leſs, endleſs Pain? Self-exiſting, ever freſh, 
renewed each Moment, nor ſpent by Time, 
nor flows it by Succeſſion ? but ever 1s, one 
eternal Amplitude of Woe. Even Change 
of Horrors, rolling in Progreſſion, would mi- 
niſter ſome Eaſe by Removal ; but mine, like 
veſtal Flames, are ever compleat, themſelves 
their Source, they burn without Remiſſion. 
WauirsT I am writing this, my Lord, I 
retort upon myſelf, from the Fund of my own 
Experience in Men and Things, that my Pe- 
tition muſt be in vain; but when I return to 
myſelf, and reflect, that I am writing to your 
Lordſhip, ſo great a Stranger to the general 
Ways of Reſentment, what can I not con- 
ceive from your Generoſity ? till weighing 
my own Enormities, too rank for even the 
Clemency of Heaven itſelf, theſe over-balan- 
cing the Beam, I loſe all Footing on your 
Forgiveneſs.-----It cannot be. I'll urge no 
more.----Another State makes at leaſt an Al- 


teration of Torments, and any Change muſt 


be 
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be preferable to the Hell at preſent within me. 
Wherefore, my dear Lord, adieu ; before 
this may gain the Favour of your Eye, O 


think! the wretched Stringer may be no 


more.—--Life, without Hope, is living Death 
to me, | 


My ever injured Lord, 
in Pity remember 
STRINGER. 
, | 


Trars Epiſtle, fraught with the blackeſt 
Strokes of Horror and Deſpair, from one ſo 
much formerly cheriſhed in Lord G---r---d's 
Boſom, wrought ſo far upon his Logdſhip as 
to mitigate the Severity of his Judgment up- 
on the Criminals ; he called to mind former 


Paſſages of Stringer's Life, placed every 


Scene in the moſt placid View, and from the 
Latitude of his Thoughts upon human Frailty 
in gerieral, had made ſuch large and favour- 
able Allowances, for Stringer, by firſt bring- 
ing to account the Violence of his over-bear- 
ing Paſſion for me, then the ſeaſonable Sup- 
ply miniſtred to him by the Earl, at a 'Time 
of his greateſt Extremity, when deſtitute of 
his wonted Support from his Lordſhip ; and 
laſtly, the alluring Proſpect of a future Com- 


petency; all which, weighing againſt the 


ſingle Force of a Man's indigent Integrity, 
he told me, that ſhocking” as Stringer's Con- 
duct had been, it was his Opinion, all Cir- 
cumſtances conſidered, that he was not the 
only Man who might have run ſuch Lengths, 

| Aa | under 


under the like Exigencies; or, at leaſt, he 
was inclinable to believe he had ſufficiently 
ſmarted for his Villainy, and was then truly 
Tepentant ; but what weighed the moſt with 
him, he faid, for Lenity, was, that. Provi- 
dence having ſo benignly interpoſed in favour 
of us, who undoubtedly were greater Offen- 
ders with regard to it, than the vileſt of our 
Fellow-creatures could prove to us, we ought, - 
in Imitation of that Example, to extend our 
Benevolence likewiſe to them, ſo far as our 
Sphere for Action would reach to; and that, 
for his Part, though he had been ſo great a 
Sufferer by Stringer's Means, yet, as his Af- 
fliction had not been perpetual, 10 neither 
ought Stringer's to be; and then deſired me, 
if I ſuſpected his Opinion of Error, to give 
him mine. | 
Mx ever dear Lord, replied I, though I 
mult confeſs, that any Abatement of your 
rigorous Doom againſt Stringer and his Ac- 
complices, was one of the laſt Things in Life 
that I ſuſpeCted, yet, under the Force of your 
Lordſhip's Reafoning, to which I entirely 
ſubmit myſelt, far be it from me to diſagree 
with you.----No, my Lord, your Will hath 
ever hitherto been mine; nor ſhall any pri- 
vate Reſentment of my own, create the leaſt 
Jarring in our future Sentiments; but till, 
my Lord, permit me to proceed a Step. fur- 
ther, nor will I, unjuſtly, take all Merit to 
myſelf, of Compliance only with your Plea- 
ſure; for 1 flatter myſelt too much, upon 
the natural Concurrence of my Sentiments 
with thoſe of your Loriſhip, to forfeit the 
good Opinion I may have of myſelf on that Ac- 
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count, for any momentaryPraiſe, to be acquited 
from an uninclined Accordannce to you. All 


my Fear is, that their Principles ſhould be ſo 


vitiated, as not to permit them to demean. 
themſelves virtuouſly for the future; in which 
Caſe, I know not how far your Lordſhip may 
even become acceſſary to thoſe Evils their 
Devices may bring upon others. rt? 

Biddy, ſaid his Lordſhip, Mercury, in the 
Mine, unoccupied, though it may abound in 
noxious Particles, which from injudicious 
Management, when expoſed, may do infinite 
Miſchiefs; yet, neither is it void of ſuch 
Principles, as properly actuated, prove moſt 
beneficial: So thoſe poor Wretches, loaded 
with the baſe Alloy of perniciout Principles, 
having but the Sparks of latent Honeſty inhe- 
rent, having paſſed through the Crucible of 
Afflictions, may ſtill become beneficial Mem- 
bers ef Schöffe 99G 

I apmtrt, that ſhould they, when thro? 


my Licence at Liberty, prove deſtructive to 


any, though not to my Will, it may be im- 
mediately imputed to me; but ſhould only 
one of them turn out a valuable Member, 
ſhall I not have the Satisfaction of having af- 
forded the Opportunity for it ? whereupon, 


upon all Conſiderations, I am byaſſed to 
eeleafe them. ö 


His Lordſhip ſhewed the Letter to his Fa- 
ther; and at the ſame Time informed him, 
of the Reſult of our Conference; but the 


very Name of Stringer was fo odious to him, 


that though he could not condemn his Lord- 


ſhip's Charity, he begged it might be one of 
the Conditions of his Releaſe, that he for 


Ever 


- 
* 
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ever after ſhould avoid his Preſence; and to 
engage him the rather to Performance, he 
tranſmttted him, through his Lordſhip, an 
handſome Donation. | 

THe limitted Space for their Confinement 
upon the Perjury, having for ſome ſmall Time 
been expired, they lay now inExecution only for 
the Damages, given upon the Conſpiracy ; ſo 
that in order to their Diſcharge from that, his 
Lordſhip ſent over his Releaſe ; and the Pre- 
ſents from both their Lordſhips, amounted to 
far more, than would clear their Way out of 
the Jail, and fit them out with Apparel ; but 
all came too late, for anſwering the Effect in- 
tended; for ſome Time having paſſed in Pre- 
paration for this benevolent Purpoſe; and, as 
{ preſume, Stringer deſpairing of Mercy, the 
Meſſenger upon his Return to us, reported, 
that Player was paſt reaping any Benefit from 
our Clemency, not being judged capable of 
ſurviving many Hours. That Stringer, ſoon | 
after writing to his Lordſhip, had in a Fit of 
Deſpondency hanged himſelf; and that Eſtber, 
having for a long Time loſt all uſe of her 
Senſes, was become the moſt miferable Spec- 
tacle breathing; nor was it at all probable, 
ſhe could live a Month to an End. 
Tx Earl ſurvived the Birth of my ſeventh. 
Child, and at his Death, was ſucceeded in 
Honours by my dear Lord, to whom alſo, he 
gave ſuch Parts of his Eſtate, as could any 


ways be ſpared from his younger Children. 


The EN D. 
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